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EXPLANATORY NOTE. 



The following compilation of the statutes of Rhode 
Island relating to the assessment and collection of state 
and municipal taxes, and to the powers and duties of 
officials charged with the administration of the tax laws, 
has been prepared as a convenient reference for practical 
every-day use, and is not published as an official or 
authorized revision or codification. 

Attention has been given mainly to an arrangement of 
the subject matter logically rather than chronologically, 
by assembling the various provisions dealing with similar 
classes of ratable property, which are scattered through- 
out the General Laws of 1909 and the volumes of Public 
Laws of subsecfuent years. 

Experience in the office of the Board of Tax Conmiis- 
sioners has demonstrated the need of such a compilation 
which will enable the layman, as well as the attorney- 
at-law and the student of taxation, to comprehend readily 
the statutory provisions governing the taxation of a given 
class of corporations or group of tax payers without the 
necessity of a detailed survey of the statutes. 

Chapter and section numbers, with marginal refer- 
ences indicating the year of adoption of amended sections 
and decisions of Rhode Island courts, will afford the 
required information for those who may find recourse to 
the statutes or court reports necessary. 

In addition to the general provisions for the levy, 
assessment and collection of taxes, there will also be found 
certain provisions of other statutes having an important 

(vii) 
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bearing upon state and local revenues, including those 
imposing fees for certain licenses, fees for the registra- 
tion of automobiles, fees for corporation charters, and 
rentals for leased oyster grounds. There are other inci- 
dental sources of public revenue, such as fees for hunters', 
peddlers' and other licenses, and various departmental 
receipts, which are not considered a necessary part of 
such a compilation and are not included. 

The application of the general law with respect to 
specific municipalities has in some cases been modified by 
special statutes. No effort has been made to note excep- 
tions of this character. 

In referring to this compilation for the purpose of 
ascertaining to what taxes given classes of taxpayers are 
subject in Rhode Island the following basic principle 
underlying the system of taxation should be borne in 
mind : 

Tangible property, real and personal, is assessed by the 
municipality where such property is situated; taxable 
intangible personal property in the hands of individuals 
and co-partnerships is assessed where the owner or 
owners reside ; intangible property of corporations doing 
business within the state is non-taxable by the munici- 
palities, such corporations being assessed upon their 
intangible property or gross receipts by the state at the 
source, and their stocks, bonds and other securities 
exempted from taxation in the hands of the holder. A 
few exceptions are indicated, either in the text or in foot- 
note references.* 

If this compilation is consulted with the above prin- 
ciple always in mind, there should be little difficulty in 
determining the extent of the tax liability for any given 
group of taxpayers. 

It will be noted also that taxes in Rhode Island are 



* Securities of stock insurance companies are taxable to the holder, 
notwithstanding such companies pay a state tax on premiums and 
assessments. (41 R. I. 277.) 
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State and municipal ; there are no county taxes. Some 
of the larger municipalities have special tax statutes or 
charter provisions, but as these are not of general appli- 
cation or significance they have been omitted from this 
publication. 

Foot-note references to amended statutes invariably - 
apply to sections or clauses as amended, and not as they 
appear under their original chapter designations in the 
General Laws and Public Laws. Marginal side-notes 
indicate the year in which such amendments were 
adopted. 

BOARD OF TAX COMMISSIONERS. 



CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 



Article I. 

Sec. 2. All free governments are instituted for the 
protection, safety and happiness of the people. All laws, 
therefore, should be made for the good of the whole ; and 
the burdens of the state ought to be fairly distributed 
among its citizens. 

Article IV. 
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Sec. 15. The general assembly shall, from time to l^^^rtr^fo/ 
time, provide for nrnking new valuations of property, for SLSS^'t^be' 
the assessment of taxes, in such manner as they may deem p""*^^^^^ '°'"- 
best. A new estimate of such property shall be taken % r! i.' S^* 

39 R I 14 

before the first direct state tax, after the adoption of this 
constitution, shall be assessed. 



Article VII of Amendments. 

Sec. 2. The assessors of each town and city shall annu- 
ally assess upon every person who, if registered, would be 
qualified to vote, a tax of one dollar, or such sum as with 
his other taxes shall amount to one dollar, which tax shall 
be paid into the' treasury of such town or city and be 
applied to the support of public schools therein: Pro- 
vided, that such tax assessed upon any person who has 
performed military duty, shall be remitted for the year he 
shall perform such duty; and said tax assessed upon any 
mariner for any year while he is at sea, or upon any person 
who by reason of extreme poverty is unable to pay said 
tax, shall upon application of such mariner or person, be 
remitted. The general assembly shall have power to pro- 
vide by law for the collection and remission of said tax. 

(xi) 
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PART I. 



SITUS, LIABILITY AND CLASSIFICATION, 



1. — PROPERTY LIABLE TO AND EXEMPT* FROM 

TAXATION. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 56.) 

Section 1. All real property in the state, and all per- ah property of 
sonal property belonging to the inhabitants thereof, Sgfbie'i^?- 

Bonal property 

whether individuals, copartnerships, or corporations, and of non-resi- 

dents, liable to 

all tangible personal property located in the state be- ^^R^^f^gg 

longing to non-residents, shall be liable to taxation unless ^l ^; J; 3^^ 

otherwise specially provided. \l r; \\ {^[ 

Sec. 2 (as amended) . The following property shall be wha* property 

^ ^ o «- jr »/ jg exempt from 

exempt from taxation : Property belonging to the state ; t«a«on. 
lands ceded or belonging to the United States ; the bonds Feb.* i6*'l9i2^^' 
and other securities issued and exempted from taxation I g- J- Jjo. 

* U. 1. 474. 

by the government of the United States, or of this state ; ^2 r! i, if.' 
real estate, used exclusively for military purposes, owned \t r! l m. 
by chartered or incorporated organizations approved by u r! l I?! 
the adjutant general, and composed of members of the 39 r.' 1.12. 
national guard, the naval militia or the independent 
chartered military organizations ; buildings for free pub- 
lic schools; buildings for religious worship and the land 
upon which they stand and immediately surrounding the 



See also index — " Exemption from Taxation- 

(1) 
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Same subject, same, to an extent not exceeding one acre, so far as said 

buildings and land are occupied and used exclusively for 
religious or educational purposes ; the buildings and per- 
sonal estate owned by any corporation used for a school, 
academy or seminary of learning, and of any incorporated 
public charitable institution, and the land upon which said 
buildings stand and immediately surrounding the same 
to an extent not exceeding one acre, so far as the same 
is used exclusively for educational purposes, but no prop- 
erty or estate whatever shall hereafter be exempt from 
taxation in any case where any part of the income or 
profits thereof or of the business carried on thereon is 
divided among its owners or stockholders; the estates, 
persons, and families of the president and professors for 
the time being of Brown University for not more than 
ten thousand dollars for each such officer, his estate, per- 
son, and family included; property especially exempt by 
charter unless such exemption shall have been waived in 
whole or in part ; lots of land used exclusively for burial 
grounds ; the property, real and personal, held for or by 
any incorporated library, society, or any free public 
library, or any free public library society, so far as said 
property shall be held exclusively for library purposes, or 
for the aid or support of the aged poor, or for the aid or 
support of poor friendless children, or for the aid or sup- 
port of the poor generally ; or for a hospital for the sick 
or disabled ; and any fund given or held for the purpose 
of public education ; almshouses and the land and build- 
ings used in connection therewith; the real estate and 
personal property of any incorporated volunteer fire- 
engine company in active service ; the estate of any per- 
son who in the judgment of the assessors is unable from 
infirmity or poverty to pay the tax ; the household furni- 
ture and family stores of a housekeeper in the whole, in- 
cluding beds and bedding, not exceeding in value the sum 
of three hundred dollars; the bibles, school-books, and 
other books in use in the family, not exceeding in value 
the sum of three hundred dollars. 
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Sec. 3. Whenever there shall have been planted one or piaSoM^'of 
more acres of land worth not more than twenty-five dol- rti^.^""™ *"" 
lars per acre, in the state, to trees of any of the following 
kinds: chestnut, hickory, oak, maple, larch, pine, ash, 
catalpa, locust, basswood, beech, hemlock, spruce, tulip 
tree, cedar, sycamore, and walnut, in numbers not less 
than five hundred to the acre, the owner of such planta- 
tion of trees may file with the tax assessors, in any town 
in which such plantation may be located, an affidavit 
showing that he has complied with the requirements of 
this chapter. Upon such proof, such plantation, includ- 
ing the trees and land on which they are growing in good 
condition, shall be exempted from all taxation whatsoever 
for a period of fifteen years, said period of exemption to 
be counted from the time the said land shall have been 
planted as aforesaid, or from the time it may have been 
necessary to replant the same, by reason of destruction 
by fire, if the same shall be replanted within one year 
after such destruction : Provided, said land is planted or 
replanted, as the case may be, and managed under a forest 
working plan approved by the state commissioner of 
forestry during said period of exemption from taxation ; 
provided, further, that the provisions of this chapter shall 
not be construed so as to exempt from taxation more than 
three hundred acres owned by any one person, corpora- 
tion, limited copartnership, or association. 



Sec. 6 (as amended) . The property of each soldier or Property of 

honorably dis- 

sailor who served in the military or naval service of the charged aoidier 

or sailor of the 

United States in the war of the rebellion, and who was If^^rhSj^ 
honorably discharged - therefrom, or of the unmarried ShSftSorat 
widow of such soldier or sailor, shall be exempted from P"^, i^^s, 392^ 

^ April 22, 1909, 

taxation to the amount of one thousand dollars; and in 
case such soldier or sailor has property, but not of the 
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value of one thousand dollars, his wife shall be exempted 
from taxation on her property to the amount of the dif- 
ference between the value of the property of her husband 
and said sum of one thousand dollars ; and in case such 
soldier or sailor has. no property, his wife shall be ex- 
empted from taxation on her property to the amount of 
one thousand dollars ; and in case any person entitled to 
such exemption has property taxable in more than one 
city or town of the state, such proportion of such total 
exemption shall be made in each city or town, as the 
value of the property taxable in such city or town bears 
to the value of the whole of the property of such person 
taxable in the state : Provided, that no exemption shall 
be allowed hereunder, if the property of such soldier, 
sailor, widow, or wife, or the combined properties of such 
soldier or sailor and his wife, whether within or without 
the State, exceed in value the sum of five thousand dollars, 
or in favor of any person who is not a legal resident of 
the state, or unless the person entitled to such exemption 
shall present to the assessors due evidence that he or she 
is so entitled, and shall render to the assessors an account 
of his or her ratable estate, as provided by law, so that 
such deduction or exemption may be made. 

(Pub. Laws, 1912, Chap. 803.) 

Fraternal SECTION 1. Any Corporation, society, fraternity, or 

ties defined. Voluntary association without capital stock, organized 

and carried on solely for the mutual benefit of its mem- 
bers or the beneficiaries and riot for profit, and either 
with or without a lodge system with ritualistic form of 
work, but having a form of government either representa- 
tive or under the direct control of the members, and which 
makes provisions for the pajnnent of death or disability 
benefits, or for both, is hereby declared to be a fraternal 
beneficiary society. 
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Sec. 30. Every fraternal benefit society organized or eftrSSety^^"' 
licensed under this act is hereby declared to be a chari- from ta^Tfin. 
table and benevolent institution, and all of its funds shall 
be exempt from all and every state, county, district, mu- 
nicipal and school tax, other than taxes on real estate and 
office equipment. 



2. — WHERE AND TO WHOM PROPERTY IS 

TAXABLE. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 57, as amended.) 

Section 1. All real estate shall be taxed in the town Reai estate, 

. where to be 

where the same is situated. taxed. 

15 R. I. 160. 

Sec. 2. Buildings on leased land, the leases whereof Bmiding on 

leased land is 

are in writing and recorded, shall, for the purposes of as reai estate, 
taxation, be deemed real estate. ^ 32 r. i. 527. 

Sec. 3. The main wheels, steam-engines, dynamos. Machinery, 

gearing, or fix- 

boilers, and shafts, whether upright or horizontal, drums, tures are as 

peal estaie 

pulleys, and wheels attached to any real estate for operat- ^^^e/oT"tt^ 
ing machinery, and all steam-pipes, gas-pipes, water- ""^^^y* 
pipes, ammonia-pipes, air-pipes, gas-fixtures, electric- 
fixtures, and water-fixtures attached to, and all kettles 7 r; {; 3^. 
set and used in, any manufacturing establishment, are "^ ^' ^' ^*'* 
declared to be real estate when owned by the owners of 
the real estate to which they are attached.* 

Sec. 4 (as amended) . Taxes on real estate shall be Real estate 

assessed to 

assessed to the owners, and separate tracts or parcels owners, how. 

shall be separately described and valued so far as prac- mV 7,^'9(». 

ticable. Provided, however, that no misdescription, g r. i. 493. 

defect in description, or mistake in valuation, so long as 13 r. i.* 675.* 

the estate assessed can be identified, shall be taken ad- is r! i. g! 

' 18 R. I. 88. 

vantage of by any taxpayer in order to avoid the payment H g- }; JJf; 
of a tax assessed against him, unless he shall have brought ^ g; }; 5^; 

30 R*. l! 46?! 

• See Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 251, p. 13. 
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Error in de* 
scription or in 
valuation not 
to be taken ad- 
vantage of by 
tax-payer. 



Mortgagor 
deemed the 
owner, when. 

13 R. I. 621. 



Tenant for life, 
when. 

15 R. I. 63. 
39 R. I. 242. 



Undivided real 
estate of a de- 
ceased person, 
assessed to 
whom. 

16 R. I. 248. 
41 R. I. 63. 



Real estate as- 
sessed by mis- 
take, when lia- 
ble for tax. 



Pub. Laws, 769, 
Fel). 15, 1912. 

21 R. I. 442. 
26 R. I. 169. 
31 R. I. 277. 
33 R. I. 569. 
37 R. I. 268. 

Tangible 
personal 
property to be 
taxed where 
found. 

Pub. Laws, 
1398, April 14, 
1916. 



to the assessors a true and exact account of all his ratable 
estate, describing and specifying the value of every parcel 
of his real and personal estate, at such time as they may 
prescribe for the assessing of the tax. 

Sec. 5. The mortgagor shall be deemed to be the 
owner of mortgaged real estate, so long as the same is 
in his possession. 

Sec. 6. Estates in the possession of a tenant for life 
may be taxed to the tenant for life, who, for the purposes 
of taxation, shall be deemed the owner.* 

Sec. 7. Undivided real estate of any deceased person 
may be assessed to the estate, or heirs, or devisees of the 
deceased, generally, until a record of a division be made, 
or until they give notice to the assessors of the division, 
and of the names of the persons holding the portions 
thereof; and each heir or devisee shall be liable for the 
whole of the tax, and shall have a lien therefor on the 
shares of his associate heirs or devisees in said estate, 
for their proportion of said tax, if paid by him. 

Sec. 8. If, in assessing real estate, the same be as- 
sessed by mistake to a person not the owner, such tax 
may nevertheless be collected from such real estate: 
Provided, the same be described so as to be identified, and 
the party having the record title have notice of such 
assessment. 

Sec. 9 (as amended). All ratable personal property, 
both tangible and intangible, shall be taxed as follows : 

First {as amended) . The fixtures enumerated in Sec- 
tion 3 of this chapter, all picking, carding, spooling, 
drawing, spinning and reeling frames, dressing and 
warping machines, looms, tools and machines of all sorts, 
propelled by steam, water, electric, or other power, in any 
factory, machine shop, print works, manufacturing or 
other establishment of any kind, and all live stock and 
farming tools on farms shall be taxed to the owner in the 



* See Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. GO, Sec. 10, p. 37. 
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town where they are situated, in the same manner as if ^^°*^ subject. 
the owner resided there. All fixtures, tools, machinery, 
stock in livery stables, live stock, farming tools, goods, 
wares, mechandise, and other stock in trade, including 
stock in the business of manufacturing or of the mechanic 
arts, and all other tangible personal property situated or 
being in any town, in or upon any store, mill, dock yard, 
piling ground, place for sale of property, shop, office, 
mine, quarry, farm, place of storage, manufactory, ware- 
house, or dwelling-house therein, belonging to any per- 
son, partnership, corporation, joint stock company or 
association, shall be taxed to such person, partnership, 
corporation, joint stock company, or association in the 
town where said property is situated. All tangible per- 
sonal property aforesaid belonging to any person under 
guardianship or held in trust or otherwise by an executor, 
administrator or trustee shall be taxed to such guardian, 
executor, administrator or trustee in the town where 
such property is situated. If any tangible personal prop- 
erty aforesaid located in any town shall belong to any 
person, partnership, corporation, joint stock company, 
or association, unknown to the assessors, it shall be 
taxed to the owner, a person unknown to the assessors ; 
and the collector may distrain and sell such property in 
the same manner as provided in Chapter 60 of the Gen- 
eral Laws :* Provided, however, that if any tangible per- Tangible 

. ' ./ C7 jr personal prop- 

sonal property aforesaid located in any town and belong- po^^Sio^of a 
ing to any person, co-partnership, corporation, joint stock of^thf SJ^^f 
company or association unknown to the assessors shall ifeing^^^own 

i_ . J 1 . J. T j» j_ • to the assessors, 

be m the possession or custody of any agent, consignee, to be taxed to 

. , ... i i 1 ^^^^ representa- 

or other person or persons acting m a contractual repre- tive. 
sentative capacity for said owner unknown to the as- 
sessors, it shall be taxed to said agent, consignee, or other 
representative, and the said agent, consignee^ or other 
representative shall be personally liable for the tax so 
assessed against him on the property in his possession or 



See paofc 35. 



8 



RHODE ISLAND TAX LAWS. 



fJ^ h^fvra^He'If custody owBed as aforesaid, and shall have a lien on the 
^opSy'^ property of the said person unknown to the assessors for 
the tax paid on said unknown person's property ; and 
provided, further, that nothing in this act contained shall 
be construed to impose any tax upon manufactured prop- 
erty owned by non-residents and brought into this state 
temporarily to be finished and returned to the owner. 
Persons, partnerships, corporations, joint stock com- 
panies, or associations, residing or located in this state, 
and owning tangible personal property located in and 
taxed in any other state shall not be taxed therefor in 
this state. 

, Second. No trust company, bank or savings bank 
existing under the laws of this state ; no banking associa- 
tion organized under the laws of the United States, and 
located within this state ; and no domestic building-loan 
association, shall be taxed upon its intangible personal 
property by any town; and no corporation subject to a 
state tax upon its corporate excess shall be taxed on such 
corporate excess by any town.* 

Third. Intangible personal property belonging to any 
co-partnership shall be taxed to the co-partnership in the 
town in which it carries on its business. If partners have 
places of business in two or more towns, such property 
shall be equitably apportioned between the several towns 
in proportion to the tangible personal property in each 
town in which said business is carried on, and any de- 
duction allowed for debts due from such partnership shall 
be deducted in each town in the ratio of the tax in such 
town. 

eSna?^' r!f ert '^" Fourth. Intangible personal property belonging to 
glia^rM^MWp''^'^ persons under guardianship shall be taxed to the guardian 
how taxed. j^^ ^^iQ town whcrc the ward resides, if in this state ; and 

if the ward does not reside in this state, in the town where 
the guardian resides, if a resident of this state. 



Banks and 
domestic 
building- loan 
associations 
exempt from 
local t;ix on in- 
tangible per- 
sonal property, 
corporations 
paying corpo- 
rate excess tax 
exempt from 
local tax on 
corporate ex- 
cess. 



Intangible 
personal prop- 
erty of co- 
partners, liow 
taxed. 

4 R. T. 313. 
15 R. I. 159. 



See Part III, pp. 61, 73, 78. 
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Fifth. Intangible personal property held in trust by ^^^'^l^jj^rty 
any executor, administrator, or trustee, whether under exl^utor*^**^' 
an express or implied trust, the income of which is to be S^j^5.*-' 
paid to any other person, shall be taxed to such executor, 17 r. i. m. 
administrator, or trustee in the town where such other 
person resides; but if such other person resides out of 
the state, then in the town where the executor, adminis- 
trator, or trustee resides ; and if there be more than one 
such executor, administrator, or trustee, then in equal 
proportions to each of such executors, administrators, 
and trustees in the towns where they respectively reside. 

Sixth. All other intangible personal property in the ^^™^- 
hands of executors or administrators shall be taxed to 
them in the town where the deceased person resided, until 
such property shall have been distributed and some evi- 
dence of such distribution shall have been filed in probate 
court or notice in writing thereof given to the assessors. 
If no executor of the will of, or no administrator of the Personal prop- 

erty of de- 

estate of, a deceased person shall have been appointed, t^'^Vherno 
the personal property of said deceased person, both tangi- la^lllfrtrator 
ble and intangible, liable to taxation, shall be assessed as ^fntSI" ^^" 
the estate of said deceased person, in the town where the 
deceased person resided, and the executor or adminis- 
trator subsequently appointed shall be liable as such for 
so much of the tax as shall prove to be not in excess of 
the tax upon the amount for which said estate was prop- 
erly taxable. The tangible and intangible personal prop- ^^l^^l^j^Fno^' 
erty of any minor not under guardianship shall be ^irdfawMp, 
assessed to such minor, and such minor shall be liable '"''* *''''^'^- 
for so much of the tax, notwithstanding his minority, as 
shall prove to be not in excess of the tax upon the amount 
for which he was properly taxable. 

Seventh. Residents of this state shall not be taxed Exemption of 

certain bank 

in this state for shares held by them in national banking- f^°^f tSation. 
associations located without this state, the shares of 
which are taxed in the states where such national bank- 
ing-associations are located. 
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Exemption 
from local tax- 
ation of bonds, 
debentures, 
and indebted- 
ness, of banks 
• and corpora- 
tions paying a 
tax on corpo- 
rate excess, or 
on gross earn- 
ings. 



87 R. I. 141. 



[ntangible 
personal prop- 
erty of literary, 
social, religrious 
or bene7olent 
■ocieties, where 
taxed. 



Indebtedness 
to be deducted 
from value of 
intangible per- 
eonal property 
in certain cases. 



Eighth. No person, co-partnership or corporation 
shall be taxed for shares of stock held in, or for bonds or 
debentures of, any corporation liable under the laws of 
this state to a tax upon the corporate excess of such cor- 
poration ; and no owner of any other indebtedness of such 
corporation shall be taxed therefor, whenever such other 
indebtedness shall have been incurred for the acquisition 
of real estate or of tangible personal property, or re- 
turned by such corporation, or shall be a cover for a 
division of profits, under Clause 1 of Section 11* of this 
act. And no person, co-partnership or corporation shall 
be taxed upon shares of stock held in, or for bonds, de- 
bentures or any other evidences ofvindebtedness owned of, 
any corporation liable under the laws of this state to a 
tax upon the gross earnings from its operation within 
this state, or of any such corporation the property of 
which is operated in this state by any such corporation 
so liable to such gross earnings tax ; and no person, co- 
partnership or corporation shall be taxed in any town 
upon shares of stock held in any trust company, bank or 
banking association whose shares are liable to taxation 
by the state.f 

Ninth. Intangible personal property, liable to taxa- 
tion, of any literary, social, religious, or benevolent 
society or corporation shall be taxed in the town where 
such society holds its meetings, or where such corporation 
is located.J 

Tenth. No persons, co-partnerships, or bodies corpo- 
rate resident in this state shall be liable to taxation on 
money on hand at interest, or on deposit, or on debts due 
from others, except upon the surplus of such property 
over and above their actual indebtedness ; but in making 
allowance for the indebtedness of such persons, co-part- 
nerships, and bodies corporate, no deduction shall be 



* See page 64. 

tSee Pub. Laws of 1912, Chap. 769, Sees. 9. 20. 21 and 30, pp. 61, C9, 
74, 89. 

J See Pub. Laws of 1912. Chap. 769, Sec. 47, p. 91. 
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made for any liability as endorser or surety or other con- 
tingent liability, nor exceeding his, their, or its pro rata 
amount of any joint indebtedness ; nor shall any liability 
as a partner be deducted from the taxpayer's individual 
property, nor an individual indebtedness be deducted 
from co-partnership property. This clause shall not 
apply to corporations paying a tax upon their corporate 
excess.* 
Eleventh (as amended) . Every mutual insurance com- >futuai insur 

ance and mut- 

pany and every mutual surety company incorporated by "'fni^'^i^^bfeTo 

this state, shall be liable to taxation on its intangible per- on'^^'in^Jbie 

sonal property in the town where the corporation is p^^^L^ws 784 

located. Every stock insurance company incorporated ^^^^^ .^' ^^^^• 

stock insurance 

by this state which pays a tax upon premiums and assess- ^""f ^^^Im fo^cai 
ments under the provisions of Section 35 of this act.f taxation, when. 

^ ' 41 R. I. 277. 

shall be exempt from taxation on its intangible personal 
property in the town or city where such corporation is 
loca;ted.J 

Twelfth. Except as otherwise provided by this section,§ ^^^^p^^/ 
or by any other law, all ratable personal property, both pro^rty^'^fj^'be 
tangible and intangible, shall be taxed to the owner In^'piJe X''^'' 
thereof in the town in which such owner shall have had '^^'''^"''^• 
his actual place of abode for the larger portion of the 
twelve months next preceding the first day of April in 
each year. 

Sec. 10 (as amended). Personal property, for the rrtyTiie'to 
purposes of taxation, shall be deemed to include all goods, dItoJd" 
chattels, the fair cash value of debts due from others, P"J- if^s, 7g9, 

' Feb. 15, 1912. 

money and effects, wherever they may be, all ships or 25 r. i. 359. 

33 R. I. 559. 

vessels, at home or abroad, all stocks and securities, 34r. i. 84. 
shares in any bank or banking-association, in any turn- 
pike, bridge, or other corporation, within or without this 
state, except such as are exempt from taxation by the laws 
of the United States or of this state. 



* See Pub. Laws of 1912. Chap. 769. Sec. 9, p. 61. 

fSee Pub. Laws of 1912, Chap. 769, Sec. 35, amending Gen. Laws of 
1909, Chap. 39, Sec. 5, p. 98. 

J See foot-note reference, " Explanatory Note," page viii. 
i See Clause First, p. 6. 
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sonai^property Sec. 11. Money Oil hand, money at interest or on de- 

40 clnte''^ ** posit which is not taxable under the provisions of Sec- 
1^^' tioES 3 and 4 oi Chapter 39* of the General Laws, and the 

Pub. Laws, 769, - 

Feb. 15, 1W2. fair cash value of debts, whether or not secured by mort- 

41 R. 1. 277. gage or pledge, due to the person, co-partnership or cor- 

poration to be taxed, all to such an amount as the value 
of such money and such debts shall exceed the amount 
such person, co-partnership or corporation is indebted to 
others, including in such indebtedness to others any debts 
secured by mortgage or pledge given by such person, co- 
partnership or corporation; government, state and mu- 
nicipal bonds and securities not exempt from taxation 
by the laws of the United States or of this state; the 
stocks, bonds and securities of all corporations carrying 
on business for profit in this state which are not specially 
exempted from taxation by the laws of this state ;t the 
stocks, bonds and securities of all corporations which do 
not carry on business for profit in this state ; and all other 
intangible personal property : — shall be taxed at the 
uniform rate of forty cents for each one hundred dollars 
of assessed valuation. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 58.) 

Ers"lnyied*Ji Sec. 13. The registered owners of every ship or vessel 
mercl"t^mike engaged in foreign commerce shall, on or before the first 
t!x"TheS. ^^ day of February in each year, make a statement in writ- 
ing to the town treasurer of the town where such ship or 
vessel is registered, of the net profits earned by such ship 
or vessel for the year ending on the thirty-first day of 
December next preceding, and shall submit to such 
examination on oath by said treasurer as he shall deem 
necessary for the verification of the truth of such state- 
ment. Interest on the vessel and extraordinary repairs 
shall not be deducted from the earnings in making up 
such statement ; and such owners shall thereupon pay to 



* See page 78. 

f See index — *' Exemption from Taxation." 
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said town treasurer for the use of the town a tax of one 

per centum on such net earnings ; and in case such owners 

make such return and pay the tax herein provided, they 

shall be subject to no other taxation on said property. 

Vessels shall be deemed to be engaged in foreign com- S^^ed's^lich ^^ 

m^rce in case three-fourths of their earnings in any year 

shall have been received in foreign trade.* 



vessels. 



(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 251.) 

Section 1. The water-wheels, steam-engines, boilers, ^enam ma- 
all shafting, whether upright or horizontal, and hangers esf "tc!^ when!""^ 
for the same, except such as are used to drive a special 
machine, all drums, pulleys, wheels, gearing, steam-pipes, 
gas-pipes, and gas-fixtures, water-pipes, and fixtures, 
kettles and vats, set and used in any mechanical or manu- 
facturing establishment, are declared to be real estate 
whenever the same belong to the owner of the real estate 
to which they are attached. t 

Sec. 2. All other machinery, tools and apparatus of er^y^^d^'appar- 
every description, including all the articles specified in |^Mi^u?erex. 
the preceding section whenever the same belong to some tlx» ^ ^' ^"^ 
person other than the owner of the real estate to which 7 r. i. ?iv. 
they are attached, used or employed in any manufacturing 
establishment, are declared to be personal estate, and as 
such shall be considered in assignment of dower, in 
attachments, and in all cases whatsoever ; except that in 
the assessment of taxes such property shall be assessed as 
provided in chapter fifty-seven.J 



• See also Gen. Laws of 1009, Chap. 57, Sec. 10, p. 11, 
fSee Gen. Laws of 190<), Chap. 57, Sec. 3, p. 5. 
J See page 5. 



PART II. 

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF LOCAL 

TAXES.* 



1. — STATUTORY POWERS OF TOWNS. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 46.) 

Sec. 3. They may raise by a tax on real or personal Power of, to 
estate, or on both, such sums of money as shall be neces- 7 r j 433 
sary to pay town debts, or to defray the charges and -^ ^; [• ^; 
expenses of the town hereinafter set forth ; and may in- 
clude the town's proportion of any state tax which may 
be assessed, in the assessment of the town tax, and pay 
the same out of the town treasury : Provided, the same 
be voted at a legal meeting of the electors of the tbwn.f 



Sec. 5 (as amended) . The electors in any town or city Power of, to 

est£il)IisTi free 

qualified to vote upon any proposition to impose a tax, or puwic librarieB. 
for the expenditure of money in such town or city, may, f"^- ^*^«' , 
by a majority vote of such electors voting at any meeting ^^*- 
for the election of town officers, or members of the city 
council therein, appropriate a sum not exceeding twenty- 
five cents on each one hundred dollars of the ratable prop- 
erty of such city or town in the year next preceding such 
appropriation, for the foundation therein of a free public 



* Municipal. Rhode Island has no system of county taxes. 
fSee Gen. Laws of' 1909, Chap. 58, Sec. 1 {as amended) j p. 21, 

(15) 
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library, with or without branches, for all the inhabitants 
thereof, and to provide suitable rooms for such library, 
which shall be used under such regulations as may from 
time to time be prescribed by the town council of such 
town, or city council of such city. 



from^toJ^'s fnd ^^^' '^^' Every person who shall have any money due 

bl^^d^m^ded** him from any town or city, or any claim or demand 

and enforced, against any town or city, for any matter, cause or thing 

16 R. I. 502. 



18 R.' I.* 160.' whatsoever, shall take the following method to obtain the 
22 R.' I.* 224.' same, to wit : Such person shall present to the town 

2fi R I 448 

25 R*. I*. 261.* council of the town, or to the city council of the city, a 

m^m ^8 particular account of his claim, debt, damages or demand, 

82 R.' L 278! ^nd how incurred or contracted ; which being done, in 

87 R. 1. 839. ^^gg j^g^ ^^^ j^^ satisfaction is not made him by the town 

or city treasurer of such town or city within forty days 
after the presentment of such claim, debt, damages or 
demand aforesaid, such person may commence his action 
against such treasurer for the recovery of the same. 
Judgment Sec. 13. On judgment being obtained for such debt, 

against, how to .«' ^^ ^ 

be satisfied. damages or demand, in case said treasurer shall not have 

19 R. I. 692. ^ ' . . t . 1 -, 

So^ Jo ^^' sufficient of the money of such town or city m his hands 

368, 398. 

az Ri'm* ^^ satisfy and pay the judgment obtained and the charges 

expended in defending such suit, the said treasurer shall 
make application to any justice of the peace in such town 
or city, and thereupon the justice shall grant a warrant 
to the town sergeant of such town, requiring him to warn 
the electors of the town to hold a town meeting, at such 
time and place as shall be appointed, or to the mayor of 
such city requiring him to call a special meeting of the 
city council of such city, for the speedy ordering and mak- 
ing a tax, to be collected for the reimbursement of said 
treasurer. 
Same subject. ggc. 14. In case said electors, or said city council, as 
81 R. i. m ^^^ ^^se may be, upon due warning given them, shall not 
82 R. 1. 278. ^^j^^ j^g ^jj J effectual care to reimburse, pay or satisfy 

said treasurer the money, costs and charges by him ex- 
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pended, or recovered against him, upon petition, in the 
nature of a petition in equity, by him or by the person 
recovering the judgment named in section thirteen of this 
chapter, made to the superior court at any time there- 
after, setting forth the facts, the court may order the 
assessors of said town or city to assess upon the ratable 
property thereof, and the collector to collect, a tax suffi- 
cient for the payment of said judgment, with all inci- 
dental costs and charges, and the expense of assessing 
and collecting such tax. 

• ••••••• 

Sec 21. No town shall, without special statutory au- {i^J^n^f^n^dAt- 
thority therefor, incur any debt in excess of three per ®*^°^- 
centum of the taxable property of such town, including Jg «• {• JP*. 
the indebtedness of such town on the tenth day of April ^^ ^- ^- ^^• 
one thousand eight hundred seventy-eight, but the giving 
of a new note or bond for a pre-existing debt, or for 
money borrowed and applied to the payment of such pre- 
existing debt, is excepted from the provisions of this sec- 
tion, and the amount of any sinking fund shall be de- 
ducted in computing such indebtedness. 

Sec 22. No town shall assess its ratable property in ^Si* Vix^.'*' 
any one year in excess of ol^and one-half per centum* 28 b. i. m. 
of its ratable value, except for the purpose of paying the 
indebtedness of such town or the interest thereon, 'or for 
appropriations to any of the sinking funds, or for ex- 
traordinary repairs for damages caused by the elements ; 
but assessments for specific benefits conferred by the 
opening or improving of any public highway, or for any 
public sewer, shall not be taken to be within the provisions 
of this section. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 4D.) 
Section 1. The electors in each town shall annually, ^'^t town oa- 

•^ ' oen and when 

on their town election days, choose and elect as many *<>*>« c^^^sen. 

* See also Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 57, Stc 11. p. 12. 

2 
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15 R. 
90 R. 

31 R. 

32 R. 
37 R. 
37 R. 
37 R. 
39 R. 



I. 394. 

I. 327. 

I. 408. 

I. 2S1. 

I. 381. 

I. 361. 

I. 476. 

I. 19. 



U'ater pipes in 
highways. 

16 R. I. 238. 
28 R. I. 582. 



town officers as by the laws of the state are or shall be 
required ; that is to say, a moderator to preside in all the 
meetings of the town, and a town clerk, a town council 
to consist of not less than three nor more than seven 
members, a town treasurer, a town sergeant, a town 
sealer of weights and measures, one or more auctioneers, 
such a number of assessors of taxes, not less than three 
nor more than sev^n, as may be deemed necessary, one or 
more collectors of taxes, one or more corders of wood, 
one or more packers of fish, one or more pound keepers, 
one sealer of leather, and as many constables, overseers 
of the poor, viewers of fences, gaugers of casks and all 
such other officers as by law are required in such town 
and as each or any town shall have occasion for, including 
persons to superintend the building of chimneys and 
placing of stoves and stove-pipes. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 50.) 

Sec. 39. The town council of any town or the city 
council of any city may grant to any person or corpora- 
tion the right to lay water pipes in any of the public high- 
ways of such town or city for supplying the inhabitants 
of such town or city with water, and may consent to the 
erection, construction and the right to maintain a reser- 
voir or reservoirs within said town or city, for such time 
and upon such terms and conditions as they may deem 
proper including therein the power and authority to 
exempt such pipes and reservoirs and the land and works 
connected therewith from taxation. 



Certain manu- 
facturing prop- 
erty may be ex- 
empted from 
taxation. 

Pub. Laws, 

1376, April 14, 

1916. 

22 R. I. 179. 

34 R. I. 497. 

34 R. I. 503. 

39 R. I. n. 



(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 56.) 

Sec. 4 (as amended) . The electors of any town or city 
qualified to vote on a proposition to impose a tax, when 
legally assembled, may vote to exempt, or may authorize 
the town or city council of such town or city for a period 
of not exceeding one year, and for a period not exceeding 
two years in towns or cities where elections are held 
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biennially, to exempt from taxation for a period not ex- 
ceeding ten years, such manufacturing property as may 
hereafter be located in said town or city in consequence 
of such exemption, and the land on which such property 
is located. 

Sec 5. Property so exempted under the preceding ^p^^jfe'^j^ 
section shall not, during such period of exemption, be anginal use. 
liable to taxation while such property is used for the pur- ^ ^* ^' ^' 
poses for which it was so located. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 47.) 

Sec. 12 (as amended) . No vote shall be passed in any ^J^^ ^^ 
town meeting concerning the disposing of the town's land ^^^^^ ^J 
or making a tax, unless special mention be made, and ^"""^ ^^^^' 
notice thereof given, in the warrant issued for the warn- r2io; a^hi* 22, 
ing of such meeting ; and the town clerk of every town 17 r. i. 423. 
shall grant such warrant, except in cases where the law 39 r; i! if' 
otherwise directs, which warrant shall be directed to the 
town sergeant, or to one of the constables of the town. 
The notice for the making of a tax as herein provided 
shall be in substantially the following form : 

WARNING FOR TOWN MEETING. Form of 

warrant. 

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 
County of Sc. 

By the town clerk of the town of 

, R. I. 
(SEAL) To , town sergeant of 

the town of , or any 

of the constables of said town. 

GREETING: 

Pursuant to Chapter 47 of the General Laws of the 
State of Rhode Island, you are hereby required to post, 
at least seven days before the day of , 

A. D. 19 , written notifications in three or more public 
places in the said town of , Rhode Island, 
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ranrcoon- '^^^' ^^^tifying and warning the electors of the said town of 
^^'^^'>' . , qualified to vote upon any proposition to 

impose a tax or for the expenditure of money, to assemble 
in town meeting at the town hall (or other place desig- 
nated) in said town of , on the 
day of , A. D. 19 , at o'clock in the 
noon for the purpose of ordering a tax to be levied 
and assessed on the ratable property of said town and 
the inhabitants thereof for the payment of the town 
debts and interest, for the payment of the town's propor- 
tion of the state tax, for the support of schools, for the 
support and maintenance of the poor, for the building, 
repairing and amending of highways, for the building, 
repairing and amending of bridges, for the improvement 
in any manner deemed fit of any property belonging to 
the town, for all necessary charges and expenses whatso- 
ever sirising within said town, whether incidental or not 
to the above (here designate any further purpose, if any, 
for which town may legally appropriate money) and for 
any or all other purposes authorizecf by law (and if rate 
is to be fixed, then as follows) and to fix the rate of the 
tax to be levied and assessed on the ratable property of 
said town and the inhabitants thereof, and to transact 
such other business as may legally come before said 
meeting. 

Given under my hand this day of , 

A. D. 19 , at said town of , Rhode Island. 



Town Clerk. 
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2. — ORDERING OF ASSESSMENTS AND ASSES- 
SORS' MEETINGS. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 58.) 
Section 1 (as amended*) , The electors of any town, 

... , Electors may 

quahned to vote on a proposition to impose a tax, when ^^^ ordtr* the 
legally assembled, may levy a tax for the purposes au- J^^^f^ °' p^^- 
thorized by law, on the ratable property of the town, pub. Laws, 
either in a sum certain, or in a sum not less than a certain wm 

24 R. I 228. 

sum and not more than a certain sum, or in a certain 24 r. i*. 487. 
percentage on the valuation of such property t to be made 30 r.' i.* 828! 

, *'*• ^ .7 T 80 R. I. 889. 

by the assessors of the town as of the fifteenth day of 
June in each year at twelve o'clock noon, said date being 
known as the date for assessment of town taxes : Pro- 
vided, however, that in any year* in which said fifteenth 
day of June shall fall upon Sunday said valuation shall 
be made as of the sixteenth day of June at twelve o'clock, 
noon; and may order the assessment and the collection 
of said tax substantially in the following form : 

(When no rate is fixed.) 

Resolved, That the electors of the town of 

qualified to vote on any proposition to impose a tax, in ordering asses*^ 

town meeting legally assembled (or, in case of city, the ^^^^ 

city council of the city of ) , on this s;^**® *■ 

day of , A. D. 19 , hereby order the assess- 33 r. i. 331. 

ment and collection of a tax on the ratable real estate H r! 1, s^! 

84 R I 99 IOOl 

and tangible personal property and ratable intangible m r*. l 232. 
personal property (the tax on ratable intangible prop- ^ g- J- f js- 

00 1\< 1. Urn 

erty to be at the rate of forty centsj on each one hundred ^ ^- ^- ^^' 
dollars of 'the value thereof) in a sum not less than 

dollars, nor more than dollars ; 

said tax is for ordinary expenses and charges (and sink- 



* In effect Jan. 1, 1921. 

t See Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 46, Sec. 22, p. 17. 

t See Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 57, Sec. 11, p. 12. 
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ing funds) , for the payment of interest and indebtedness 
in whole or in part of said town, for the pajmient of the 
town's proportion of the state tax and for other purposes 
authorized by law. The board of assessors shall assess 
and apportion said tax on the inhabitants and ratable 
property of said town as of the day of June, 

A. D. 19 , at twelve o'clock noon, according to law 
(the date for assessment) and shall, on completion of 
said assessment, date, certify and sign the same and 
deliver to and deposit the same in the office of the town 
clerk (except where, by special act or otherwise, it is to 
be certified and delivered to the town or city treasurer, 
then to him) on or before the day of , 

A. D. 19 (the date of certification, which date must 
be subsequent to the date for assessment and allow suffi- 
cient time for completing the work, the time between 
the date for assessment and the date of certification 
being the time of assessment). The town clerk, on 
receipt of said assessment, shall forthwith make a copy 
of the same and deliver it to the town treasurer, who 
shall forthwith issue and affix to said copy a war- 
rant under his hand, directed to the collector of taxes 
of said town, commanding him to proceed and col- 
lect said tax of the persons and estates liable there- 
for (unless by law otherwise provided). Said tax 
shall be due and payable on the day of , 

A. D. 19 (or, on and between the day of 

next and the day of , 

A. D. 19 , next) , and all taxes remaining unpaid on said 
day of , A. D. 19 (or, on said 

last named day), shall carry until collected a penalty at 
the rate of per centum per annum upon such 

unpaid tax. 

Form, when (When rate is fixed.) 

rate If fixed. 

Resolved, That the electors of the town of 
qualified to vote on any proposition to impose a tax, in 
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town meeting legally assembled (or, in case of city, the faTe^'ja'^®^ 
city council of the city of ) , on this day (continued). 

of , A. D. 19 , hereby order the assessment 

and collection of a tax on the ratable real estate and 
tangible personal property of dollars and 

cents on each one hundred dollars of the value thereof, 
and on the ratable intangible personal property of forty 
cents on each one hundred dollars of the value thereof; 
said tax is for ordinary expenses and charges (and sink- 
ing funds), for the pajrment of interest and indebtedness 
in whole or in part of said town, for the payment of the 
town's proportion of the state tax and for other purposes 
authorized by law. The board of assessors shall assess 
and apportion said tax on the inhabitants and ratable 
property of said town as of the day of June, A. D. 

19 , at twelve o'clock noon, according to law (the date 
for assessment) and shall, on completion of said assess- 
ment, date, certify and sign the same and deliver to and 
deposit the same in the office of the town clerk (except 
where, by special act or otherwise, it is to be certified 
and delivered to the town or city treasurer, then to him) 
on or before the day of , A. D. 19 

(the date of certification, which date must be subsequent 
to the date for assessment and allow sufficient time for 
completing the work, the time between the date for 
assessment and the date of certification being the time 
of assessment).. The town clerk, on receipt of said 
assessment, shall forthwith make a copy of the same 
and deliver it to the town treasurer, who shall forth- 
with issue and affix to said copy a warrant under his 
hand, directed to the collector of taxes of said town, 
commanding him to proceed and collect said tax. of 
the persons and estates liable therefor (unless by law 
otherwise provided). Said tax shall be due and payable 
on the day of , A. D. 19 (or, 

on and between the day of next 

and the day of , A. D. 19 , next) , 
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and all taxes remaining unpaid on said day of 

, A. D. 19 (or, on said last named day), 
shall carry until collected a penalty at the rate of 
per centum per annum upon such unpaid tax. 

• ••••••• 

Arfaeusorsto Sec. 6 (as amended*) . Before assessing any tax, the 

bring°to 'St ^^f assessors shall post up printed notices of the time and 
property. place of their meeting, in three public places in the town, 

1735. April 17, for thrcc weeks next preceding the time of such meeting, 
12 R. 1. 435. and advertise in some newspaper published in the town, 

17 r! t; 359*. if any there be, for the same space of time. Such notices 

18 R. I. 417. 

18 5- J- llf shall require every person and body-corporate liable to 
24 R i' m taxation to bring in to the assessors a true and exact 
It R. 1. Its'. account of all the ratable estate owned or possessed by 
33 r; i'. 33i'. him or it, describing and specifying the value of every 
33 r! I.* 559.' parcel of such real and personal estate, at such time as 

they may prescribe. Such notices shall be in substan- 
tially the following form : 

(Where rate is fixed.) 

Whereas, The electors of the town of 
qualified tp vote on any proposition to impose a tax, in 

Form of 

r&uii toed? town meeting legally assembled, on the day of 

84 R 1, 90, , A. D. 19 (or, if a city, the city council 

37 R. I. ^ of the city of by joint resolution approved 

^''^'^'- on the day of , A. D. 19 ),have 

ordered a tax on the ratable real estate and tangible 
personal property of said town of dollars and 

cents on each one hundred dollars of the value 
thereof and on the ratable intangible personal property 
of said town of forty cents on each one hundred dollars 
of ihe value thereof, to be assessed and apportioned on 
the inhabitants and ratable property of the town as of 
the day of June, A. D. 19 , at 12 o'clock noon. 

Now, therefore, notice is hereby given that in accord- 
ance with said resolution and in conformity with the law 



In effect Jan. 1, 1921. 
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in relation to the assessment of taxes, every person, co- ^^^ ""ntT^i^ 
partnership and corporation liable to taxation is required ^^ (contin- 
to bring in to the assessors a true and exact account of 
all the ratable estate owned or possessed by him or it, 
describing and specifying the value of every parcel of the 
real and personal estate so owned or possessed. 

All persons who are required to return accounts to the 
assessors in order to be entitled to exemption from taxa- 
tion wholly or in part under the law, including soldiers 
and sailors of the war of the rebellion and their wives and 
widows, are required to render annually to the assessors 
said account in order to be entitled to the exemption pre- 
scribed by law. 

For the purpose of receiving such accounts the board 
of assessors will be in session in their office in the town 
hall (or wherever located) in said town, daily from the 

day of , A. D. 19 , to the 

day of , A. D. 19 , inclusive, Sundays ex- 

cepted (this time must follow the date for assessment), 
from o'clock A. M. until o'clock P. M. 

General Laws of Rhode Island, Chapter 58, 

Section 7 : 

Every person bringing in any such account shall make 
oath before some one of the assessors that the account by 
him exhibited contains, to the best of his knowledge and 
belief, a true and full account and valuation of all the 
ratable estate owned or possessed by him; and whoever 
neglects or refuses to bring in such account, if over- 
taxed, shall have no remedy therefor. 

All ratable real and personal estate will be taxed to the 
persons, co-partnerships or bodies corporate who own 
or hold the same (or who owned or held the same) at 
twelve o'clock noon, on. said day of June, 

A. D. 19 . 

Executors, administrators, guardians and trustees are 
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hereby notified that all the foregoing applies to them and 
to trust estates as well as to other persons and property. 



Assessors of Taxes. 
Dated 

wSi rlte^fa**' (Where rate is not fixed.) 

not fixed. 

Whereas, The electors of the town of 
qualified to vote on any proposition to impose a tax, in 
town meeting legally assembled, on the day of 

, A. D. 19 (or, if a city, the city council 
of the city of by joint resolution approved 

on the day of , A. D. 19 ) , have 

ordered a tax on the ratable real estate and tangible 
personal property and ratable intangible personal prop- 
erty of said town (the tax on ratable intangible per- 
sonal property to be at the rate of forty cents on each 
one hundred dollars of the value thereof) in a sum not 
less than dollars and not more than 

dollars, to be assessed and apportioned on the inhabitants 
and ratable property of the town as of the day 

of June, A. D. 19 , at twelve o'clock noon. 

• 

Now, therefore, notice is hereby given that in accord- 
ance with said resolution and in conformity with the 
law in relation to the assessment of taxes, every person, 
co-partnership and corporation liable to taxation is re- 
quired to bring in to the assessors a true and exact ac- 
count of all the ratable estate owned or possessed by him 
or it, describing and specifying the value of every parcel 
of the real and personal estate so owned or possessed. 

All persons who are required to return accounts to the 
assessors in order to be entitled to exemption from taxa- 
tion wholly or in part under the- law, including soldiers 
and sailors of the war of the rebellion and their wives and 
widows, are required to render annually to the assessors 



ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF LOCAL TAXES. 27 

said account in order to be entitled to the exemption pre- ^^eTe^'rate^is'^^' 
scribed by law. ?gJJd^^ ^'^^ 

For the purpose of receiving such accounts the board 
of assessors will be in session in their office in the town 
hall (or wherever located) in said town, daily from the 

day of , A. D. 19 , to the 

day of , A. D. 19 , inclusive, Sundays ex- 

cepted (this time must follow the date for assessment) , 
from o'clock A. M. until . o-clock P. M. 

GENERAL Laws of Rhode Island, Chapter 58, 

Section 7 : 

Every person bringing in any such account shall make 
oath before some one of the assessors that the account 
by him exhibited contains, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true and full account and valuation of all 
the ratable estate owned or possessed by him ; and who- 
ever neglects or refuses to bring in such account, if over- 
taxed, shall have no remedy therefor. 

All ratable real and personal estate will be taxed to 
the persons, co-partnerships or bodies corporate who own 
or hold the same (or who owned or held the same) at 
twelve o'clock noon, on said day of June, 

A. D. 19 . 

Executors, administrators, guardians and trustees are 
hereby notified that all the foregoing applies to them and 
to trust estates as well as to other persons and property. 



Assessors of Taxes. 
Dated 
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"^nder "oath*^ n^o ^^^' '^ ^^^ amended) . Every person bringing in any 

ovTrux in'case ^uch account shall make oath before some one of the as- 

Pub.^L^wB, sessors that the account by him exhibited contains, to the 

1915.' ^''"^ ^^' best of his knowledge and belief, a true and full account 

\l R. L 240*. and valuation of all the ratable estate owned or possessed 

17 r! l 452.' by him, and who ever neglects or refuses to bring in such 

21 R T 448' V f %Lf «-» 

28 r! i. 573! account, if overtaxed, shall have no remedy therefor.* 

34 R. T. 102. ' ' "^ 



3. — POWERS AND DUTIES OF MUNICIPAL 

ASSESSORS.t 
(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 58.) 
Assessors to as- Sec. 2. Assessors and boards of assessors in the sev- 

Bess all taxes 

legally ordered, ej-^i towns and cltics shall assess all taxes legally ordered 

under such rules and regulations, not repugnant to law, 
as the towns and city councils respectively shall from time 
to time prescribe. 
16 R. 1. 526. Sec. 3. All property liable to taxation shall be assessed 

^* ^'^'^ ' Sit its full and fair cash value. 

Valuation. ^^^- ^ (^^ amended). The assessors shall assess and 

pub!^ La^', apportion any tax on the inhabitants of the town and the 
1^9.' ^^"^ ^^' ratable property therein according to law, and the valu- 
24 r! i! m. ation of such ratable property shall be made as of the 

28 R I 674 

33 r! l 669.* date for assessment provided in Section 1 of this 

34 R. I. 102. 

37 R. 1. 867. chapter. J 

Manner in Sec. 8 (as amended) . The assessors shall make a list 

^eto^^ containing the true, full and fair cash value of all the 

list of ratable 

property. ratable estate in the town, placing land, buildings and 

Feb.' li^il^' other improvements, tangible personal property, and in- 
34^'L*84f^' tangible personal property, in separate columns, and dis- 
40 R. L 47?; tinguishing those who give in an account from those who 
do not, and shall apportion the tax accordingly. 



* See Sees. 14 and 15, p. 29. 

t See also Part I, pp. 1-13; Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 7, Sec. 18, p. 48: 
Chap. 82, Sec. 45, p. 146; Chap. 83, Sees. 31, 41, pp. 147, 148; Pub. 
Laws of 1912, Chap. 769, Sees. 4, 6 and 6, p. 58; poll taxes, p. 43; also 
index. 
% See page 21. 
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Sec. 11. The assessors of any town may, by written ?to<f^^"eTc.?^by 
demand, require any corporation in this state to make ^^S^^!"^^ ^ 
return to them in writing, within twenty days after such 15 r. i. 234. 
demand is made, of the amount and par value of the stock 
owned in such corporation by any stockholder, residing in 
the town represented by such assessors, the name of such 
stockholder being specified in such written demand ; and 
if any corporation shall refuse or neglect, after such de- 
mand, to make such return within the time aforesaid, it 
shall forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars for the use 
of the town whose assessors make such demand, to be 
recovered of such corporation by an action of debt in the 
name of the town treasurer of such town. 

Sec. 12. Every corporation which is by law required same subject. 

to make returns to the assessors of any town shall return 

the par value and the cash market value of the shares of 

said corporation, and the proportionate amount per share 15 r. i. 234. 

at which its real estate, machinery, and tangible property, 

if any, were last assessed. 

• < •'. • • • • 

Sec. 14. If any person shall bring in an account as Persons render- 
ing an account. 

aforesaid,* the assessors shall nevertheless assess such 
person's ratable estate at what they deem its full and 
fair cash value. 

Sec. 15. Any person aggrieved thereby may, within Remedy, if 

overtaxed. 

six months after the time appointed for the payment of ,„ „ . ,„ 
such tax, petition the superior court for the county, for |J | J J^[ 
relief from such assessment ; and the clerk shall thereupon ^ r- J; f!; 
issue a citation substantially in the following form : i r! {: 575. 

33 R. I. 331. 



34 R. I. 102. 



THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE 

PLANTATIONS 

(SEAL) SC. To the sheriffs of our several counties , or 

to their deputies, Greeting: 

We command you to summon the assessors of taxes of 
the town of : to wit, of 



34 R. I. 103. 
42 R. I. £70. 



* See Sec. 7, p. 28. 
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(if to be found in your precinct) to answer 
the complaint of of on the 

return-day hereof (said return-day being the 
day of A. D. nineteen hundred ) 

in the superior court to be holden at the county court- 
house in as by petition filed in court is fully 
set forth ; and to show cause why said petition should not 
be granted. 

Hereof fail not, and make true return of this writ with 
your doings thereon. 

Witness, the seal of our superior court, at 
this day of in the year 

, Clerk. 

Same subject. gg^ jg g^j^ cltatlon shall be made returnable and 
25 r! i! m. shall be served in like manner as a writ of summons, and 
said petition shall be subject to all provisions of law as to 
time for pleading, assignment-day, and all other incidents 
applicable to an action at law originally commenced in 
the superior court; and said court shall have exclusive 
original jurisdiction of all such petitions, notwithstand- 
ing that the amount involved shall not exceed five hundred 
dollars. 
tolfe"' H^t^^* Sec. 17. If on trial of said petition, either with or 
;^f gfveiThf. without a jury, it shall appear that such person has wil- 
28 R. 1. 575. fully concealed or omitted any property from his account, 

or has not placed a fair value thereon, the assessors shall 
have judgment and execution for their costs. 
Judgment what Sec. 18. If it shall appear to the court that a true 

to be, if a true 

account^ was account was given in, they shall give judgment that the 
12 R. 1. 436. S"^ ^^ which such person was overtaxed, with his costs, 
?s r! i'. 575! be deducted from his tax ; but if such person's tax be paid, 

or if the amount overtaxed and costs be more than the 
tax, then the same, or the overplus, shall be paid by the 
town treasurer out of the treasury, on production of a 
copy of the judgment. 

not^sta" ^?^ ^^^' ^^' ^^ ^^^^ petition shall, before judgment, stay 
ceedings. ^Liiy proceedings for collecting the tax. 

7 R. I. 317. 
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Sec. 20- The assessors, on completing the assessment Assessors to 

sign and file 

as aforesaid, shall date and sign the same and deposit it '^e assessment. 
in the office of the town clerk.* 

Sec. 21. The town clerk shall forthwith make a copy copy to treas- 

urer. 

of the same and deliver it to the town treasurer. 

Sec. 22. The town treasurer shall forthwith issue and ^/^t^""*' 
affix to said copy a warrant under his hand, and which 27 r. i. 473. 
need not be under seal, directed to the collector of taxes 
of the town, commanding him to proceed and collect the 
several sums of money therein expressed, of the persons 
and estates liable therefor, by the time directed by the 
town, and to pay over the same to him or to his successor 
in office. Whenever any town shall elect its town treas- 
urer collector of taxes for such town, such warrant shall 
be issued to the town treasurer as collector of taxes by the 
town clerk. 

Sec. 23. In lieu of the provisions of the last three sec- Proceedings in 

^ city of Provi- 

tions, the assessors of taxes in the city of Providence ''^"^• 
shall, on completing the assessment, date and sign the 
same, and shall make out and certify to the city treasurer 
of said city a complete list of the names of the persons 
taxed and of the total value of all the real estate taxed to 
each person, also the amount of personal estate assessed 
against each person, and also the total amount of the tax 
assessed against each person on said real and personal 
estate, opposite the name of the person or persons as- 
sessed, the assessment of real estate and of personal estate 
to appear in separate columns in said list, and the said 
city treasurer shall proceed to collect said taxes at the 
time and in the manner provided by law and by order of 
the city council of said city. 

Sec. 24. In lieu of sections twenty, twenty-one, and men?Vtl1^ 
twenty-two of this chapter, the assessors of taxes in the PawtScket ""' 
city of Pawtucket shall, on completing their assessment, 33 r. i. 667. 
date and sign the same and shall make out and certify to 
the city treasurer of said city a complete list of the names 



* See Sees. 23 and 24 
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of the persons taxed and of the total value of all qi the 
real estate taxed to each person, also the amount of per- 
sonal estate assessed against each person, and al^o the 
total amount of the tax assessed against each person on 
said real and personal estate, opposite the name of the 
person or persons assessed, the assessment of real estate 
and of personal estate to appear in separate columns in 
said list, and the city treasurer shall proceed to collect 
said taxes at the time and in the manner provided by law 
and by direction of the city council of said city. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 214.) 

Of appraisal of Sec. 8. In case any manufacturing company owning a 
m&imt&ctmmg manufacturing establishment has obtained or shall obtain 
assessors. a charter of incorporation, and all the members of the 

corporation shall be members of the company, or the 
members of the corporation not members of the company 
shall own less than one-third of the stock of the corpora- 
tion, the manufacturing establishment, including the real 
estate and machinery conveyed by the company to the 
corporation, shall be appraised by the assessors of taxes 
of the town wherein such manufactory shall be situated, 
and the amount of the capital stock of such corporation 
represented by such real estate and machinery shall not 
exceed the sum at which the same may be appraised as 
aforesaid, either in the whole under the provisions of this 
chapter, or in any part which may be exchanged by any 
member of the company for shares in the stock of such 
corporation, or in which he may pay assessments laid on 
his shares in the same. 

Compensation Sec. 9. Such asscssors shall receive for their services 
in appraising such real estate and machinery the sum of 
ten dollars, to be equally divided between such of them 
as may act in the premises, not being less than a majority 
of the whole number, together with their necessary ex- 
penses in making such appraisement, to be paid by the 
corporation. 



of the assessors. 
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Sec. 10. A certificate of such appraisement, signed fl'^mife^S 
and sworn to by the assessors making the same, shall be ^*^^°''^^- 
first recorded as aforesaid, in addition to the certificate 
required by section two of this chapter,* before the lia- 
bility of the members of such corporation for the debts 
and contracts of the same shall cease. 

(Pub. Laws, 1911, Chap. 732.) 

Section 1. If any real estate liable to taxation in any ^^f^^^l^^^^ 
city or town has been omitted in the assessment of any J^^ JJ^J^. 
year or years and has thereby escaped taxation, or if any ^^^^ ^^""^^'^ 
tax has been erroneously or illegally assessed upon any 
real estate liable to taxation in any city or town in any 
year or years, and because of such erroneous or illegal 
assessment such tax cannot be collected, or if paid has 
been recovered back, the assessors of taxes of such city 
or town in the next annual assessment of taxes after such 
omission or erroneous or illegal assessment is known to 
them shall assess or re-assess, as the case may be, a tax 
or taxes against the person or persons who were the owner 
or owners of such real estate in such year or years, to 
the same amount to which such real estate ought to have 
been assessed in such year or years. Such assessment 
shall be in addition to any assessment of taxes against 
such person or persons for the current year, and shall be 
placed on a special tax roll and annexed to the general 
tax roll for the current year: Provided, however, that 
every such assessment or re-assessment shall be made 
within six years of the date of the assessment from which 
such real estate was omitted or in which it was errone- 
ously or illegally assessed as aforesaid ; and further pro- 
vided, that in case ^uch real estate was held in trust at 
the time of such omission or erroneous or illegal assess- 
ment and the title thereto has passed from the trustee or 



* Gen. Laws, revision of 1909. 

3 
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trustees who so held such real estate in trust, then such 
tax or taxes shall be assessed again'st the person or per- 
sons who were the equitable owner or owners of such real 
estate at the time of such omission or erroneous or illegal 
assessment. 
Proceedings Sec. 2. The assessors of taxes shall give notice of the 

for 'such assess- 
ment or re- proposed assessment or re-assessment of any real estate 

assessment of -^ -^ *' 

taxes. fQj. g^ny previous year or years to all persons liable to 

such tax in the manner provided in Chapter 58 of the 
General Laws* for the levy and assessment of taxes. Such 
notice shall contain a general description of such real 
estate and state the year or years for which the same is 
liable to assessment or re-assessment and the name or 
names of the person or persons liable to assessment or 
re-assessment as aforesaid, and shall require every such 
person to bring in to the assessors a true and exact ac- 
count of such real estate owned by him in such previous 
year or years, describing the same and specifying the 
value of every parcel thereof at the time of the general 
assessment of property in such previous year or years, 
and like proceedings for the collection of any and all such 
taxes shall be taken as is provided in Chapter 60 of the 
General Lawsf for the collection of taxes, and all the pro- 
visions of Chapters 56, 57, 58, 60, 61 and 62 of the Gen- 
eral Laws, J and any acts in amendment thereof or in addi- 
tion thereto, so far as applicable and consistent herewith, 
shall apply to every such assessment of taxes for such 
previous year and to the collection thereof, except that no 
lien for the collection of any such tax for such previous 
year shall attach to any real estate which has been aliened 
by the person liable to such tax prior to the giving of said 
notice, and no lien thereon which lawfully attached prior 
to the giving of such notice shall be prejudiced thereby. 



* Sec. 6, page 24. 

fSee page 35. 

% See references to Gon. Laws, page v 
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4. — POWERS AND DUTIES OF COLLECTORS OF 

TAXES.* 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 49.) 

Sec. 17. Every collector of taxes shall give bond, with ^^[^^ 9^^ 
sufficient surety, for the faithful performance of such **°°^- 
trust, to the town treasurer of the town for which he is H §; }; Ig® 
chosen, in such sum as the said town or the town council ^ 2; l sS: 
of said town shall determine, not exceeding double the s? r'. i. 475". 
amount of the tax with the collection of which he shall be 
charged. Whenever any town shall elect its town treas- 
urer collector of taxes for such town, the bond to be given 
by such collector under the provisions hereof shall be 
given to the town, and shall be delivered to the town 
council for safe keeping, and upon the happening of any 
breach of the condition of the said bond, an action thereon 
may be commenced in the name of the town to which it 
was given. 

Sec 18. In case of the death, resignation or removal J^^*°eoiie^or 
of any collector of taxes, the collector who shall be ap- ^^^^ ^^'^ 
pointed to complete the collection thereof shall have the 
same power to collect the same as is by law given to the 
collector first appointed. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 60.) 

Section 1. The collector of taxes of the town shall nuties of coi- 
collect any tax levied by the town, by the time directed ;^ r , ^g^ 
for the payment thereof, and shall pay over the same to \ r. i! m. 
the town treasurer^ or his successor in office, by the time 33 r*. i! m. 

.. .f 1 •! A 33 R. I. 403. 

limited therefor. ^57 r. i. 359. 

42 R. I. 270. 

Sec. 2 (ds amended) . All taxes assessed against any ah taxes to be 
person, co-partnership or corporation in any town for ^te/""^^^^ 



*See also Gen. Laws of 1009, Cliap. 7, Sees. 21, 23, 27, 28 and 29, 
pp. 49, 50; Chap. 61, Sees. 4 and 5, p. 54; Chap. 82, Sec. 45, p. 146; 
Chap. 83, Sees 34 and 41, pp. 147, 148; poll taxes, p. 43; also index. 



36 



RHODE ISLAND TAX LAWS. 



Pub. Laws, 169, 
Feb. 16, 1912. 

14 R. I. 22. 
28 R. I. 366. 

Lien to con- 
tinue, how 
long. 

13 R. I. 621. 

14 R. I. 22. 
28 R. I. 366. 



Fire districts, 
taxes hereafter 

ao8c89cu 

against person 
in, to be a Hen 
upon his real 
estate, when. 



Collectors of 
taxes in, pow- 
ers of. 



Lien follows 
buildings re- 
moved. 



Nbt affected by 
receipt of 
check. 



Rents and 
profits, grow- 
ing wood on 
land, may be 
sold, when; 
disposition of 
surplus. 



either personal property or real estate shall constitute a 
lien on his, their or its real estate therein. 

Sec. 3. All taxes assessed against the owner of any 
real estate shall constitute a lien on such real estate in 
any town, for the space of two years' after the assessment, 
and, if such real estate be not aliened, then until the same 
is collected. 

Sec. 4. All taxes assessed against any person in any 
fire district within this state, pursuant to the act of in- 
corporation thereof, for either real or personal estate, 
shall constitute a lien upon his real estate therein for the 
space of two years after the assessment, and, if such real 
estate be not aliened, then until the same are collected. 

Sec. 5. The collector of taxes of every fire district 
shall have all the powers and privileges, and be subject 
to all the duties and liabilities, which are conferred or 
imposed upon collectors of taxes in towns. 

Sec. 6. If any building on leased land described in 
section two, chapter fifty-seven,* be removed, the lien 
thereon shall not be affected, but the collector may follow 
the same out of the town if necessary, and sell it with the 
same effect as if not removed. 

Sec. 7. The collector shall, in case he receives a check 
for the tax of any person or corporation, hold a lien on 
the property of any such person or corporation, the same 
as if such check had not been received : Provided, such 
check shall be presented for payment within ten days of 
its receipt. 

Sec. 8. Whenever the real estate cannot in the judg- 
ment of the collector be divided without detriment, the 
collector, under the direction of the town council, may 
sell the wood growing on said land, or the rents and 
profits of the whole, at public auction, for a term of time 
sufficient to satisfy the tax, interest, costs and expenses, 
or may, under their direction, sell the whole, and shall pay 



See page 5. 



ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF LOCAL TAXES. 37 



over the surplus, if any, to the town treasurer for the 
benefit of the owner or any person entitled to receive it. 

Sec. 9. If any person is taxed for several parcels of gj^^the coii«5- 
real estate each of such parcels shall be liable for the pay- ^*^ ^^l^} 
ment of the tax assessed against it, even though the same *^ ^*^*®* 
may have been aliened, and no such parcel shall be liable u r. i. 22/ 
for any tax assessed against any other parcel. If any 
person is taxed for real estate and for personal estate 
in the same tax, the whole of such person's tax may be 
collected either out of the real or personal estate. If any 
person is taxed for several parcels of real estate and for 
personal estate in the same tax, the tax on personal estate 
may be collected out of the real estate, and each of such 
parcels shall be liable for the payment of the tax assessed 
against it, together with such portion of the tax on the 
personal estate as the assessed value of such parcel bears 
to the aggregate assessed values of all of such parcels. 

Sec. 10. In case of a life-estate, the interest of the aSt^ffrS^fV^"" 
tenant for life shall first be liable for the tax. J^R^f 53/ 

Sec. 11. The collector may advertise and sell any real ^^^^^""^^l ^^l 
estate liable for taxes in the manner hereinafter directed. !^"- ^ ^„ 

32 R. I. 211. 

Sec. 12. In all cases where any parcel of real estate is Keai estate 

may be sold 

liable for payment of taxes, so much thereof as is neces- -^fter notice. 
sary to pay the tax, interest, costs and expenses, shall be 
sold by the collector, at public auction, to the highest 
bidder, after notice has been given of the levy, and of the ^^l^'% bV*^* 
time and place of sale, in some newspaper published in ^''^"* 

10 R. I. 358. 

the town, if there be one, and if there be no newspaper JJ g- J- S?- 

32 K. I. 211. 

published in the town, then in some newspaper published ^ ^- ^- ^^^• 
in the county, at least once a week for the space of three 
weeks, and the collector shall also post up notices in two 
or more public places in the town for the same period. 

Sec. 13. If the person to whom the estate is taxed be "^^ given in 

^ case of reii- 

a resident of this state, the collector shall, in addition to ^!°^' ^ „„ 

ID K. 1. 0O8. 

the foregoing, cause notice of his levy, and of the time « r; [• |"* 
and place of sale, to be left at his last and usual place of 
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Notice to per- 
Bons not taxed, 
who have an 
interest. 

15 R. I. 63. 

32 R. I. 211. 

33 R. I. 401. 
41 R. I. 63. 



Non-residents 
to have notice 
by mail. 

32 R. I. 212. 



Entry not 
necessary. 

10 R. I. 358. 



What title 
vested by sale 
for taxes. 

8 R. I. 305. 
30 R. I. 445. 
82 R. I. 212. 
33 R. I. 401. 
41 R. T. 64. 



Owner may re- 
deem within 
one year. 

16 R. I. 248. 
30 R. I. 445. 



abode, or personally served on him, at least twenty days 
previous to the day of sale. 

Sec. 14. In case the collector shall advertise for sale 
any property, real, personal or mixed, in which any per- 
son other than the person to whom the tax is assessed 
has an interest, he shall, provided the interest of such 
other person appears upon the records of the town, leave 
a copy of the notice of such sale at the last and usual 
place of abode, or personally with such other person, if 
within this state, twenty days prior to the time of such 
sale. 

Sec. 15. If such other person have no last and usual 
place of abode within this state, then a copy of said notice 
shall be sent by mail to such person, at his place of resi- 
dence, if known, twenty days prior to the time of such 
sale. 

Sec. 16. No entry upon the land by the collector shall 
be deemed necessary ; but the collector, in all cases of sales 
of real estate, shall make a return of all his proceedings 
under oath into the town clerk's office, within ten days 
after the sale ; which return shall be evidence of the facts 
therein stated. 

Sec. 17. The deed of any real estate, or of any interest 
therein, sold for the payment of taxes, made and executed 
by the sheriff or collector who shall sell the same, shall 
vest in the purchaser, subject to the right of redemption 
hereinafter provided, all the estate, right and title the 
owner thereof had in and to such real estate at the time 
said tax was assessed, free from any interest or incum- 
brance thereon of any person to whom the notice required 
by the provisions of this chapter shall have been given ; 
and the recitals in such deed shall be evidence of the facts 
stated. 

Sec. 18. The person who owned any real estate sold 
for taxes, at the* time of the assessment, or any interest 
therein, his heirs, assigns or devisees, may redeem the 
same upon repaying to the purchaser the amount paid 
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therefor, with twenty per centum in addition, within one 
year after the sale, or within six months after final judg- 
ment has been rendered in any suit in which the validity 
of the sale is in question: Provided, said suit be com- 
menced within one year after such sale. 

Sec. 19. The collector may distrain personal property, ^l^^^^^ "^*^ 
except as provided in the section following, and may sell 
the same in the manner hereinafter directed. 

Sec. 20. Property exempt from attachment or distress ^^pPt^^'fYom^'dis- 
by the laws of this state or of the United States shall not *'*^"*' "*"• 
be liable to be distrained for any taxes whatsoever. 

Sec. 21. In all cases where personal property shall be ^If^ ""pro^^rty; 
levied on by any collector, he shall cause notice thereof, ^^^^ ""'' ^""^ 
and of the time and place of sale, to be left at the last and 
usual place of abode of the owner, or personally to be 
given to him, at least five days previous to the appointed 
time of sale, if such owner have a last and usual place of 
abode in the state or if personal notice can be given to 
him. 

Sec. 22. The collector shall also in all cases advertise same subject. 
the same for three successive weeks in a newspaper, if 
there be one published in the town, if not, in the county, 
and shall also post up notices in three public places in 
said town, at least twenty days previous to the appointed 
time of sale. 

Sec. 23. If such owner do not pay the amount of the ^ej^g^^^id^ °°* 
tax, with the interest or percentage and all costs and 
charges, by the time appointed for the sale, the collector 
shall sell the same, or enough to pay said sums, at public 
auction. 

Sec. 24. Any property or surplus of money remaining surplus to be 

returned to 

shall be returned to the owner or person entitled to re- ^^^^er. 
ceive it. If no owner or person entitled to receive the 
same can be found by the collector, he shall deliver such 
property .or surplus of money 'to the town treasurer, who 
shall hold the same subject to the call of the owner 
thereof. 
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ck)iiector may Sec 25. Any coUector may, with consent of the owner, 

remove person- 
al property for remove personal property for sale to any town or place, 

where it may be sold to the best advantage, giving notice 
to the owner as before provided, and giving notice as pro- 
vided by section twenty-two of this chapter, in the town 
or place where the sale is to be made. 

■ 

May follow Sec. 26. If any person or property taxed in one town 

erty to any*^*" removcs or is removed into another town before the tax 

town. 

IS collected, the collector may follow such person or prop- 
erty into any town, and levy or collect the tax with the 
same power as if not removed. 
Sale may be Sec. 27. Any Sale of real or personal estate or of any 

adjourned. . " * 

interest therein, liable for the payment of taxes by the 
provisions of this chapter, may be adjourned from time 
to time. 

Collector may Sec. 28. The collcctor of any tax may recover the 

recover tax, 

how. amount thereof in an action of the case against the per- 

SRI 805 

17 r! 1. m. son taxed, and in the declaration it shall be sufficient to 

24 R. I. 485. 

H5 5- 1- JS?- set forth that the action is to recover a specified sum of 

37 R. I. 364. '^ 

money, being a tax assessed against the defendant, 
specifying the town in which said tax was assessed and 
the time of ordering and assessing the same. 

S^TcU"! S^^- 29- If judgment be rendered in favor of the col- 

to ^^'e°* effedt lector, hc shall have an allowance for his reasonable 
of levy. trouble in attending to the suit, to be taxed by the court 

in the bill of costs, and execution shall issue against the 
real and personal estate of the defendant, and the levy 
of the execution upon any real estate, upon which a Men 
for such tax is created by this chapter, shall be deemed 
to relate back, and take effect from the time of commence- 
ment of such lien. 

Proceedings, Sec. 30. If any person legally taxed shall be out of 

persons taxed "^ ^ o ^ 

thi"ftate* °' ^^^ state, or depart therefrom, leaving no property liable 

for the tax, the collector may summon the attorney, agent, 
factor, trustee or debtor of such person before the dis- 
trict court of the district in which the town where the 
tax is assessed is situated, to declare on oath how much 
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property, if any, of such absent person, he has in his 
possession ; and if he has sufficient property he shall forth- 
with pay such tax and charges, or deliver to the collector 
sufficient property therefor. 

Sec. 31. If any person so summoned shall neglect to warrant of dis- 

•^ ■^ tress to issue, 

appear, or refuse to make oath, or having made oath shall "^^^n. 
refuse to pay such tax and charges, or to deliver to the 
collector sufficient property therefor, if such he has, such 
district court shall forthwith grant to the collector a war- 
rant of distress against the proper goods and chattels of 
such person so summoned, and the collector may distrain 
and sell the same wherever found, or so much thereof as 
will pay the tax and all interest and expenses, in manner 
provided by this chapter; and said district court shall 
have jurisdiction in the premises, although the amount 
involved shall exceed five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 32. If the person so summoned shall pay said tax baS"a<5uon tor 
and charges, or deliver property therefor, or have his |gen"t"^ '^^^'^ ^^ 
own property sold therefor, such proceeding shall be suffi- 
cient to bar any action brought therefor by the absent 
person. 

Sec. 33. The town treasurer may have his action Action against 

*' collector, 

against any collector and his sureties, who shall neglect '''^^' 
to pay in any tax to the town treasury by the time limited 
therefor. 

Sec. 34. In every execution issued by any court Execution, 
against any such collector or his sureties, the words " and served. 
real estate " shall be inserted immediately after the words 
" goods and chattels," and the officer charged therewith 
shall immediately attach and take possession of all the 
estate, real and personal, of such collector within his 
precinct, and shall immediately advertise the same to be 
sold within twenty days thereafter at public auction ; and 
he shall cause enough thereof to be sold to pay the amount 
of such execution, and all incidental costs and expenses ; 
and said sale may be adjourned from time to time. 

Sec. 35. If no estate of the collector can be found in Aiia« against 
the precinct of the officer, or if the same be insufficient, fraJfedrwhen. ^ 
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Warrants in 
force until tax 
is collected. 

27 R. I. 478. 



Collector may 
require aid. 



May be re- 
moved. 



City treasurer 
to be also col- 
lector of taxes 
when no col- 
lector is 
elected. 



the officer shall make return thereof to the clerk's office, 
and an alias execution shall immediately be issued against 
the sureties of such collector, f oi: the amount unpaid, and 
costs and expenses, which shall be levied upon their 
estates, and proceeded with in manner as directed above 
concerning collectors. 

Sec. 36. All warrants for the collecting of taxes shall 
continue in force until the whole tax is collected, notwith- 
standing the time appointed for collecting the tax, or the 
year of office, may have expired, and notwithstanding the 
collector may have paid the tax into the town treasury. 

Sec. 37. Every collector shall have the same right to 
require the aid or assistance of the persons present, in 
the performance of his duty, which a sheriff now has 
by law. 

Sec. 38. Any collector may be removed from office by 
the town or town council, in which case a new warrant 
may issue to the new collector for the collection of the 
portion of any tax not collected. 

Sec. 39. In every city in which a collector of taxes is 
not elected, the city treasurer shall perform all the duties 
and exercise all the powers which by law are imposed and 
conferred upon collectors of taxes. 



(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 300.) 



Distraint for Sec. 40. In case any officer shall distrain for taxes, or 

taxes, or war- 
rant of distress, by auy warrant of distress- whatsoever, the goods and 

to be executed •' •/ 70 

meSts^"^^^" chattels of any person, he shall proceed in the same man- 
ner and be holden to the same rules as hereinbefore 
directed in case of attachments in civil actions. 
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5. — POLL TAXES. 
(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 59.) 

Section 1 (as amended) . The assessors of taxes of l^^l *°heS, 
each town and city shall, at the time of the annual assess- whom.^° 
ment of town and city taxes therein, respectively, assess Pub. Laws, 
against every person in said town or city, who, if regis- i»i<- 
tered, would be qualified to vote, a tax of one dollar, or 
so much thereof as with other taxes shall amount to one 
dollar; and shall also assess a tax of like amount to be 
applied to same purpose against every other - jmilo per- ^ ' 
son of the age of twenty-one years or over, who is not a 
citizen of the United States, and who has had his resi- 
dence in said town or city for six months next preceding 
such assessment. 

Sec 2. The assessors of taxes of each town or city, or Aasessors en 

*^ ' tied to certain 

either of them, or any person by them authorized, may, at from'the'in- 
any time within three months preceding the time of towns^^^d"*' 
assessing the poll-tax in their respective towns or cities, *'**'^^' 
require from any and every inhabitant of such town or 
city such information as may be deemed necessary by 
them, or either of them, to enable said assessors to decide 
whether or not any inhabitant is liable to assessment for 
said tax ; and any person who shall refuse to give such Penalty for re- 

fiisingr to give 

information, or shall wilfully make any false statements ^^^ informa- 
for the purpose of deceiving in the giving of such in- 
formation, shall be punished by fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars, or imprisonment in the county jail for a term not 
exceeding ninety days. 

Sec 3. The assessors of taxes on completing the as- collection of 

poll-tax. 

sessment of taxes as prescribed in this chapter, shall date 
and sign, and within three days thereafter deposit the 
same in the office of the town clerk, except in the city of 
Providence, and in the city of Providence deposit the 
same with the city treasurer thereof. The town clerk 
shall forthwith make a copy of the same and deliver it to 



21 R. I. 582. 
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the town treasurer, and the town treasurer shall forth- 
with issue and affix to said copy a warrant under his 
hand, and which need not be under seal, directed to the 
collector of taxes of the town commanding him to proceed 
and collect the several sums of money therein expressed, 
of the persons liable therefor, by the time directed by the 
town, and to pay over the same to him or to his successor 
in office. Whenever any town shall elect its town treas- 
urer collector of taxes for such town, such warrant shall 
be issued to the town treasurer as collector of taxes by 
pUed^to^pubYic ^^^ town clerk. The tax assessed according to the pro- 
Bchoois. visions of this chapter, shall be applied to the support of 

the public schools in such town or city. 
Tax may be Sec. 4 (tts amended). The tax assessed upon or 

remitted in ^ '^ '^ 

certain casef. agaiust any person who has performed military duty shall 
feso; Y^\ 19, be remitted for the year in which he shall perform such 
^^^^' duty, and said tax assessed against or upon any mariner 

for any year while he is at sea, or upon any honorably 
discharged Union soldier, sailor or marine of the civil war 
or upon any honorably discharged soldier, sailor or marine 
of any foreign war in which the United States shall have 
been engaged, or in any expedition or campaign for which 
the United States government issues a campaign medal, or 
upon any person who, by reason of extreme poverty, is 
unable to pay said tax, shall, upon application of such 
mariner or honorably discharged soldier, sailor or marine, 
or person who, by reason of extreme poverty, is unable 
to pay said tax, to the town council of the town, or to the 
board of assessors of the city wherein said tax was as- 
sessed, be remitted. 

u^ 0? ^\\J^' Sec. 5. The collector of taxes of each town and city 

ore of taxes. gj^^jj j^^^^ ^j^^ samc powcr, and shall proceed in like man- 

. . 582. ^^^^ ^^ collect the taxes assessed under the provisions of 

this chapter as is given and prescribed for the collection 

of taxes by the provisions of chapter sixty:* Provided, 



See page 35. 
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the collector of taxes may specially authorize the town 
clerk or city clerk to receive and receipt for the tax herein 
provided for, from any person. 

Sec. 6. If any person against whom a tax is assessed Penalty for 

•^ "^ non-payment of 

in accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall pon-tax. 
neglect or refuse to pay the same for thirty days after ^^ ^- ^- ^-• 
the same is due, the collector of taxes shall demand the 
same of such person with twenty-five cents for the cost of 
such demand ; and if any such person upon whom demand 
is made as aforesaid shall neglect or refuse to pay such 
tax, together with the cost of making such demand, within 
five days after the date of such demand, then the collector 
of taxes shall, unless said tax has been remitted as is 
hereinbefore provided, levy upon the body of such person 
and commit him to jail in the county of Providence, there 
to remain until he shall pay such tax and all legal costs, 
including cost of making the demand as aforesaid, or be 
discharged therefrom in due course of law. 

Sec. 7. In addition to the powers and authority con- of the collec- 
tion of poll- 

ferred upon collectors of taxes by section six of this chap- taxes. 
ter, the collectors of taxes are hereby authorized and em- 
powered at any time and from time to time to appoint one 
or more special assistants to make the demand specified 
in said section six, and at any time in their discretion to 
revoke any such appointment; and such collectors of 
taxes are further authorized and empowered, in case any 
such person shall neglect or refuse to pay said tax, unless 
remitted, and cost of demand within five days after such 
demand, as specified in said section six, to issue his war- 
rant to such special assistant or assistants, which warrant 
shall run throughout the state, directing them to levy 
upon the body of such person and commit him to jail in 
the county of Providence ; and any such special assistant 
committing any such person shall leave a copy of such 
warrant attested by him with the keeper of said jail. 
Said special assistant for each such levy shall receive a 
fee of one dollar, and for each commitment thereunder a 
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Same subject. 



Collectors of 
taxes to give 
notice of time 
and place for 
the payment of 
poll-tax. 



Ommanding 
officer of mili- 
tary companies 
to make annual 
returns. 



fee of one dollar and shall receive no other fees. Any- 
such special assistant after making levy upon the body 
of such person and before commitment, upon receiving 
the amount of said tax and said costs including the cost 
of said demand, shall forthwith discharge such person 
from arrest, and shall forthwith pay over to said collector 
of taxes said tax and cost of demand. 

Sec. 8. The demand, provided by section six of this 
chapter to be made for said tax and said cost of demand, 
of any person, against whom a tax is assessed in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this chapter, and who shall 
neglect or refuse to pay the same for thirty days after the 
same is due, may be made by the collector of taxes, or any 
special assistant appointed by authority of section seven 
of this chapter by oral demand, or by reading such de- 
mand, if in writing, to such person, or by leaving a copy 
of such written demand, signed by collector of taxes or 
such special assistant making the same, with such person 
or at the last and usual place of abode of such person in 
the hands and possession of some person living there. 

Sec. 9. Collectors of taxes shall give notice for at least 
one week previous thereto of the time and place for the 
payment of the taxes assessed under the provisions of 
this chapter, by posting up notices thereof in three or 
more public places in every town, and one in each ward 
and voting-district in the cities of Providence, Newport, 
Pawtucket, Woonsocket and Central Falls, and one in 
each voting-district in any town divided into voting- 
districts for the purpose of voting, and by publication at 
least once in one or more newspapers, if any there be, 
published in such town or city. 

Sec. 10. The commanding officer of each military com- 
pany in this state shall in each year make return, certified 
and sworn to by him, of all persons, arranging their 
names alphabetically, belonging to such company, to the 
clerk's office of the several towns in which such persons 
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reside. Such returns shall be made within ten days 
previous to the assessment of taxes in such towns 
respectively. 

Sec 11. Every such commanding officer who shall Penalty for 

uCg^lGCC to 

wilfully neglect or refuse to mal^e such return, or shall ^tora."'''^ 
knowingly make a false or imperfect return, shall be fined 
not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec 12. The commanding ofiicers of the several com- how to be 
panies shall require from all officers and privates under 
their command all such returns and evidences under oath 
as may be necessary to enable them to comply with the 
provisions of the constitution and' of this chapter. 

Sec 13. Every such officer or private refusing to J^Jf^J, ^^f 
make such returns or to give such evidence when there- "*^- 
unto duly required, or wilfully making false returns or 
giving false evidence, shall be fined not less than twenty- 
five dollars nor more than, three hundred dollars. 



6. — GENERAL PROVISIONS. 



(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 52.) 



Sec 4. Every person paying taxes on real or personal when to 



give 



estate in the town shall be entitled to certified copies of stTtemrat and 
such statement of accounts, and of any of such vouchers, 
from the town treasurer, upon payment to him therefor 
of the fees for copying and certifying allowed to town 
clerks for like services. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 62.) 

Section 1. Any town may provide for such deduction ^fJTfo^'d^edmv 
from the tax assessed against any person, if paid by an *^*'°* ^^'^ 
appointed time, or for such penalties by way of percentage 
on a tax, if not p^d at the time appointed, not exceeding 
twelve per centum per annum, as they shall deem neces- 
sary to insure punctual payment. 
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20 R. I. 10. 



Compensation 
of the assess- 
ors, town 
clerks and col- 
lectors. 

28 R. I. 901. 
83 R. I. 483. 
37 R. I. 831. 



Sec. 2. Every officer who shall neglect or refuse to 
perform any duty imposed on him in this title,* or who 
shall not comply with the provisions thereof, or who shall 
in any wise knowingly violate any provisions thereof, 
shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year or be fined 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, which fine, in case it 
be a state tax, shall be paid into the state treasury, or if 
a town tax, into the town treasury, or if a fire-corpora- 
tion tax, into the fire-corporation treasury. 

Sec. 3. Whenever any person shall become insolvent, 
or die insolvent, town taxes due from him or his estate 
shall have preference, after debts or taxes due the United 
States and this state, over all other debts or demands, 
save those due for necessary funeral charges, and for 
attendance and medicine during his last sickness. 

Sec. 4. Assessors shall receive such compensation as 
the town shall allow ; town clerks shall be paid for copying 
tax-bills as for other copies ; and collectors shall be paid 
for collecting at the rate of five per centum, unless they 
shall have agreed with the town for a less sum; which 
fees shall be paid out of the town treasury. In case of 
distraint of personal property, or levy on land, the col- 
lector shall have the same fees as sheriffs have in similar 
cases. 



(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 7, as amended.) 



Assessors of 
Providence to 
deliver to board 
of canvassers, 
annually, copy 
of tax assess- 
ment. 

Pub. Laws, 
1060, May 1, 
1914. 



Sec. 18 (as amended) . In the city of Providence, the 
assessors of taxes shall annually, on or before the 
fifteenth day of September, certify and deliver to the 
board of canvassers and registration of said city a copy 
of the tax assessment of said city, which copy shall in 
addition specify the residence by street and number of 
each person resident in said city by them assessed, or the 
street location of the land assessed, in case the residence 
of the owner cannot be ascertained. 



* Title IX — " Of the Levy, Assessment and Collection of Taxes," Gen. 
Laws, revision of 1909, Chaps. 56 to 62. 
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Sec. 21. The proof of the payment of taxes upon real p^oo' of pay- 

^ i- »/ X ment of tax, a 

estate or personal property shall be the certificate of the tl?'2ofiector or 
collector of taxes or of the town treasurer; and the ^^'^'^ treasurer. 
receipt or returns of the collector of taxes shall be sufR- eio^ Aug^n, 
cient evidence for the purpose of procuring the certificate 
of the town treasurer. In case of a highway tax, when by 
law the same may be paid, whether in money or labor, to 
a surveyor of highways, the receipt of such surveyor shall 
be sufficient evidence of such payment for the purpose of 
procuring the certificate of the collector of taxes or of 
the town treasurer. 

• « • • . • .,• 

Sec. 23. Every town clerk, collector of taxes, or other J'el^a^i^to'fur- 
officer authorized to receive the taxes or give the certifi- of^ta^pay-''^^* 
cates, as hereinbefore provided, who shall wilfully refuse "'^"*" 
to grant the certificate therein prescribed to any person 64o.* Aug!^*22, 
demanding the same and legally entitled thereto, or shall 
wilfully and fraudulently grant such certificate to any 
person not legally entitled thereto, shall be fined one 
hundred dollars for each and every oflfence; and in all 
cases, the return of said collector, town treasurer, or 
town clerk shall be deemed evidence of the payment of 
the said tax or taxes. 

Sec. 27. Every officer authorized to receive taxes shall, ^yho to fumish 
upon * * * request and payment or tender (of his who have paid 
legal fees), and without uijreasonable delay, furnish to ejve certwcates 
any elector a certified list of those who have paid to him '"^'^ts. 
state and town taxes, and the amounts and times of such l^^- j^^g%2, 
payments; and shall grant certificates setting forth ^^^^• 
whether a certain person has or has not paid to him such 
taxes, and, if paid, to what amount and at what time; 
and every such officer who shall refuse to furnish or 
unreasonably delay in furnishing such lists or certificates, 
upon payment or tender as aforesaid, shall, for every such 
offence, be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more 
than two hundred dollars. ^ 
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?^pra^rto ^^^- ^*- Every officer authorized to receive taxes, shall 
vXm ^uste^of present to the board of canvassers, at every meeting for 
I^M *who hive the purpose of canvassing, alphabetical lists of all persons 
paid taxes. registered on or before the last day of June next preced- 
640,' Aug. 22, ing in their respectiye towns and cities, who shall have 

paid such officer their taxes, specifying the amount paid 
by each and the time when such payment was made, and 
that the tax was assessed upon property which has not 
been before presented ; except that in the cities of Provi- 
dence and Pawtucket such officer shall present such lists 
to the board of canvassers and registration at such dates 
as shall be required in writing by said board, which lists 
shall contain the residence of each person thereon by 
street and number. 
n^fJrt JrW Sec* 29. Every officer authorized to receive taxes, 
i^ot^^^ neglecting or refusing to make such return to the board 
taxpayers. ^^ canvaiSscrs or to the board of canvassers and registra- 
64o,'AugT^22, tion as aforesaid, shall, for every such offence, be fined 

not less than one hundred dollars nor more than one 
thousand dollars. 



PART IIL 

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF STATE 

TAXES. 



1. — DIRECT STATE TAX ON CITIES AND TOWNS.* 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 39.) 
Section 1 {as amended) . A tax of nine cents on each towm to pay 

to general 

one hundred dollars of the ratable property of the several treasurer annu- 

^ ^ *' ally a tax of 9 

towns as herein set forth shall be annually assessed, col- ^o'orrattwe 
lected and paid by the several towns to the general treas- ^^^^y- 
urer, one-half thereof on or before the fifteenth day of rSb.* 15,^912.^' 
June, and one-half thereof on or before the fifteenth day 
of December in each year. 

Sec. 2. The valuation of the several towns and cities valuation of 
as fixed by the assessors of the said towns and cities towns and 

cities. 

respectively at the assessment of taxes in said towns and 
cities respectively next preceding the respective times of 
payment of the state tax to the general treasurer shall 
be the basis of the tax provided for by section one of this 
chapter. 

• a...... 

Sec. 21, The general treasurer shall from time to time Tax-assign- 
ment orders. 

whenever it. is necessary, in order to provide funds for the 
current disbursements of the state, make and sell for cash 
to any person or corporation upon such terms as seem to 



See also Pub. Laws of 1019, Chap. 1773. p. 127. 
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Duty of town 
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him to be for the interest of the state, tax-assignment 
orders, payable to order or bearer, and which are hereby 
made negotiable, of the whole or any part of the semi- 
annual instalment of the state tax then next to become due 
and payable from any town or city, and the proceeds of 
such sale shall be deposited with the general funds of the 
state, and shall be available in payment of any appro- 
priation lawfully made. 

Sec. 22. Every such tax-assignment order shall have 
effect and operate to sell and assign to the lawful holder 
thereof, the amount of money therein named as the whole 
or a part of the semi-annual instalment of the state tax 
then next to become due and payable on the date therein 
named, from the town or city therein named, shall be 
signed in the name of the state by the general treasurer 
and countersigned by the governor, and shall also, before 
it is issued, have printed or written upon its face 
acknowledgment of notice of its issue, signed by the treas- 
urer of the town or city therein named. 

Sec. 23. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of each 
town or city to sign the acknowledgment of notice on 
every such tax-assignment order as herein before pro- 
vided for whenever thereto requested by the general treas- 
urer, and the treasurer of any town or city wilfully refus- 
ing or neglecting so to do shall be subject to a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars : Provided, that no treas- 
urer of any town or city shall sign such acknowledgment 
on such tax-assignment orders at any time to an amount 
in the aggregate exceeding the total amount of the semi- 
annual instalment of the state tax then next to become 
due and payable to the state from the town or city of 
which he is treasurer. 

Sec. 24. Every such tax-assignment order so issued 
and sold as aforesaid shall be due and payable to the 
holder thereof upon the date therein named, by the town 
or city therein named, at the office of the general treas- 
urer in the city of Providence, and any such payment so 
made by any town or city shall be in discharge and satis- 
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faction of the like amount of the state tax due from it on 
the same date. In case the due date of any such tax- 
assignment order shall by its terms fall on a Sunday or a 
legal holiday, the same shall be due and payable the 
following secular day. 

Sec. 25. In case the town or city named in any such ^^trced.^'''^ 
tax assignment order shall fail to pay the amount namea 
therein, when due, then said amount shall carry interest 
until paid, and the holder thereof shall be entitled to sue 
for and recover the amount of such tax-assignment order 
with interest from maturity from such town or city in 
an action of debt, without further demand or the notice 
otherwise required by law to be first given to towns and 
cities, and the judgment obtained therefor, if not paid by 
the treasurer of such town or city on demand, shall he 
enforced by the superior court, in manner provided by 
section fourteen of chapter forty-six of the General 
Laws.* 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 43.) 

Sec. 18. He (the general treasurer) shall report to J^ u^cL^%, 
the attorney-general every person or town neglecting to gen^lf 
pay, at the times required by law, any sum of money due 
to the state, and the attorney-general shall prosecute 
every such delinquent according to law. 



2. — STATE TAX ON INHABITANTS OR RATABLE 

ESTATES. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 61.) 

Section 1. Whenever any tax is ordered by the gen- secretary of 

stcite to send 

eral assembly to be assessed and levied on the inhabitants ^^" "i^^ 

oop^ or act or- 

or ratable estates within the state, and no special pro- "^^""^ * **''• 
vision is otherwise made in the act ordering said tax, the 



See page 16. 
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secretary of state shall forthwith send a certified copy of 
the act imposing the tax, to the town clerk of every town, 
who shall notify the assessors thereof and deliver such 
copy to them; and the assessors shall immediately give 
notice and proceed to assess the same or their town's pro- 
portion thereof, in the same manner as is by law provided 
for town taxes. 

Sec. 2. Every person who shall bring in a list of his 
ratable estate, if overtaxed, shall have the same remedy 
therefor as if it were a town tax;* and if, on petition, 
judgment be given that such person is overtaxed, or if 
any person's tax for any cause be not collected, the 
deficiency caused thereby in the said tax or in the town's . 
proportion of said tax shall be paid to the state by the 
town treasurer, out of the town treasury. 

Sec. 3. The assessors, having completed the assess- 
ment, shall date, sign and deposit the same in the office 
of the town clerk who shall forthwith send a copy thereof 
to the general treasurer, with the names of the town 
treasurer and collector of taxes of the town, and their 
post-office address. 

Sec. 4. The general treasurer shall forthwith issue 
and affix to said copy his warrant under his hand, and 
which need not be under seal, directed to the collector of 
the town, commanding him, in the name of the state, to 
collect the several sums therein expressed against each 
person's name, by such time as by law is limited, and to 
pay over the same to him or his successors in office. 

Sec. 5. The collector shall proceed forthwith to collect 
the same, in the same manner as is provided in case of 
town taxes.f 

Sec. 6. The general treasurer may have his action 
against any delinquent town collector and his sureties, 
and the like proceedings shall be had as are provided in 
sections thirty-three, thirty-four and thirty-five, of chap- 
ter sixty.f 



* See Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 58, Sees. 14, 15, p. 29. 
t See Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 60, pp. 35-42. 
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Sec. 7. If any town treasurer shall neglect or refuse warrants of 

distress, when 

to deliver to the general treasurer any delinquent col-^ *<> issue. 
lector's bond for suit, the general treasurer shall im- 
mediately issue a warrant of distress against such town 
treasurer, directed to the sheriff or his deputy of the 
county in which such town treasurer resides. 

Sec. 8. Such sheriff or deputy-sheriff shall forthwith how served. 
attach and take possession of all the real and personal 
estate of such town treasurer, and sell the same at public 
auction, in the same manner as in case of a delinquent 
collector. 

Sec. 9. If the assessors neglect to assess, or the col- ne^|ct"to '"^ 
lector to collect, any town's proportion of a state tax, or tuTe't&x?" 
if any town neglect to appoint assessors or a collector, 
the town shall forfeit double the amount of their propor- 
tion of the tax, to be recovered by the general treasurer, 
in an action of debt against the delinquent town, and to 
be collected on execution from the property of the town 
or the inhabitants thereof. 



3. — STATE TAX DEPARTMENT. 

(Pub. Laws, 1912, Chap. 769.) 'J^^„ ^^^ «' 

Section 1 (as amended) . There shall be a board of tax Board of tax 

commissioners, 

-commissioners for the state, consisting of three qualified ^^^ appointed. 
electors, who shall not all be of the same political party p^b. Laws. 
and who shall be severally sworn .to the faithful perform- \m. ^^"^ ^^* 
ance of the duties enumerated in this act and such others 
as are from time to time prescribed by law, and who shall 
hold office for the terms of their appointment or until 
their successors respectively shall be appointed and quali- 
fied to act. At the session of the general assembly in the 
year 1912 the governor, with the advice and consent of 
the senate, shall appoint three such persons to be members 
of the board of tax commissioners ; one to hold office until 
the first day of February, A. D. 1918, one to hold office 
until the first day of February, A. D. 1916, and one to hold 
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office until the first day of February, A. D. 1914. The 
Chairman of govcmor shall designate one of the members of said board 
choiei. so appointed by him at the session of the general assembly 

in the year 1912 as chairman of said board, and thereafter 
the members thereof shall elect one of their number as 
chairman upon the appointment of any new member for a 
full term, and whenever the office may become vacant. In 
the month of January, A. D. 1914, and in the month of 
January in each second year thereafter, the governor, 
with the advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint 
one commissioner to hold office until the first day of 
February in the sixth year after his appointment, to suc- 
ceed the commissioner whose term will next expire. Any 
Yacanciee, how vacancy which may occur in said board when the senate 

is not in session shall be filled by the governor until the 
next session thereof, when he shall, with the advice and 
consent of the senate, appoint some qualified elector to fill 
such vacancy for the remainder of the term. Said com- 
missioners, or any of them, may be removed by the gover- 
nor for cause shown, with the advice and consent of the 
senate. The chairman of said board of tax commissioners 
shall receive, in full compensation for his services on said 
board, an annual salary of five thousand dollars, the 
secretary of said board of tax commissioners, elected by 
the members of said board as provided in Section 2 of 
this act shall receive, in full compensation for his services 
on said board, an annual salary of thirty-three hundred 
dollars, and the remaining commissioner shall receive, in 
full compensation for his services on said board, an an- 
nual salary of three thousand dollars, and the sum of 
eleven thousand three hundred dollars is hereby annually 
appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, for the payment of the salaries of the 
members of said board as provided in this section ; and 
the state auditor is hereby directed to draw his orders 
upon the general treasurer for the payment of said 
sum, or so much thereof as may be from time to time re- 
quired, upon receipt by him of proper vouchers. Said 
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board shall have an office in the state house, which shall be 
assigned for its use by the state house commission. 

Sec. 2 (as amended) . Immediately after the qualifica- ^^f"l^^^ 
tion of the board of tax commissioners appointed at the chosen. 
session of the General Assembly in the year 1912, the fe^w. ^prti lo, 
members thereof shall proceed to elect one of their num- ^^^^' 
ber as secretary, and thereafter said board shall so elect a 
secretary upon the appointment of any new member for a 
full term and whenever the office shall become vacant. 
Said board may employ as clerical assistants in the per- clerical assist- 

ants, and sal- 

f ormance of their duties, one clerk at a salary not exceed- ^nes. 
ing twenty-seven hundred dollars annually ; one clerk at a 
salary not exceeding twenty-four hundred dollars annu- 
ally; one clerk at a salary not exceeding seventeen hun- 
dred dollars annually ; one clerk at a salary not exceeding 
fourteen hundred dollars annually; one clerk at a salary 
not exceeding eleven hundred dollars annually ; one clerk 
at a salary not exceeding nine hundred dollars annually ; 
and such additional clerical assistance as they may require Additional 

clerical assist* 

at an annual expense not exceeding in the aggregate the ^^ce. 

sum of thirteen hundred dollars, and a sum of not exceed- Annual appro- 

priation for 

ing eleven thousand five hundred dollars shall annually be ciencai assist- 

appropriated for that purpose. The salaries of said 

clerks shall in each case be in full compensation for 

all their services in connection with said board. Said Allowance for 

certain expen- 

board shall be allowed for office expenses and other ^^' 

actual expenses incurred by said board, its members 

or its assistants in travelling and in the performance 

of their official duties, including therein the payment of 

fees to probate court officers and of appraisers of estates, 

a sum not exceeding seven thousand one hundred dollars 

annually, and a sum not exceeding seven thousand one 

hundred dollars shall annually be appropriated for said ^"iSSon for^'"*' 

purposes ; and the state auditor is hereby directed to draw ^f!*^'" ^''p^"" 

his orders upon the general treasurer for the payment of 

said sums, or so much thereof as may be from time to 

time required for the payment of the salaries of said 

« 

clerks, for the hiring of additional clerical assistance and 
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for the payment of said expenses, upon receipt by him of 
proper vouchers approved by the chairman of said board. 

Sec. 3. The board of tax commissioners shall have 
general charge of, and control over, the assessment of 
taxes, payable directly to the general treasurer, under 
the provisions of Sections 9 to 33 inclusive, and of Sec- 
tion 45,* of this act, and such other taxes as it is from 
time to time required by law to assess; and all reports 
upon which any such tax is based, shall be made to said 
board. In all cases in which said board shall assess or 
determine the amount of any such tax the board shall 
certify the amount to the general treasurer for collection. 

Sec. 4. The tax commissioners may visit any city or 
town to inspect the work of local assessors, and to confer 
with, advise, and give them such information and request 
of them such action as will tend to produce uniformity in 
valuation and assessment throughout the state. 

Sec. 5. The board of tax commissioners shall cause 
to be prepared, at the expense of the state, uniform blanks 
for the assessment rolls of each city and town, providing 
for the separate assessment of the different classes of 
property of each taxpayer required by law to be sepa- 
rately assessed; and the tax assessors of each city and 
town shall make their respective assessment rolls upon 
such blanks, and shall annually in each year, not less 
than thirty days before the first day upon which the 
taxes so assessed become payable, make report to said 
board of the amount of the several classes of property 
so assessed by them in such form as the board may 
require. 

Sec. 6. The tax assessors of each city and town shall 
also furnish to the board of tax commissioners, upon 
request, such other information from their records re- 
lating to taxes, assessments, and exemptions from taxa- 



* Sec. 45 amended and provision taxing oysters on leased ground 
repealed by Pub. Laws of 1915, Chap. 1242. See Gen. Laws of 1009, 
Chap. 203, Sec. 23, page 141. 
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tion, as said board may deem necessary for the perform- 
ance of its duties. 

Sec. 7 (as amended) . The board of tax commissioners Bienmai report 

of tax commis- 

' shall biennially in the odd-numbered years report to the sioners. how 

IT1aUC| VrllSlX XO 

governor, on or before the first day of February in such contain. 
years, and the governor shall forthwith present such 17^^; ^JJi u, 
report to the general assembly. Such report shall set ^^^®* 
forth the amount of tax assessed upon corporations, 
companies, firms, and individuals paying taxes directly 
to the general treasurer, classified according to the Sev- 
eral statutes under which such taxes are paid; the 
amount of taxable property in each city and town, in 
tabulated form, distinguishing the several classes thereof, 
with the rates of taxation; the amount of property in 
each city and town exempt from taxation, with the causes 
of exemption; and any recommendations for the better 
assessment and collection of taxes which said board may 
deem necessary or advisable : Provided, however, that if 
the governor requests they shall, or if the board of tax 
commissioners deems it necessary or advisable, said board 
may report at other times upon matters relating to 
taxation. 

Sec. 8. Whenever in any proceeding in court, by when tax 

question is 

appeal or otherwise, the constitutionality or construction before a court, 

*^ *^ . the tax com- 

of any tax statute or the validity of the assessment of ™i"' nJt'i^e"'^^ 
any tax is in question, the court before which such pro- he^T^thereon^. 
ceeding is pending shall not proceed with the hearing 
thereof until such notice as the court may direct has been 
given the board of tax commissioners of the pendency of 
such proceeding, so that said board may appear and be 
heard with reference thereto. 

(Pub. Laws, 1919, Chap. 1729.) 

Section 1. The sum of one thousand dollars is hereby Additional 
annually appropriated, in addition to the amount already prfation for ^ 

clerical assist- 

appropriated, for clerical assistance in the office of the *?^ ^^^ ^oard 

of tax corn- 
board of tax commissioners; and the state auditoi: is ^'^'''^^^' 
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hereby directed to draw his orders upon the general 
treasurer from time to time, for the payment of said sum, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, upon vouchers 
approved by the chairman of said board. 

(Pub. Laws, 1919, Chap. 1768.) 

Board of tax SECTION 1. The board of tax commissioners is hereby 

commissioners 

authorized to authorized and empowered, in its discretion, to destroy 

destroy certain sr 7 1 ^ 

documents. ^^x retums, dupUcate records, correspondence, and other 

papers and documents on file in the office of said board 

relating to the assessment of taxes under Chapter 769 of 

the Public Laws of 1912 as amended, except such records 

as relate to public service corporations, which bear a date 

not later than three years prior to the date of the exercise 

of the authority granted by this section ; Provided y that 

mauon oon-*^' Said board of tax commissioners shall have compiled in 

to b^e retaTn^ durable form as a part of its permanent records, all the 

manent records! essential information contained in any corporation tax 

returns destroyed under the provisions of this section 
pertaining to issued capital, dividends, value of shares 
returned, bonded and other indebtedness, total corporate 
value, corporate value in Rhode Island, basis of appor- 
tionment, exempt property, estimated value of physical 
property within and without Rhode Island, gross receipts, 
and in the case of public service corporations gross earn- 
ings returned, and in the case of banks, trust companies 
and national banking associations the fair cash value of 
physical property and the names of shareholders whose 
shares are exempt from taxation. 
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4. — STATE TAX ON MANUFACTURING, MERCAN- 
TILE AND MISCELLANEOUS COR- 
PORATIONS. 



Tax Act of 



(Pub. Laws, 1912, Chap. 769.) iq\1'^>, 

Sec. 9 (as amended*). Every corporation and joint ^ca^-lr'and 
stock company or association, wherever incorporated, "r^wH^r 
carrying on business for profit in this state, all herein- for^profirin^' 
after referred to under the term " corporation " — ex- an annuai^tYx 

, , , . , , • 1. 1 ... on corporate 

cept trust companies, banks or savings banks existing excess. 
under the laws of this state, or banking associations ^7 r. i. uh 
organized under the laws of the United States and located 
within this state ; express corporations carrying on their 
business on steamboats, steam or electric railroads or 
street railways; corporations the principal business of 
which is a steamboat or ferry-boat business as a common 
carrier ; steam or electric railroad or street railway cor- 
porations; corporations operating as common carriers 
dining, sleeping, chair or parlor cars ; public service tele- 
graph, cable or telephone corporations ; corporations the 
principal business of which is manufacturing, selling and 
distributing to the public illuminating or heating gas, 
water, or currents of electricity to be used for light, 
heat or motive power; and except as hereinafter in this 
act providedf — in addition to taxes on its real estate and 
tangible personal property locally or otherwise assessed, 
shall pay an annual tax to the state upon the value of 
that portion of its intangible property hereinafter called 
its corporate excess, and for the purpose of assisting in 
the determination of the amount of such tax shall, on 
or before the first day of March in each year, return to ^.'J*^^ corpora- 

•^ %/ > tjoni to make 

the board of tax commissioners, under the oath of its [ax"'S)mmi8^* 



sioners annu- 



treasurer or person performmg the duties of the treas- aiiy on March 
urer, or of a duly authorized agent or officer, as of De- 



*See Pars. (3) and following (7), pp. 62, 63. 
t -See Sec. 47, p. 91. 
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cember thirty-first next preceding, unless otherwise pro- 
vided : 

1. Name and (1) The name and location within this state of such 

location. ^ ' 

corporation ; and if it have no location in this state, where 
such corporation is located. 

2. Amount and (2) The amount of its capital stock authorized and 
shades of its the amount outstanding, with the number of shares of 

capital stock. 

each; and if there are different clg^sses of stock, the 
amounts and numbers of shares of each class. 

3. Fair cash (3) The average fair cash value of each class of its 
Itock. "" ^"^^^ ' capital stock for the year next prior to the first day of 

the next preceding January, or for such lesser time as 
Pub. Laws, such corporation has been carrying on business. A ma- 
ms! ^ ' ^^' jority of the board of directors, or the president, chair- 
man, treasurer, assistant treasurer or secretary, or any 
duly authorized agent or officer of such corporation, shall 
estimate and appraise the capital stock at its average 
fair cash value for such time. Such estimate shall be 
signed by the directors or officer or agent making it, and 
shall be attached to the corporate return. 

4. Value of (4) The amount and value of its bonded indebted- 
certain in- 
debtedness, ness ; the amount and value of its indebtedness evidenced 

by debentures ; and also the amount and value of its other 
indebtedness incurred for the acquisition of real estate, 
or of tangible personal property; and if any time the 
board of tax commissioners believes that any other in- 
debtedness is not bona fide but is used as a cover for 
distribution of profits, the board may require the return 
of the several classes of indebtedness. 
, ,, , , , (5) The value in each city or town, as assessed for 

6. Value of real ^ ^ */ 7 

personTi^pJop- taxation at the next prior assessment, of its real estate 
ilZuy!"^^ ^^d tangible personal property located in this state, in- 
cluding the value, as fixed by the assessors of taxes in 
any city or town of any property exempt under any local 
exemption. 
6. Value of real (g) Thc location and the fair cash value of the real 

and tangible 

ertTiocated'^ estate and tangible personal property, if any, used in its 
tiatl^^ ^^^ business, and located outside this state, to the best knowl- 
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edge and belief of the person making the return. And 
the return shall show whether the valuation returned is 
the value assessed for taxes in such other jurisdiction or 
is an estimated value. 

(7) A list of the securities and other property and ^cuSti^^and 
the value thereof owned by such corporation as its own ownla^buriot 
property and not used in its business, or which is exempt JJ^. '" ^"^'" 
from taxation by the laws of the United States or of this 
state, and any other property which such corporation 
claims to be exempt from taxation in this state or not 
taxable by law in this state, with the reason for any such 
exemption or non-taxation. 

In case of the illness or absence of the treasurer, or Time of making 

' return by man- 

person performing the duties of the treasurer, of any ufacturfng, 

'V niercantile and 

such corporation, or in case of the illness or absence of CirTOraUonr 
the agent or officer of any such corporation authorized to Cnded^trApni 
make such return so required to be made on or before the ^®^' "^^^^ 
first day of March in any year, or for other reason satis- March ^^'wV\ 
factory to said board of tax commissioners, such board, 
upon application made to it by any such corporation or 
any such officer thereof, on or before the last business 
day of March in any year, may extend the time for mak- 
ing such return to the first business day of April in such 
year. 

Sec. 10 (as amended) . The board of tax commis- '^^^ commis- 

^ ' sioners to de- 

sioners shall annually fix from the return aforesaid, or c^h'vai?e^f 
from other information, the average fair cash value of and'^Sltifrcor- 
each class of the capital stock of each corporation, for S^'^onTr before 
the said year or lesser time the corporation has carried auj. 
on business (except as otherwise provided in this act), P"b. Laws, 

^ ^ ^ ^ ' 1180, Feb. 26. 

and shall mail a notice of such value to each corporation ^^^• 
on or before the first day of May in each year ; but failure 
to receive such notice shall not invalidate such valuation 
or relieve the corporation from compliance with the re- 
quirements of this section or of this act, or excuse the 
non-payment of the tax. If any corporation is not satis- ^'"ppr^^^S" ^' 

Gissatistieci 

fied with the valuation so fixed, said board, upon being so ^^^^ m^\e 
notified on or before the tenth day of May, shall fix an ^""^ **'^'^"' 
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early day at its office when said corporation can be heard 
to show cause why said valuation should be changed, and 
after such hearing said board shall fix such valuation as 
is proper. 
cor^^rate"^ ^^ ^^^* ^^ ^^^ a7nended*) , Each of the corporations re- 
det^ined? ^^ Quired to make the return aforesaid shall be taxed upon 

the value of its corporate excess, which shall be deter- 
mined by the board of tax commissioners, for the pur- 
poses of assessment and taxation, as follows : 

(1) To the value of the total number of its shares 
outstanding determined as aforesaid there shall be added, 
as part of the measure of value of the property of such 
corporation : (a) the total value of its outstanding bonded 
indebtedness, if any; (b) the total value of its outstand- 
ing indebtedness evidenced by debentures, if any; (c) 
the total value of its other indebtedness, if any, incurred 
for the acquisition of real estate or of tangible personal 
property, and such other of its indebtedness as such cor- 
poration shall return; (d) and such other of its indebted- 
ness, if any, as is a cover for a division of its profits. 
F^ow vniiie to (2) In the case of corporations also carrying on 

be apportioned ^ %/ « 

in case of cor fousiness outside of this state, a portion of the value 

porations also ' ^ 

oi?tL'kio^"thr'^^^ ascertained under the prior clause shall be apportioned 
^*^*^- to this state as follows: In the case of corporations de- 

Pub. Laws, 784, riving their profits principally from the ownership, sale, 

March 28, 1912. ii/» ijj. i»j.i n j?i» 

o^ry T -,,. or rental of real estate, and in the case of manufacturing 

oi K. 1. 141. 

corporations and such other corporations as derive their 
corpo?a^M^' profits principally from the sale or use of tangible per- 
chiefly ^fr<?m ^* sonal property, such a proportion as the fair cash value 
tangible per- of their real estate and tangible personal property in this 

state on December thirty-first next preceding bears to 
the fair cash value of their entire real estate and tangible 
personal property then used in their business, without 
any deduction on account of any mortgage or incum- 
brance thereon ; in the case of corporations deriving their 
profits principally from the holding or sale of intangible 
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property, such a proportion as their gross receipts for in the case of 

tr c »/ 7 jTjr c» jr Corporations 

the year ending on December thirty-first next preceding cuil^^ro^^** 
in this state bears to their total gross receipts for such o? ^illtongibfe^* 
year, both within and without this state ; and in any case 
to which these proportions are not equitably applicable, 
in such proportion as is equitable. And said board shall 
have power to require, from time to time, such reports, 
sworn to as hereinbefore provided, as will give said board 
the information necessary to make said apportionment. 

(3) From the total value ascertained under the first Assessed yaiue 

^ ^ or real estate 

Clause of this section; or, in the case of corporations also ;^^i«^*^j!,p. 
carrying on business outside of this state, from the por- JuTted! ^^ '^^' 
tion of the value apportioned to this state under the next 
preceding clause; there shall be deducted the assessed 
value of their real estate and tangible personal property 
located in this state as last assessed for local or state 
taxation, including in the deduction the value of any such 
property exempt from taxation by local authority. 

(4) Said board shall also make such allowance for Property ex 

empt from tax- 

such property as is exempt from taxation, or is not taxa- '^^^'^^J^^ ^^ 
ble in this state, by deducting it from the entire value 42 r. i. 32. 
ascertained under the first clause of this section, or from 
the portion assigned to this state, or from the portion 
assigned to other jurisdictions, as the circumstances 
make equitable. 

(5) The remainder shall constitute the value of the rax commis 

n . »f j» j_i i J • /» • 1 1 • sioners to make 

corporate excess, for the taxation of said corporation, a list annually 

on June 1st of 

Said board, on the first business day of June in each aii corporations 

subject to cor- 

year, shall make up a list of all corporations subject to ["3^*^!?^^^^ 
tax upon their corporate excess, with the amount of the ^iatrexce^r 
corporate excess of each, and shall assess a tax upon each ux t1!l??on^of 
such corporation at the rate of forty cents for each one $ioof"^^ ^^"^ 
hundred dollars of the amount of its corporate excess, 
and enter the amount of the tax against the name of 
each such corporation. Said board shall certify to the List to be cer. 
correctness of such list and deliver a duly attested copy eUi treafS?er, 
thereof as a public record to the general treasurer, who lect the^ tax° 
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shall receive and collect the taxes so assessed in the same 
manner and with the same powers as are prescribed for, 
and given to, collectors of taxes by Chapter 60 of the Gen- 
eral Laws* and by any acts in amendment thereof or in 
addition thereto. Said board shall also forthwith mail 
a notice of the amount of the tax to each such corpora- 
tion, but the failure to receive such notice shall not excuse 
the non-payment of said tax. The tax assessed as afore- 
said shall be payable on the first day of July next after 
its assessment as aforesaid, and if not paid by the fif- 
teenth day of such July shall bear interest from the first 
day of such July at the rate of eight per centum per 
annum until paid, if such payment is made before the 
commencement of legal proceedings for the recovery of 
the tax, and at the rate of ten per centum per annum if 
made after the commencement of such proceedings. Such 
tax, if unpaid, shall constitute a lien upon the real estate 
of such corporation within this state for the space of two 
years after the assessment thereof, and, if such real estate 
be not aliened, then until the same is collected. 

Sec. 12. Whenever the board of tax commissioners 
shall ascertain that any corporation subject to the state 
tax upon its corporate excess has failed to make the re- 
turn required by Section 9 of this act, said board shall 
proceed to assess the tax from any information it can 
obtain for every prior year for which no return has been 
made, with interest as provided in the next preceding 
section from the time at which the tax would have been 
payable. 

Sec. 13. The board of tax commissioners may at any 
time require further information from the officers and 
employees of any corporation which they may deem neces- 
sary to verify, explain, or correct any return made in 
accordance with Section 9 of this act and for the like 
purpose said board, or its authorized agent, may examine 
the books of account of such corporation during business 



.See paff«' 35 
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hours, and in like manner may examine the officers, em- 
ployees, and books of account of any corporation subject 
to the state tax upon its corporate excess which has not 
made the return required by Section 9 of this act for the 
purpose of determining the amount of tax to which such 
corporation should be subject. 

Sec. 14 (as amended). If any officer or employee of fe^f "g-ng 'S^ 
any corporation shall refuse to give to the board of tax Kl^n^h^fii™- 
commissioners or its authorized agent any information mft^an examf' 
reasonably necessary for the determination of its taxable SooiS! ° 
corporate excess, or refuse to permit any examination of p"b. Laws, 784, 

^ ' ^ »7 March 28, 1912. 

the books of the corporation, reasonably necessary for 

the purpose, said board may apply to the superior court 

for an order to compel such officer or employee to give 

such information or permit such examination, and the 

court may, after notice and opportunity for hearing the 

party complained of make such order as is proper, and 

punish as for contempt any refusal or neglect to comply 

with such order ; or if any such corporation shall fail to 

make the return required by Section 9 of this act, or if 

any of its officers shall refuse any of the information or 

permission to examine its books as aforesaid, the superior 

court may, upon petition of said board, restrain such cor- ^aT'be^re" 

poration from the further prosecution of its business cSyint ^^'^ 

until it has made such return, caused its officers to give ^"^^"^• 

the information, or permitted the examination of its 

books, as the case may be. And the pendency of either 

application or petition shall liot be a bar to the other. 

If the return required to be made by Section 9 of this 

act be not made within the time therein fixed or extended, 

the officer or agent neglecting or refusing to make the o^cer or agent 

*^ rnay oe tinea. 

same shall be fined not exceeding five thousand dollars, 
nor less than five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 15. Nothing contained in the return of any cor- information 

•^ obtained under 

poration subject to the state tax upon its corporate ex- {o'be^'divSf^ed 
cess, and no information obtained from any corporation Intt^exc^Sl^' " 
or its officers or employees, either by examination of its m r. i. 437. 
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42 R. I. 270. 



books or otherwise, shall be open to public inspection, nor 
shall any portion of any such return, nor any informa- 
tion so obtained, except the value of the corporate excess 
as determined by the board of tax commissioners, and the 
tax thereon, be disclosed to any one not employed in the 
office of said board, except in proceedings involving the 
validity or proper amount of any such assessment or 
upon order of court. 

Sec. 16. If any tax commissioner or any other person 
shall unlawfully disclose any information contained in 
any return made by any corporation subject to the said 
tax, or any information obtained from any officer or from 
the books of any such corporation he shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and be punished by a fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 17. The board of tax commissioners is hereby 
authorized to require the return called for by Section 9 
and such additional information as may be required under 
the provisions of Section 13 of this act, to be made under 
oath, and any tax commissioner may administer oaths in 
any inquiry made by any of them. Any officer or em- 
ployee of any corporation subject to the state tax upon 
its corporate excess, who shall wilfully make any false 
statement in any return required by this act, or any false 
answer to any inquiry of a tax commissioner, or of any 
authorized agent of said board, in the course of any 
inquiry material to the assessment of any such tax, shall 
upon conviction thereof be deemed guilty of perjury, if 
such statement or answer was made under oath, and if it 
was not made under oath he shall, upon conviction, be 
fined not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 18. Any corporation which is aggrieved by the 
valuation of its capital stock or the tax assessed against 
it as finally fixed by the board of tax commissioners, as 
provided in Section 10 of this act, may, at any time after 
such assessment and prior to the expiration of three 
months after the time for the payment of the tax, petition 
the superior court for the counties of Providence and 
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Bristol, setting forth the reasons why said valuation or 
assessment is alleged to be erroneous and praying relief 
therefrom; and the clerk of such court shall thereupon 
issue a citation substantially in the form provided in Sec- 
tion 15 of Chapter 58 of the General Laws,* to summon 
the board of tax commissioners to answer said petition 
and the court shall proceed to hear said petition and to 
determine whether said assessment was correct, but the 
pendency of such petition shall not before its final deter- 
mination stay any proceedings for the collection of the 
tax. 

Sec. 19. If, upon the final determination of such peti- court may 

' ^ - ^ oonflnn or 

tion, it shall appear that said assessment was correct, the ^^ JJ^: 
court shall confirm the same; or, if incorrect, the court "^^ 
shall determine the proper amount of the valuation and ^^-^ ^^• 
assessment, and if it shall appear that the petitioner, by 
reason of the pajonent of the tax, or otherwise, is en- 
titled to recover any sum of money, the court shall order 
its repayment, with interest at the rate of six per centum 
per annum ; and the general treasurer shall pay such sum 
out of the treasury, on production of a certified copy of 
such order. 

Sec. 20. The owner of shares of stock or of bonds pi^JtioM^'pay. 
or of debentures of any corporation liable to a tax upon SJeiSx^trbe 
its corporate excess under the foregoing provisions shall t^^'the™ 
be exempt from taxation in this state thereon; and the uSfder.** 
owner of any other evidence of indebtedness of any such ^ R- 1- i^i- 
corporation shall be exempt from taxation in this state 
thereon whenever such other indebtedness forms a part of 
the corporate excess taxed in this state to such cor- 
poration.f 



* See page 29. 

t See Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap 57, Soc. {as amended), Clauses 
Second, Eighth and Tenth, pp. 8, 10. 
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5.— FRANCHISE AND MINIMUM TAX ON DO- 
MESTIC CORPORATIONS. 

(Pub. Laws, 1912, Chap. 769, as amended.) 

Sec. 49 (as amended) . Every corporation, joint stock 
company or association incorporated in this state, all 
hereinafter referred to in this section under the term 
** corporation " which pays no tax to the state or a tax 
less than two and fifty one-hundredths dollars on each ten 
thousand dollars or fractional part thereof of its author- 
ized capital, except insurance corporations, religious, 
charitable and literary corporations, and except corpora- 
tions referred to in Sections 25 and 29* of the " Tax Act 
of 1912," shall pay an annual franchise tax to the state 
upon its authorized capital stock which, when added to 
any tax paid by it in the same year to the state on its 
corporate excess, shall equal two and fifty one-hundredths 
dollars for each ten thousand dollars or fractional part 
thereof of such authorized capital: Provided, however, 
that such tax shall not be assessed against any such 
corporation in the year in which such corporation is 
incorporated. 

Every such corporation which transacts no business 
for profit in this state shall, on or before the first day of 
March in each year, return, as of the thirty-first day of 
December next preceding, to the board of tax commis- 
sioners, under oath of its treasurer, or of a duly author- 
ized agent or officer of such corporation, if organized, 
and if not organized, under oath of someone authorized 
to act by the incorporators : 

(1) The name of the corporation and the location of 
its principal office, 

(2) The amount of its capital stock authorized, and 
the amount outstanding, the par value of its capital stock. 



St'o \n\*iv^ S4. 88. 
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and if there are different classes of stock, the amount 
authorized and the amount outstanding of each class. 

The board of tax commissioners, on the first business Board of tax 

commissioners 

day of June in each year, shall make up a list of all cor- ^^"gsment 
porations subject to a tax upon their franchises as afore- i^mJuy- 
said, and shall assess a tax upon each such corporation 
at such rate as will, when added to any tax which such 
corporation pays or is liable to pay to the state in the 
same year, equal two and fifty-one-hundredths dollars for 
each ten thousand dollars or fractional part thereof of 
its authorized capital. And the said board shall enter the General 
amount of the tax assessed against each such corporation, receive ancf 

collect taxes. 

and shall certify to the correctness of such list and de- 
liver a duly attested copy thereof as a public record to 
the general treasurer, who shall receive and collect the 
taxes so assessed, in the same manner and with the same 
powers as are provided in sub-section (5) of Section 11 
of this act.* Said board shall also forthwith mail a Board of tax 

commissioners 

notice of the amount of its tax to each such corporation, t« maii notice 

to corporation 

but failure to receive said notice shall not excuse the non- assessed. 
pajonent of the tax. 

The tax assessed as aforesaid shall be payable on the Tax, when 

payable. 

first day of July next after its assessment as aforesaid, 

and if not paid by the fifteenth day of such July, shall 

bear interest from the first day of such July at the rate of 

eight per centum per annum until paid. The general 

treasurer shall forthwith, after the fifteenth day of July List of delin- 
quent corpora- 

in each year, certify to the board of tax commissioners t^ons to be 

certified to the 

the names of all corporations delinquent in the payment ^^''n.i^^J^rs 
of any taxes due and payable hereunder for a period of treafwlr.*^ 
three years prior thereto, the amounts of said taxes, and 
the dates when said taxes first became due and payable. 
The board of tax commissioners shall thereupon make up 
a list of all such corporations which have failed to pay 
the franchise tax provided in this section for a period of 
three years after the first day of July of the year in which 



See page 65. 
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any such tax first became due and payable, shall certify 
to the correctness of such list, and shall file the same as 
a public record in the office of the secretary of state; 
and upon the filing of such list, so certified, the charter 
or articles of association of each of such corporations set 
forth in said list, shall thereupon become severally for- 
feited by reason of the failure to pay the tax as aforesaid, 
and all such corporations shall thereupon cease to be 
bodies corporate, except as provided in Section 9 of 
Chapter 213 of the General Laws,* and the secretary of 
state shall forthwith mail a notice of such forfeiture of 
charter or articles of association to each such corporation 
at its last known address, but failure to receive said 
notice shall not invalidate said notice; and any such 
corporation or any stockholder, officer or agent thereof, 
continuing to act thereafter under any charter or articles 
of association forfeited as aforesaid, except as provided 
in Section 9 of Chapter 213 of the General Laws, or pend- 
ing an appeal from said forfeiture as hereinafter pro- 
vided, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than fifty dollars 
nor more than one thousand dollars for each offence. 

The secretary of state shall forthwith publish in one 
or more of the daily public newspapers printed in the 
city of Providence, the names of all such corporations 
whose charters or articles of association have been for- 
feited as aforesaid; and any such corporation, by any 
stockholder or officer thereof, aggrieved by the forfeiture 
of the charter or articles of association ot such corpora- 
tion may appeal from such forfeiture, within sixty days 
from the date of such publication, to the superior court, 
and said court shall thereupon proceed as soon as may be 
to hear such appeal after the manner of equitable causes ; 
and if such appellant shall show to the satisfaction of 
said court that the forfeiture of the charter or articles of 
association of any such corporation was erroneous under 



* Revision of 1909. 
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the provisions hereof, or if such appellant shall pay all 
taxes and all interest then due hereunder, then said court 
shall sustain said appeal and shall vacate such forfeiture SSSSS*©?^"^ 
as to such appellant corporation, or, upon failure to show ^****®^- 
error in said forfeiture under the provisions hereof, or to 
pay all taxes and all interest then due hereunder, said 
court shall dismiss said appeal and confirm such for- 
feiture. Upon the sustaining of such appeal of any such ^^^ ^** 
corporation the clerk of the superior court for the county ^^^^^ to be 
in which such appeal is sustained shall, within ten days, wh^'e.^***** ^^ 
file with the secretary of state and with the board of tax 
commissioners an attested copy of the decree vacating 
such forfeiture as to such appellant corporation. 



6. — STATE TAX ON BANK SHARES. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 58.) 

Sec. 5 (as amended). The cashier or treasurer or the fe^^^f SSt 
officer discharging such duties of any trust company, bank tai^^mmi»^* 
or banking association existing under the laws of this vaiu'Tof^tock, 
state, or the United States, and located within this state, viarch i, 

annually. 

shall annually on or before the first day of March make 
and deliver to the board of tax commissioners, a statement l^f ^*y *» 
sworn to by such officer, showing the name of each share- 
holder with his residence and the number of shares be- 
longing to him at the close of the business day next pre- 
ceding the first day of January of such year, with the fair 
cash value of its shares and the location and fair cash 
value of any real estate and tangible personal property, 
and also the fair cash value of any bonds issued by the 
United States or by this state belonging to such trust 
company, bank or banking association, and all such prop- 
erty as is exempt from taxation or is not taxable in this 
state belonging to such trust company, bank or banking 
association, all on said last mentioned date. If such offi- 
cer fails to make such statement by said first day of 
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Sec. 9. Th6 taxes which shall from time to time be 
assessed under the provisions of this chapter, on shares 
in national banking-associations, held by persons not re- 
siding within this state, shall constitute and remain a 
lien upon any such shares, and upon the dividends 
thereon, until all such taxes are paid, and no cashier, or 
other officer of any such banking-association, shall permit 
the transfer of any share of stock taxed under the pro- 
visions of this chapter, or the payment of any dividend 
thereon, until all taxes assessed thereon shall have been 
paid, and said lien shall attach at and from the time said 
tax shall be assessed by any town or city.* The assessors 
of the several towns and cities of the state, whenever they 
shall assess a tax on the stockholders of any bank who are 
non-residents of the state, shall immediately notify said 
bank of such assessments, with the amount assessed to 
each of its stockholders. 

Sec. 10. Every cashier or other officer of any national 
banking-association, who shall fail to comply with or who 
shall violate any of the provisions of this chapter, shall be 
fined not exceeding five hundred dollars for every such 
offence. 



-Tax act of (Pub. Laws, 1912, Chap. 769.) 

1912." 

Bank stock to Sec. 21 (tts amended) . All the shares of stock of any 

cents on $100 of trust company or bank existing under the laws of this 

fair cash value, * v ^ 

d^uctloM^ state (but not including savings banks) f or banking asso- 

pub. Laws, ciations organized under the laws of the United States 

1914.' ^^ *"' and located within this state, shall be annually assessed 



* Modified by Pub. Laws, Chap. 769, Sec. 23, p. 76. 

fSee Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 39, Sec. 3 {as amended), p. 78. 
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to the owners thereof, respectively, by the board of tax 
commissioners at their fair cash value on the business 
day next preceding the first day of January of the year 
in which the return provided for in Section 5 of Chapter 
58 of the General Laws, as amended by Section 42 of this 
act,* is required to be made, first deducting therefrom the 
proportionate part of the fair cash value of the real estate 
and tangible personal property, the fair cash value of any 
bonds issued by the United States or by this state then 
belonging to such trust company, bank or banking asso- 
ciation, and also the fair cash value of such property as 
is exempt from taxation, or is not taxable in this state, 
then belonging to such trust company, bank or banking 
association, and shall be taxed at the uniform rate of 
forty cents for each one hundred dollars of such assessed 
valuation, being the same rate as other moneyed capital 
in the hands of individual citizens of this state is by law 
taxed. The persons who appear from the books of such 
trust company, bank or banking association to be owners 
of shares therein at the close of such business day next 
preceding the said first day of January shall be deemed 
to be the owners thereof. The board of tax commission- Sonera tTdtter- 
ers shall fix from the return provided by this act, or from sTock ^d"notify 

the bank on or 

other information, the value of such shares, and notify before Apni i, 

annually. 

such trust company, bank or banking association acting 
as the agent of such shareholders, of such value on or 

Pcirties EET" 

before the first day of April in each year ; and if any prieved may b« 

heard, how. 

shareholder is not satisfied with the valuation so fixed, 
said board, upon being so notified during the month of 
April, shall fix an early day at its office when such share- 
holder or any interested party can be heard to show cause 
why said valuation should be changed, and after such 
hearing said board shall fix such valuation as appears to 
said board to be proper and in accordance with the rule 
for valuation provided in this section. 

* Again amended by Pub. L«\vs of 1914, Chap. 1068. See page 73. 
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Sec. 22. The board of tax commissioners shall, on or 
before the twentieth day of June in each year, enter the 
amount of the tax aforesaid against the name of each 
shareholder, shall certify to the correctness of such list, 
and deliver a duly attested copy thereof to the general 
treasurer, who shall receive and collect the taxes so 
assessed. Said board shall also forthwith mail a notice 
of the amount of such tax to each such trust company, 
bank and banking association acting for its shareholders 
respectively, but the failure to receive such notice shall 
not excuse the non-payment of said tax. Every such 
trust company, bank or banking association shall pay such 
tax so assessed to the general treasurer on the first day of 
July next after the assessment as aforesaid, and if not 
paid by the fifteenth day of such July, said tax may be 
recovered from such bank and shall bear interest from 
the first day of such July at the rates respectively pro- 
vided in Section 11* of this act. The shares of such trust 
companies, banks and banking associations shall be sub- 
ject to the tax so paid thereon, and such trust company, 
bank or banking association shall have a lien on all the 
shares, rights and property of any shareholder in the 
corporate property for the tax paid on such shareholder's 
shares.! 

Sec. .23. When such tax upon such shares held by per- 
sons without this state is collected by the general treas- 
urer from such banking association organized under the 
laws of the United States, the general treasurer shall 
pay over such tax to the collector of taxes or other person 
authorized to receive the same for the city or town in 
which such banking association is located, the general 
treasurer acting as the agent of such city or town for 
the collection of such tax; the tax of such non-resident 
upon such shares being deemed to be assessed to such 
owner thereof in the city or town where such banking 



* See page 66. 

f See Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 57, Sec. 9, Clauses Second and Eighth, 
pp. 8, 10. 
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association is located and not elsewhere.* This construc- 
tion is declared to be mandatory and not merely directory. 

Sec. 24. All the rights, powers, duties and privileges ^^^^^^^ 
given and conferred, and any penalties imposed, in and ^/JlvrSfS-- 
by Sections 12 to 19t inclusive of this act, shall exist and mlk^g tlu^^ 

1. •, J, •ill j.»j.j. statement. 

be imposed for or against all persons, corporations, trust 
companies, banks, or banking associations whatsoever, 
so far as applicable, in the assessment, payment and col- 
lection of all taxes under this act from such trust com- 
panies, banks or banking associations. The board of tax 
commissioners shall have power to require from time to 
time from such trust companies, banks and banking 
associations and their officers such sworn reports as will 
give such board the information necessary to assess the 
tax provided for under Section 21 of this act. 

(Pub. Laws, 1915, Chap. 1204.) 

Sec. 15. (LOAN AND Investment Companies.) Sec- potn and 
tions 21, 22 and 24 of Chapter 769 of the Public Laws JJJXn^if. 
of 1912, and Clauses 2 and 8 of Section 9 of Chapter 57 
of the General Laws, as amended by Section 39 of Chap- 
ter 769 of the Public Laws of 1912, and any amendments 
or additions thereto, so far as the same relate to the tax- 
ation of banks, trust companies and the stockholders 
thereof, shall be applicable to corporations incorporated 
under this act and the stockholders thereof .$ 

• See Gen. Laws of 1909. Chap. 58, Sec. 9, p. 74. 
fSee pages 66-69. 
J See pages 8, 10, 74. 
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7. — STATE TAX ON SAVINGS AND PARTICIPA- 
TION ACCOUNTS.* 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 39.) 

Savings banks, Sec. 3 (tts amended). Every savings bank shall an- 

to paj- tax on ^ /^ v « 

?e«ferved aSd °" Hually pay to the general treasurer forty cents on each 

^iJithT cert^ o^^ hundred dollars deposited therewith and on each one 

deductions. hundred dollars of reserved profits and other profits after 

1775. A^ 24, deducting therefrom the amount invested in bonds or 

1919 

other evidences of indebtedness of the United States, 
issued on or after the first day of April, A. D. 1918, pro- 
vided such bonds or other evidences of indebtedness were 
subscribed for and purchased at par value for their own 
account and shall have been held by such savings bank 
for a period of six months or more next preceding the 
first day of July in each year, said sums to be ascertained 
from a report to be made by such savings bank to the 
bank commissioner on or before the fifteeenth day of July 
in each and every year, showing the total amount of 
deposits in such savings bank and the total amount of 
reserved profits and other profits therein on the last busi- 
ness day of June in each year, and the total amount of 
bonds or other evidences of indebtedness of the United 
States, subscribed for and purchased at par value for their 
own account, issued on or after the first day of April, 
A. D. 1918, held by said savings bank for a period of six 
months or more next preceding the last business day of 
June, and to be paid on or before the first Monday in 
August. The amount of deposits, reserved profits and 
other profits of every savings bank invested in bonds or 
other evidences of indebtedness of the United States, 
which were subscribed for and purchased at par value for 
their own account, issued on and after the first day of 
April, A. D. 1918, and held by such savings bank for a 



* See Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 57, Sec. 9, Clause Second, p. 8; also 
Sec. 11, p. 12. 
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period of six months or more next preceding the last 
business day of June in each year shall be exempt from 
taxation under the laws of this state. 

Sec. 4 (as amended) . Every bank and trust company f^^^^o^f 
shall annually pay to the general treasurer forty cents on J^j^^ *°tax*^on 
each one hundred dollars deposited therewith on partici- l^^^ alt^ 
pation or in the same manner as in savings banks after t?oi^° ^^^^' 
deducting therefrom the amount invested in bonds or Pub. Laws. 
other evidences of indebtedness of the United States, 1919! ^" *' 
issued on and after the first day of April, A. D. 1918, 
provided such bonds or other evidences of indebtedness >' .' 
were subscribed for and purchased at par value for their * ' : 
own account and shall have been held by such bank or 
trust company for a period of six months or more next 
preceding the first day of July in each year, said sums to 
be ascertained from a report to be made by such bank or 
trust company to the bank commissioner on or before the 
fifteenth day of July in each and every year, showing the 
total amount of such deposits in such bank or trust com- 
pany and the total amount of bonds or other evidences of 
indebtedness of the United States, subscribed for and 
purchased at par value for their own account, issued on 
or after the first day of April, A. D. 1918, held by such 
bank or trust company for a period of six months or more 
next preceding the last business day of June, and to be 
paid on or before the first Monday in August. The 
amount of savings or participation deposits in every bank 
or trust company invested in bonds or other evidences of 
indebtedness of the United States, which were subscribed 
for and purchased at par value for their own account, 
issued on or after the first day of April, A. D. 1918, and 
held by such bank or trust company for a period of «ix 
months or more next preceding the last business day of 
June in each year shall be exempt from taxation under 
the laws of this state. 
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(Pub. Laws, 1916, Chap. 1359) 

Section 1. (Interest-Bearing Deposits in National 
BANKS'.) Every resident of this state having, on the 
last business day of June, an interest-bearing deposit 
in a national bank in this state on participation or de- 
posited in the same manner as in savings banks, shall, 
within twenty days thereafter, except as otherwise pro- 
vided in this act, report in writing and under oath the 
amount thereof and the name and location of such bank 
to the board of tax commissioners on blanks to be pre- 
pared and furnished by said board to such depositor upon 
application therefor. 

Sec. 2. Such reports shall be kept on file by said board 
of tax commissioners for three years from and after the 
dates on which the taxes based thereon become due and 
payable to the state. Such reports shall not be subject 
to the inspection of any person other than the members 
of the said board of tax commissioners and the employees 
in their office and the attorney-general. Any informa- 
tion contained in such reports shall not be disclosed by 
any person authorized to examine the same, except by the 
direction of a court of competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 3. Every person so having a deposit in a national 
bank as aforesaid shall, except as otherwise provided in 
this act, pay a tax to the state which is hereby assessed 
at the rate of four-tenths of one per cent, upon the amount 
of such deposit so held by such national bank on the last 
business day of June ; and no deduction therefrom shall 
be made on account of any indebtedness or exemption. 
Notice of the amount of said tax and the amount of the 
deposit on which said tax is based shall be mailed to each 
depositor liable to such tax, except as otherwise provided 
in this act, by the board of tax commissioners on the first 
business day of September, and failure to receive such 
notice shall not excuse such depositor from the payment 
of the tax. Said board shall also forthwith certify the 
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amount of said tax assessed against each depositor and iV"br5lL?ifl^'^ 
the amount of the deposit on which said tax is based to frewwlrf 
the general treasurer. The taxes imposed by this sec- 
tion shall be paid to the general treasurer for the use of ,',0^ ^w" ***^ 
the state on or before the first day of October next follow- 
ing the dates whereon the reports provided for in Sec- 
tion 1 of this act are required to be made. 

Sec. 4. No other tax shall be assessed on such deposits J^cJ deposita 

^ to be exempt 

in national banks or against the depositors on account f^t" ^^ ^ 
thereof. 

Sec. 5. A depositor who wilfully fails to make the ^^Yd^m&k* 
returns or to pay the taxes provided in this act shall {^^ ^^ p^^ 
forfeit three-quarters of one per cent, of such deposit to 
the use of the state for each month's delay in filing such 
return or in paying such tax. Such tax and forfeitures J^J^^^ ^^^ 
may be recovered in an action on this statute commenced 'ecovered. 
by the general treasurer in the name of the state in the 
superior court holden in the county of Providence. 

Sec. 6. A person having any of the money, chattels, gumnSSed^ 
effects, goods, rights or credits of said depositor in his ^''"**®®- 
possession may be summoned as trustee in any action 
instituted under the preceding section. 

Sec. 7. If the board of tax conimissioners or the court Penaitv may 

he waired 

wherein such action is heard for the recovery of such ^^hen. 
tax or forfeitures become satisfied that such failure was 
not wilful on the part of the depositor, said board of tax 
commissioners or said court may, in its discretion, waive 
any part or all of such penalty. 

Sec. 8. If a national bank in this state so elects, it may National bank 

maj pay taxef 

pay to the state all taxes imposed by this act ; and it shall jjjf^ ^^^^^ 
be lawful for such bank to deduct such taxes so paid from *°^ **°^- 
the interest or deposits then or thereafter held by it be- 
longing to the person from whom such tax becomes due. 

Sec. 9. If a national bank makes the election provided f^c^J^eit 
in the preceding section, it shall file with the board of tax decS* to p*ay^ 
commissioners a stipulation setting forth such fact. If ***** 
such stipulation is filed on or before the last business day 
6 
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of June in any year, it shall take effect on said last named 
date and shall remain in full force and effect until it shall 
thereafter be revoked as hereinafter provided. No de- 
positor in such bank shall be required to pay the tax or 
make the returns specified in. Section 1 of this act while 
such stipulation shall remain in force. A national bank 
filing such stipulation may thereafter revoke it by return- 
ing to the board of tax commissioners for cancellation the 
duplicate certificates issued by said board to said bank 
under Section 10 of this act, the revocation to take effecr 
on the first day of July next following the date upon 
which such certificates are returned for cancellation as 
aforesaid. When such certificates are cancelled as afore- 
said, said bank shall not thereafter be liable to make the 
payments provided in said stipulation except for the taxes 
upon the amount of such deposits held by such bank on 
the last business day of June next following the date upon 
which such certificates are returned for cancellation as 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 10. Upon such stipulation being filed, said board 
of tax commissioners shall issue in duplicate to the bank 
filing the same a certificate showing that it has filed the 
aforesaid stipulation. 

Sec. 11. Every national bank filing such stipulation 
shall thereupon become Habile to the state to make returns 
and pay four-tenths of one per cent, of the amount of 
such deposits held by such bank on the last business day 
of June while such stipulation remains in force. 

Sec, 12. If such bank files a stipulation as provided 
in Section 9 of this act it shall, on or before the fifteenth 
day of July, file with the general treasurer and the board 
of tax commissioners a return, verified by the oath of its 
president, cashier or one of its directors, showing the 
amount of such deposits on the last business day of the 
preceding June, and shall pay to the general treasurer, on 
or before the first Monday in August in each year, four- 
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tenths of one per cent, of such amount. The general ^^f^H^^^ ^^ 

treasurer shall receive and collect the taxes assessed coiilct taxes. 
hereunder. 

Sec. 13. Whenever in the opinion of said board of tax Board of tax 

"^ commissioners 

commissioners it shall be for the best interests of the state JJS^cm ^of ^** 
so to do, they may publish a notice in such newspaper or Kil stipui"^ 
newspapers as they shall designate, setting forth that the revokwoS of 
bank or banks therein named have filed or failed to file a 
stipulation, or have elected to revoke one already filed ; and 
may in like manner notify all depositors having interest- 
bearing deposits therein taxable under this act to file the 
proper returns as provided in Section 1 of this act and 
pay the tax assessed against such depositors in case such 
bank or banks shall fail to file a stipulation or elect to 
revoke one already filed; or that such depositors are ab- 
solved from making such returns and paying such tax in 
case the bank shall file a stipulation or elect to continue 
one theretofore filed. 

Sec. 14. The provisions of this act shall not apply to ^^^^^j!J ^^^ 
any property in this state exempt by law from local taxa- exempt ^from 
tion, nor to state banks, savings banks, and trust com- tws'^'acT* ""^ 
panics, nor to state banks, savings banks and trust com- 
panies which have interest-bearing deposits in national 
banks; nor to interest-bearing deposits of any of said 
banks or trust companies or of national banks in another 
national bank. 

(Pub. Laws, 1914, Chap. 1103.) 

Section 1. In this act the words " credit union '' shall words "credit 

union" defined. 

mean a cooperative association formed for the purpose of 
promoting thrift among its members. 

Sec. 2. A credit union may receive the savings of its credit union 

may receive. 

members m payment for shares or on deposit ; may lend Jj^g^"'^ ^°r«»* 
to its members at reasonable rates or invest as hereinafter 
provided, the funds so accumulated ; and may undertake 
such other activities relating to the purpose of the associa- 
tion, as its by-laws may authorize. 
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francwLj^aSd ^^^' ^^* ^^^ Capital stock, Corporate franchises and 

^wlmp^t^^" personal property, but not the real estate, of credit unions 

from taxation. gjja,ii be exompt f rom taxation : Provided, however, that 

Annual tax of evcry such Credit union shall annually pay to the general 

forty cents on 

each one hun- treasurer forty cents on each one hundred dollars de- 

dred dollars of *' 

paSd^t? genial P^sited therewith in the same manner as in savings banks, 
trensnrer. g^j^ sums to be asccrtaiued from a report to be made by 

such credit union to the bank commissioner on or before 
the fifteenth day in July of each and every year of the 
total amount of such deposits in such credit union on the 
last business day in June in said year, and to be paid on 
or before the first Monday in August. 



8. — STATE TAX ON GROSS EARNINGS OF PUBLIC 

SERVICE CORPORATIONS.* 

[^^y^ ^' (Pub. Laws, 1912, Chap. 769.) 

cOT^rati^M^^ S^^- 25. Every express corporation carrying on its 
?oJ"^roflt^the business on steamboats, steam or electric railroads or 
u^id^t^gTM street railways ; every corporation the principal business 
earn ngs. ^^ which is B. steamboat or ferry-boat business as a com- 

mon carrier; every common carrier steam or electric 
railroad corporation; every street railway corporation; 
every common carrier dining, sleeping, chair or parlor 
car corporation ; every public service telegraph, cable or 
telephone corporation; every corporation, the principal 
business of which is manufacturing, selling and distribut- 
ing to the public illuminating or heating gas, water, or 
currents of electricity to be used for light, heat or motive 
power; carrying on business for profit in this state, in 
addition to a tax upon its real estate and tangible per- 
sonal property locally or otherwise assessed, and, in the 
case of a street railway corporation, in addition to any 
tax to the state upon its earnings provided in Chapter 



See also Gen. Laws of 1009, Cliap. 216, p. 91. 
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216 of the General Laws, or in the charter of any such 
incorporation shall pay, except as is otherwise provided 
in this act,* an annual tax to the state upon the gross 
earnings from its operation in this state ; Provided, how- 
ever, that tolls or charges received by such telegraph, 
cable or telephone corporations from the United States 
for messages sent over their lines by officers of the United 
States upon public business shall not be included in the 
gross earnings of such telegraph, cable or telephone cor- 
porations. 

For the purpose of assisting in the determination of mldTby'^cor- 
the amount of such tax every such corporation included SSS^^^onei?'' 
in this section shall on or before the first day of March March ut7^ 
in each year return to the board of tax commissioners, Showfng:' 
under oath of its treasurer, or person performing the 
duties of treasurer, or of a duly authorized agent or 
officer : — 

(1) The name and location within this state of such i. Name and 

location. 

corporation ; and if it have no location in this state, where 
such corporation is located. 

(2) The total amount of gross earnings from its fMuTr^'oss^' 
operation for the year next preceding the first day of ^^™*"fi^- 
January of the year in which such return is required to 

be made, or for such lesser time as such corporation has 
carried on business. 

Sec. 26. The board of tax commissioners shall an- Tax commis- 

tt /• j» I. J. j» ±.1^ • jf J • sioners to de- 

nually fix from such return or from other information tennme annual 

.- i /. j-i • jt !_• ^^^ earnings 

the amount of the gross earnings of every corporation from such 

return and 

included in the preceding section for the year next prior Ji^^^^T 

to the first day of the next preceding January, or lesser Api^n'^i^. 

time that such corporation has carried on business, and 

notify each such corporation of such amount on or before 

the first day of April in each year, and, if any such cor- oprporation if 

disaatisfied may 

poration is not satisfied with the amount so fixed, said ^ ^^^rd by 

^ ' tax commis- 

board upon being so notified within the first fifteen days "*^'*^" 
of April, shall fix an early day at its office when the offi- 



See Sec. 47, p 01 
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cers of such corporation can be heard to show cause why 
said amount should be changed, and after such hearing 
said board shall fix such amount as appears to be the 
actual amount of such gross earnings. 

Sec, 27. Every corporation included in Section 25 of 
this act shall be taxed upon the amount of the gross 
earnings from its operation in this state, which shall be 
determined for the purposes of assessment and taxation 
as follows : 

( 1 ) In the case of a corporation carrying on business 
wholly within the limits of this state, the entire amount 
of the gross earnings from its operation, ascertained 
under the preceding section. 

(2) In the case of a corporation also carrying on 
business outside of this state, a portion of the entire 
amount of the gross earnings from its operation, ascer- 
tained under the preceding section, shall be apportioned 
to this state as follows : 

(a) In the case of an express corporation carrying 
on its business on steamboats, steam or electric railroads 
or street railways, and in the case of a corporation the 
principal business of which is a steamboat or ferry-boat 
business as a common carrier, the gross earnings of such 
corporation from its operations within this state for the 
year ending December thirty-first next preceding. 

(b) In the case of a common carrier steam or elec- 
tric railroad or street railway corporation such a propor- 
tion as the total mileage of tracks operated by such 
corporation for steam or electric railroad or street rail- 
way purposes within this state, exclusive of sidings and 
turn-outs, on December thirty-first next preceding, bears 
to the total mileage of such tracks then operated by said 
corporation for such purposes, both within and without 
this state. 

(c) In the case of any corporation operating as a 
common carrier dining, sleeping, chair or parlor cars, 
but not in the case of such a public service steam or elec- 



com- 
panies. 
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trie railroad or street railway corporation operating such 
cars as a part of or incidental to its railroad or railway 
business* within this state, such a proportion as the num- 
ber of miles such cars were operated in this state for the 
year ending December thirty-first -next preceding bears 
to the total number of miles such cars were operated for 
such purposes both within and without this state. 

(d) In the case of a public service telegraph, cable (d) Telegraph 

and telephone 

or telephone corporation, such a proportion as the total companies. 
miles of wires operated by suc.h corporation within this 
state on December thirty-first next preceding bears to the 
total mileage of such wires then operated by said corpo- 
ration both within and without this state. 

(e) In the case of a corporation the principal busi- (e) Gas, eiec- 

Iricity and 

ness of which is manufacturing, selling and distributing ^^^f^^ 
to the public illuminating or heating gas, water, or cur- 
rents pf electricity to be used for light, heat or motive 
power, such a proportion as the total miles of mains or 
wires operated by such corporation within this state on 
December thirty-first next preceding bears to the total • 
mileage of such mains or wires then operated by such 
corporation both within and without this state. 

(f ) In any other case to which these proportions are 
not equitably applicable, in such proportion as is 
equitable. 

Sec. 28. The board of tax commissioners on the first Tax commis- 

Bioners to make 

business day of June in each year shall make up a list of » iist of cor- 

* porations liable 

all corporations included in Section 25 of this act, with [^gf tfx ^gn"' 
the amount of gross earnings of each such corporation fmolnt'^of^ 
from its operation in this state, and shall assess a tax amfassiTT' 
upon such corporations at the following rates: In the imatrferryr""' 

./.,,,. .. - ,. Bteam railroads; 

case of such steamboat corporations, ferry-boat corpora- street railways; 

dining, sleep- 

tions, steam or electric railroad corporations, street rail- '"» ^"^ p^^^or 

^ ' car; gas, 

way corporations, dining, sleeping, chair and parlor car wnte^compr'^ 
corporations, gas corporations, water corporations, and "en'tum"^ ^^"^ 
electric lighting, heating and power corporations, one per 
centum of such gross earnings ; in the case of such tele- 
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uf^ne wm- ^^^P^^^ ^able and telephone corporations, two per centum 
E^t^;*M-^'^ o^ such gross earnings; in the case of such express cor- 
£i^ thJSTper porations, three per centum of such gross earnings. Said 

board shall enter the amount of the tax against the name 

Certified list to 

eraHrcMu?!?" ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ corporation, and shall certify to the correct- 
i^t t&i!^ *^^' ness of such list and deliver a duly attested copy thereof 

to the general treasurer, who shall receive and collect 
the taxes so assessed in the same manner and with the 
same powers as are prescribed for, and given to, col- 
lectors of taxes by Chapter 60 of the General Laws,* and 
by any acts in amendment thereof or in addition thereto. 

Notice of tax Said board shall also forthwith mail to each such corpora- 
te be mailed , 

to corporation, tion SL notice of the amount of its tax, but the failure to 

receive such notice shall not excuse the non-payment of 
Tax payable on Said tax. The tax assessed as aforesaid shall be payable 

July 1; unpaid 

taxes to bear on the first day of July next after its assessment as af ore- 
interest. 

said, and if not paid by the fifteenth day of such July 
shall bear interest from the first day of such July at the 
rate of eight per centum per annum until paid, if such 
payment is made before the commencement of legal pro- 
ceedings for the recovery of the tax, and at the rate of 
ten per centum per annum if made after the commence- 
Tax to be a lien mcnt of such procecdings. Such tax, if unpaid, shall 
of corporation, constitute a lien upon the real estate of such corporation 

within this state for the space of two years after the 
assessment thereof, and, if such real estate be not aliened, 
then until the same is collected. 
fl^trt^^ Sec. 29. Except as provided in Chapter 216 of the Gen- 
t!ScVon"ii?-*^^^ eral Laws,t or in any act of incorporation, the taxation 
i»SS^ pro^rty provided in this act upon the gross earnings of every cor- 
exceJof*cor- poration included in Section 25 of this act shall be in lieu 

poration. 

of all other taxation in this state upon the intangible per- 
sonal property or corporate excess of each such corpora- 
tion, and of every such corporation the property of 
which is operated in this state by any such corporation 



• See page i^o 
t See page 1 
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SO liable to such gross earnings tax; and the taxation 
provided in this act upon the gross earnings of telegraph, 
cable and telephone corporations, and upon the gross 
earnings of express corporations, shall also be in lieu of fax^'on^per-"' 
all other taxes upon their lines, cables, conduits, ducts, T teilphJnef 
pipes, machines and machinery, equipment and other per- e^r^^com" 
sonal property or estate used exclusively in their business ""^"'^ 
within this state respectively. 

Sec. 30. The owners of shares of stock or of bonds shares of stock 

in corporations 

or of debentures or of any other evidence of indebtedness payipg k^ow . 

" earnings tax to 

of any corporation liable to a tax upon the gross earnings Jl^atfon^L''^"" 
from its operation in this state under the aforegoing pro- ''^"^ ""^ ^''^^^''' 
visions of this act, and of any corporation included in 
Section 25 of this act, whose property is operated in this 
state by any such corporation so liable to such gross 
earnings tax, shall be exempt from taxation in this state 
thereon.* 

Sec. 31. AH the rights, powers, duties and privileges fg^jualn^to'''' 
given and conferred, and any penalties imposed in and JJ^^v^fe-*^' 
by Sections 12 to 19t inclusive of this act, shall exist and SJakhTg tliJe'' 
be imposed for or against all persons or corporations ^^^*^'"^"**- 
whatsoever, so far as applicable, in the assessment, pay- 
ment and collection of all taxes under this act from the 
corporations included in Section 25 of this act. The 
board of tax commissioners shall have power to require, 
from time to time, from such corporations and their offi- 
cers, such sworn reports as will give said board the in- 
formation necessary to assess the tax provided for under 
Sections 25 to 28, inclusive of this act. If any corpora- Application 

' V JT j^^y Y)e made 

tion or officer or employee thereof shall refuse to give to cSi^'infor- 
said board or its authorized agent any such information, ^^^^ ^"^ ^ 
or refuse to permit any examination of the books of the 
corporation, reasonably necessary for the purpose, said 
board may apply to the superior court for an order to 
compel such officer or employee to give such information 



* See also Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 57, Sec. 9, Clause Eighth, p. 10. 
t See pages 6ft-69. 
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or permit such examination, and the court may, after 
notice and opportunity for hearing the party complained 
of, make such order as is proper, and punish as for con- 
tempt any refusal or neglect to comply with such order. 
Penalty for not Sec. 32. If the rctums rcQuired to be made by Section 

makmgr return 

pr^ib^""® 25 of this act be not made within twenty days after the 

time therein fixed, the officer or agent neglecting or 

refusing to make the s^-me shall be fined not exceeding 

. five thousand dollars, nor less than five hundred dollars. 

^^^Inf^Sg Sec. 33. If the tax provided for by Sections 25 to 28, 
tax'bTytition inclusive of this act be not paid within thirty days after 
to^penor ^j^^ same shall become due and payable, the general treas- 
urer shall apply to the superior court by petition in the 
nature of a petition in equity, setting forth the non-pay- 
ment of such tax and describing the property and choses 
in action of such company or corporation and the name 
or names of the agent or officer of such company or cor- 
poration subscribing the return or reports required to be 
made by Sections 25 and 31 of this act, and the name or 
names of the persons then filling said offices; and the 
court shall thereupon appoint a time for the hearing of 
the matters set forth in said petition, and shall cause a 
reasonable notice thereof to be given to the adverse party, 
and at the time and place of the return of such notice 
shall proceed summarily to hear the parties; and if upon 
the hearing the court shall determine that the said tax 
is due and payable, and has not been paid, the court shall 
forthwith issue an execution for the said tax, which shall 
run to the sheriffs, or their deputies, of the several coun- 
ties of this state, and in which the officer making service 
of such execution shall be commanded to levy upon such 
property of such corporation as may be taken on execu- 
tion, and the officer properly charged with the service of 
said execution shall serve the said execution as com- 
manded, and shall sell the property seized thereon as per- 
sonal property is sold when taken on execution in actions 
at law, or the court shall take such other action as it may 
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deem proper to enforce the payment of such tax by the 
appointment of a receiver of the property, or otherwise. 

• ••••••• 

Sec. 47. * * * The provisions of Sections 9 to 33,* ^Jiti^ne'^^-. 
inclusive, of this act shall not apply to corporations, joint p^vLio^'' uf ^ 
stock companies or associations organized for religious, iS^we^ ^"^ ^^' 
social, charitable or literary purposes, or to domestic 
building-loan associations; or to insurance companies, 
associations or corporations or surety companies which 
pay directly or through their agents the taxes specified 
in Sections 5 to 11, inclusive, of Chapter 39t of the Gen- 
eral Laws, or of any amendments thereof, or to any cor- 
poration expressly exempt from taxation by its charter. 



earnings. 



9. _ SUPPLEMENTAL TAX ON STREET RAILWAY 

COMPANIES.! 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 216.) 

Section 1. For the purpose of providing additional S^piJ^'J'^aJ. 
revenue for the state, every street railway company in- proti^on^^of 
corporated under the laws of this state, accepting the annuaiiy^'plv^^ 

to state £1 tax 

provisions of this chapter, shall annually, hereafter, on upon their 
or before October first, pay to the state a tax upon its 
earnings as follows, viz.: If the annual dividend paid 
by such company during the year ending on the thirtieth 
day of June next preceding the date of the return made 
according to law to the railroad commissioner for such 
year is eight per centum on its capital stock actually 
outstanding during such year, or less, or if no dividend 
is paid by it, the tax payable by it for that year shall be a 
sum equal to one per centum of its gross earnings for that 
year, and if such dividend exceed eight per centum, then 



* See Titles 4, 6 and 8, pp. 61, 73, 84. 
t See page 98. 

j In addition to taxes assessed under Pub. Laws of 1912, Chap. 769, 
Sec. 28, p. 87. 
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the tax payable by it for that year shall be a sum equal 
to the excess of such dividend over eight per centum, but 
in no event shall said tax be less than a sum equal to one 
per centum of such gross earnings, which shall be paid 
without regard to the net earnings of such company : 
Provided, however, that nothing in this chapter contained 
shall deprive any city or town of the right to collect from 
any street railway company any tax or other payment 
(including payments now required for the paving and 
repaving of certain portions of the streets and highways) 
which such company is now under legal obligation to pay 
by virtue of any law of this state, or of any contract or 
agreement with the state, or with any city or town or 
otherwise; nor shall anything in this chapter contained 
deprive any street railway company of any right, privi- 
lege or franchise which it now enjoys, but the payments 
to be made under the provisions of this chapter shall in 
all cases be in addition to any and all special taxes and 
sums which said company is now under such legal obliga- 
tion to pay, and in addition to the taxes now or hereafter 
assessed by any city or town upon the land and buildings 
of any such company ; and the payments in this chapter 
provided for shall be in lieu and satisfaction of all other 
taxes, excises, burthens or impositions whatsoever, by or 
under authority of this state, or of any law thereof, upon 
the property, income, rights, privileges or franchises of 
such companies mentioned in this section, their successors 
and assigns, as shall accept the provisions of this chapter, 
excepting such as are now imposed upon such property, 
incomes, rights, privileges or franchises, and such as may 
hereafter be imposed generally and without discrimina- 
tion upon the property, income, rights, privileges or fran- 
chises of all persons and corporations. 

companief ao- Sec. 2. Every Street railway company, its successors 
visions o? this and assigns, now or hereafter incorporated under the 

chapter to en- 07 

righ^jprivi. laws of this state, operating street railways in any city 
f^^hiSes. or town in this state, which shall accept the provisions 



ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF STATE TAXES. 93 

of this chapter, in manner hereinafter specified, and that ^njoy^enain 
shall agree to the division of profits and make the pay- (c^nS'nue^d). 
ments herein provided, shall have and enjoy, with respect 
to all lines leased, owned or operated by it during the 
continuance of such payments, and in consideration 
thereof, all the rights, privileges, and franchises which it 
has at the time of such acceptance or which may there- 
after be granted to it to construct, maintain, use and 
operate street railways with the cars and all appur- 
tenances of such railways in the manner and by the 
method in use by it at the time of such acceptance, or by 
such improved methods as it may be authorized by the 
general assembly to adopt, and as it may employ from 
time to time, upon, over, and under all the streets, 
avenues, highways and public places in the cities and 
towns in which the tracks of said company may at the 
time of such acceptance be actually located, or in which 
they may thereafter be lawfully located, subject only to 
the right of revocation hereinafter provided for: Pro- 
vided, however, that every street railway company accept- 
ing the provisions of this chapter shall, so long as it con- 
tinues to enjoy the rights, privileges and franchises 
aforesaid, continue to pay to the several cities and towns, 
notwithstanding the expiration of any existing contracts 
or agreements, such sums as are now or may be required 
thereunder until new contracts or agreements shall be 
made, and such sums, not less, however, than those paid 
at the expiration of such existing contracts or agree- 
ments, as may thereafter be agreed upon from time to 
time, and failure on the part of any such street railway 
company to make any payment required by this chapter 
shall cause a forfeiture of all rights, privileges and fran- 
chises conferred and granted thereby; and provided 
further, that no company shall be deemed or held to be 
in default or to have incurred any forfeiture for failure 
to make any such payment, until the amount due thereon 
has been determined by final judgment of court, and such 
judgment has remained unsatisfied for sixty days. 
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Location and Sec. 3. The clty couiicil of any city or the town council 

rf location of . 

tracks. of any town may, after fourteen days' written notice to all 

parties interested of the time and place at which they 
will consider such matter, and after hearing all parties, 
if the public necessity and convenience in the use of any 
portion of a street require it, for good and sufficient rea- 
sons, to be stated in the order therefor, order that the 
location and the right to maintain, continue, and use 
tracks, with poles, wires, and other appurtenances, in 
such portion shall be revoked; and such revocation of 
such location and right shall take effect when approved 
by the railroad commissioner, after public notice and 
hearing. Upon revocation, as aforesaid, the company 
shall remove the tracks in conformity with the order of 
revocation, and shall put the portion of the surface of 
the streets disturbed by such removal in as good condition 
and with the same material as the adjacent surface of 
said streets. If the company neglects to execute such 
order, after thirty days' notice thereof, the city council 
of such city, or the town council of such town, may cause 
the same to be executed and the work done at the expense 
of the company, to be recovered in an action of the case : 
Provided, however, that in each such case of revocation 
such city or town council shall in and by such order grant 
to such company interested a right in another street or 
highway in such city or town, as nearly similar in public 
convenience as possible, to construct, maintain, use, and 
operate its railroad and the appurtenances thereof; and 
provided, further, that no such location or right of any 
company accepting the provisions of this chapter, shall 
hereafter be revoked by any city or town council, except 
under and in accordance with the provisions of this chap- 
ter ; and provided, further, that any city or town council, 
or any company aggrieved thereby, may appeal from any 
decision of any such railroad commissioner upon any such 
order, within thirty days after the rendering of such 
decision, to the supreme court, and such court shall there- 
upon hear and determine all matters of law and fact in- 
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volved in said appeal, including the question of public 
necessity and convenience, and the propriety of the order 
or decree made by such city or town council, and may 
annul, modify, or amend any such order or. decree, and 
take such other action in the premises as law and justice 
may require. 

Sec. 4. The several street railway companies in this ^^j^f J^^ck 
state accepting the provisions of this chapter, may here- [Ss^f'"sSLn^b^" 
after increase their capital stock from time to time to ^J^suhfect^ tT^ 
meet the costs and expenditures actually made for exten- the r^nlZd ""' 

, « i J . T • J 1 j^i commissioner. 

sions and for new construction and equipment, and the 
cost of such extensions or improvements shall be certified 
by the railroad commissioner, and all issues of capital 
stock for such purpose shall be subject to the approval 
of such officer. 

Sec. 5. If the street railway line operated by any com- Tax to be paid, 

now to be com- 
pany which accepts the provisions of this chapter extends p"^«<^- 

beyond the limits of this state, the payments to be made 
by such company under the provisions of this chapter 
shall be computed only upon the gross earnings of such 
company upon its lines within the limits of this state; 
and in case the dividends of such company for any year 
ending on the thirtieth day of June next preceding the 
date upon which such tax is due and payable exceed eight 
per centum on its capital stock actually outstanding in 
such year, the further sum, if any, to be paid by such 
corporation, in addition to a sum equal to one per centum 
on its gross receipts from the operation of its lines 
within the state for such year, shall be the sum required 
to make its payments, under the provisions of this chap- 
ter, equal to an amount which shall bear the same ratio 
to its whole dividends in excess of eight per centum for 
such year as its gross earnings from its lines in this state 
bear to its whole gross earnings for such year. And for 
the purposes of this chapter, the gross earnings of any 
such corporation from its lines within this state for any 
year shall be deemed and taken to be that proportion of 
its total gross earnings for such year which the length 
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Tax not re- 
quired to be 
paid by a 
company, 
when. 



Certain street 
railway com- 
panies to 
make annual 
return to gen- 
eral treasure 
of gross earn- 
ings and 
amount of divi- 
dends paid. 



!*enalty for 
neglect to 
make return. 



Actions to be 

commenced 

when. 



of tracks operated by it in this state, exclusive of sidings 
and turnouts, bears to the total length of tracks, exclu- 
sive of sidings and turnouts, operated by such company 
during such year. 

Sec. 6. No street railway company which accepts the 
provisions of this chapter shall be required to pay the 
sums herein provided for during any period when its lines 
are operated under a lease or otherwise by another com- 
pany which accepts the provisions of this chapter and 
pays the tax herein imposed. 

Sec. 7. Every street railway company subject to the 
provisions of this chapter, shall make and file with the 
general treasurer, at the time of making payment of the 
state tax provided for by this chapter, a certificate, signed 
and sworn to by its treasurer or other officer designated 
by its board of directors, setting forth the gross earnings 
of the company and the amount of any dividends paid by 
it during the year ending on the thirtieth of June next 
preceding the date of such payment, and showing the 
manner in which the tax paid at the time is computed. 

Sec. 8. If any such company shall neglect to make or 
file the certificate hereinbefore required, it shall become 
liable to pay to the general treasurer, for the use of the 
state, the sum of twenty-five dollars for each day that 
such neglect shall continue, which sum and also any 
amount at any time remaining due from such company 
upon any payment required to be made by it under the 
provisions of this chapter may be recovered of such com- 
pany, with double interest and double costs, by the officer 
entitled to receive the same, in an action of the case. 

Sec. 9. All actions for the collection of any payment 
required to be made under the provisions of this chapter, 
shall be commenced within four years from the time fixed 
for the making of such payment, and not after; and no 
company shall be deemed or held to be in default or to 
have incurred any forfeiture for failure to make any such 
payment until the amount due thereon has been deter- 
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mined by final judgment of court and such judgment has 
remained unsatisfied for sixty days. 

Sec. 10. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply ^vhen to tak« 

effect. 

to any street railway company until such provisions shall 
have been accepted and assented to in writing by such 
street railway company, and the payments provided for 
in this chapter to be made by any such street railway 
company shall not commence until a written assent is de- 
livered by such railroad company to the State of Rhode . 
Island, and the secretary of state is hereby authorized 
and directed to accept the same in the name and on behalf 
of the State of Rhode Island, and under its seal, and to 
sign, seal, and execute such acceptance in duplicate, and 
to deliver one of said duplicates to every such assenting 
street railway company immediately upon the assent of 
such company, and the other of said duplicates to the 
general treasurer, and thereupon the provisions of this 
chapter shall be binding and in full force between the 
state and such assenting company, and shall not be 
altered or amended without the consent of both parties, 
and all acts and parts of acts, ordinances, votes, and 
assents inconsistent herewith are hereby annulled and 
repealed : Provided, however, that the provisions of this 
chapter shall not apply to any street railway company 
incorporated on or before the twentieth day of Septem- 
ber, A. D. eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, which did 
not on or before the sixteenth day of October, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and ninety-nine accept the provisions 
of chapter five hundred eighty of the Public Laws, passed 
June fifteenth, A. D. eighteen hundred and ninety-eight ; 
and provided, further, that with respect to companies 
which have already accepted the provisions of said chap- 
ter five hundred eighty, this chapter shall not be con- 
strued as an alteration, amendment, or repeal of said 
chapter five hundred eighty, but shall be construed as 
continuing in full force the provisions of said chapter 
five hundred eighty. 
7 
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10. — STATE TAX ON FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 

INSURANCE COMPANIES.* 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 39.) 

SuTuaf^insur- ^^^' ^ (^^ amended). Every mutual insurance corn- 
Sir tT"p?y a Pany incorporated and doing business in this state shall 
SJt?^'!r^g?^ annually, on the first Monday in April, pay to the general 
evel^^"?ther treasurer a tax of one per centum ; and every other insur- 

domestic insur- . . _ i i • i • • j^i • 

ance company ancc company incorporated and domg business m this 
per cent. state shall annually, oh the first Monday in April, pay 

F^* i5'^ioi2^^' *^ ^^^ general treasurer a tax of two per centum, on the 
40 R. 1. 241. premiums and assessments received by such company 

during the year ending on the thirty-first day of De- 
cember next preceding (without any deductions for divi- 
dends or unearned premiums applied in part payment of 
such premiums or returned to policyholders in cash or 
otherwise), on property and upon the lives of individuals 
insured by such company within the state, and on prop- 
erty and upon the lives of individuals insured by such 
company in any other state on which such company has 
not paid, and is not liable to pay a tax to such other state : 
Provided, that such companies issuing the standard form 
of fire policy prescribed by Chapter 222 of the General 
Laws may deduct from such premiums and assessments 
so much thereof as shall have been returned to the holders 
of such policies during said year upon cancellations 
thereof as required by Section 5 of said Chapter 222.t 
Foreign mutual Sec. 6 (tts amended) . Every agent of an insurance 

insurance com- 

pani^ and ^ company and every agent of a surety company not incor- 

^i^Jent.'Sf porated by this state, doing business or residing herein, 

S^l! othCT ' shall, during the month of January in every year, make 

an'c^^^oiJrp'^es retums to the general treasurer, in such form as he may 

tSo ^r^t. prescribe, of the amount insured or procured to be in- 

pub. Law^ 769, sured by him, and by his sub-agents in this state, during 

Feb. 15* 1W2. 



* See Pub. Laws of 1912, Chap. 769, Sec. 47, p. 91 ; also Gen. Laws 
of 1909, Chap. 57, Sec. 9 {as amended) , Clause Eleventh, p. 11; also foot- 
note, p. viii. 

t Gen. Laws, revision of 1909. 
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the year ending on the thirty-first day of December next 
preceding, and of the amount of premiums received, and 
assessments collected during the said period by such 
company or any of its agents or sub-agents within this 
state, or from any person or persons residing therein; 
and every such agent of a mutual insurance company, 
and of a mutual surety company, shall at the same time 
pay to the general treasurer a tax of one per centum, 
and every such agent of every other insurance company, 
and of every other surety company, shall at the same time 
pay a tax of two per centum, on the amount of such pre- 
miums and assessments, without any deduction for divi- 
dends or unearned premiums applied in part payment of 
such premiums or returned to policyholders in cash or 
otherwise: Provided, that such companies issuing the 
standard form of fire policy prescribed by Chapter 222 
of the General Laws may deduct from such premiums and 
assessments so much thereof as shall have been returned 
to the holders of such policies during said year upon can- 
cellations thereof as required by Section 5 of said Chapter 
222. 

Sec. 7. If any such agent shall neglect to make such Penalty for 

tiBfirlcct etc to 

returns and payments as are prescribed by the preceding ^a^ wch 're- 
section, or if he shall make the same falsely or fraudu- payments. 
lently, he shall be fined for every such offence not exceed- . 
ing one thousand dollars, and a suit upon his bond, given 
to secure the payment of such tax, shall be forthwith 
prosecuted. 

Sec. 8. Every such agent shall, before making or pro- Agent to giv« 
curing to be made any contract of insurance as aforesaid, 
give bond to the general treasurer, with two or more 
sureties to be approved by him, in such sum as he shall 
designate (said sum in no case to be less than two hun- 
dred dollars for each company represented) with con- 
dition to make the annual returns before prescribed and 
to pay said tax. 

Sec. 9. Every person who acts or aids in any manner sub agent* of 
in negotiating contracts of insurance or reinsurance, or ["mierdetoedf 
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Who may act 
aa Bub-agent. 



Payments for 

policies 
deemed prem- 
iums. 



8ame charges 
are to be im- 
posed on the 
foreign insur- 
ance companies, 
as are imposed, 
in other states 
on companies 
of this state. 

Pub. Laws, 
1063. May 4, 
1914. 



placing risks or effecting insurance or reinsurance, for 
any person other than himself, and receiving compensa- 
tion therefor, in any insurance company not incorporated 
under the authority of this state, and who is accountable 
to any agent in this state of such insurance company for 
premiums received, shall be known and designated as a 
sub-agent* 

Sec. 10. No person shall act as a sub-agent of any 
insurance company not incorporated under the authority 
of this state, until he has procured from the insurance 
commissioner a certificate of authority so to act, for 
which he shall pay two dollars to and for the use of the 
state. Such certificate shall continue in force until the 
first day of April next after the date thereof, and shall 
authorize the person named therein to negotiate contracts 
of insurance, or reinsurance, for the agent of any insur- 
ance company not incorporated under the authority of 
this state, duly authorized to do business therein : Pro- 
vided, such agent has, according to law, given bond to 
make returns and pay taxes, and has complied with all 
the other requirements of law. 

Sec. 11. All payments made for policies, whether in 
money or by note or other security, shall be deemed to be 
premiums within the meaning of the preceding sections 
of this chapter. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 219.) 

Sec. 23 (as amended) . Whenever by the laws of any 
other state of the United States any fees, charges, taxes, 
deposits of money or of securities or other obligations or 
prohibitions are imposed on insurance companies incor- 
porated or organized under the laws of this state or on 
the agents of such insurance companies, so long as such 
laws continue in force, the like fees, charges, taxes, de- 
posits and obligations shall be imposed on the like insur- 
ance companies doing business in this state which are 
incorporated or organized under the laws of such other 
state and on their agents. 
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(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 220.) 

Sec. 25. Every insurance company not incorporated ^^"^^l^^ {"^^J^^^ 
in this state, applying for admission to transact business j,"an"iS?''^ '^"'* 
therein, shall pay to the insurance commissioner, for the 
use of the state, for filing copy of its charter or deed of 
settlement the sum of thirty dollars ; for filing statement 
preliminary to admission, and for filing each annual state- 
ment after admission, the sum of twenty dollars ; and for 
each agent's certificate, annually, the sum of two dollars. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 224.) 

Sec. 16. (Life and Casualty Insurance on the 
Assessment Plan.) Every such corporation not incor- Fees to be paid. 
porated in this state applying for admission to transact 
business therein, shall pay to the insurance commissioner 
for the use of the state, for filing copy of its charter or 
deed of settlement, the sum of thirty dollars; for filing 
statement preliminary to admission, the sum of twenty 
dollars; and for each agent^s certificate, annually, the 
sum of two dollars. 

Sec. 17. Every corporation doing business in this Agents to give 
state, under the provisions of this chapter, shall comply returns and 
with all the requirements of sections six and eight of 
chapter thirty-nine.* 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 225.) 

Sec. 15. Every surety company not incorporated in Fees to be paid 
this state, applying for admission to transact business surety °to^ 
therein, shall pay to the insurance commissioner for the mission, and 

for agent's cer- 

use of the state, for filing copy of its charter or deed of tificate. 
settlement, the sum of thirty dollars ; for filing statement 
preliminary to admission, and for filing each annual 
statement after admission, the sum of twenty dollars ; and 
for each agent's certificate, annually, the sum of two 
dollars. 



See pp. 98, 99. 
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11. — STATE TAX ON FOREIGN BUILDING-LOAN 

ASSOCIATIONS.* 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 228.) 

Sng^'^S' Section 1 (as amended). The name "building-loan 
?Sh^'to to? association " used in this chapter shall include all corpo- 
^^^^^' rations, societies, organizations or associations heretofore 

mV 7,^mo, ' or hereafter organized or incorporated under the laws of 
any foreign country, or of any state or territory of the 
United States other than the state of Rhode Island, which 
do a saving and loan or investment business on the build- 
ing society plan, whether mutual or otherwise, and 
whether issuing certificates of stock which mature at a 
fixed time in advance or not. 

• ••••«•• 

License, when Sec. 4 (tts amended). If the bank commissioner be- 

to be issued. 

comes satisfied, after an examination, that the building- 

Pub. Laws, 452, . i • j. j i_ • • j.i • j. j. • 

May 7. 1900. loan association applying to do business m this state is 
solvent and possessed of suflicient assets as provided by 
section two of this chapter, and is conducting its business 
according to law, he shall issue to such building-loan 
association a license to do business in this state, for which 
said license said building-loan association shall pay a fee 
of twenty-five dollars; but if said examination so made 
by said bank commissioner shall show said building-loan 
association to be insolvent or not possessed of sufficient 
assets as provided by this chapter, the said bank com- 
missioner shall refuse to issue the license aforesaid, and 
forthwith notify said building-loan association of his 
refusal, with the reasons therefor ; and upon such refusal 

Appeals. said building-loan association applying for said license 

may appeal, within ninety days from the time.it is notified 
of such refusal, to the supreme court. Upon the filing 
of said appeal said appellant shall give bond in a sum 



* For domestic building-loan associations see Pub. Laws of 1912, Chap. 
769, Sec. 47, p. 91; also Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 57, Sec. 9, Clause 
Second, p. 8. 
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not less than two hundred dollars to the state of Rhode 
Island, with surety satisfactory to the clerk of said court, 
conditioned that if said appeal is not sustained to pay all 
lawful costs to be taxed by said clerk. Said supreme 
court shall proceed to hear such appeal after the manner 
of equitable causes, and if said appellant shall show to 
the satisfaction of said court that it is entitled to be 
allowed to do business in this state under the provisions 
of this chapter, the court shall sustain said appeal, and it 
shall be the duty of the bank commissioner to at once 
issue the license to said appellant in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter. 

• ••••••• 

Sec. 6. Every building-loan association admitted to do Annual tax. 
business under the provisions of this chapter shall, before 
the first day of February in each year, pay a tax to the 
general treasurer of this state equal to one-fourth of one 
per centum on the amount of the capital actually paid in 
to December thirty-first of the preceding year, from resi- 
dents of this state, less the amount of all certificates with- 
drawn, and less, also, the amount of its outstanding loan 
secured by its shares on bond and mortgage on real estate 
within this state and secured by its shares pledged by 
residents of this state ; and said building-loan association 
and its shares shall be exempt from payment of any other 
tax whatsoever, except it shall be assessed for and pay a 
tax on all real estate acquired in this state in the course of 
its business. 



12. — STATE TAX ON NET ESTATES, INHERIT^ 87r iio?: 
ANCES, LEGACIES AND GIFTS. 



Inheritance 



(Pub. Laws, 1916, Chap. 1339.) tlflTTt 



1916." 



Section 1. A tax shall be and is hereby imposed upon Tax to be im- 

* posed upon net 

the net estate of every resident decedent, and upon the ^SftVinoT-' 

net estate of every non-resident decedent consisting of decedent. 



104 



RHODE ISLAND TAX LAWS. 



Rate and ex- 
emption. 



Exemption in 
case of non- 
resident. 



Sworn state- 
ment to be 
filed. 



Failure to file 
statement. 



Value of net 
estate of 
resident 
decedent, how 
ascertained. 



real property located within this state, or any interest 
therein, as a tax ^ upon the right to transfer. Such tax 
shall be imposed at the rate of one-half of one per centum 
upon the excess value of each said estate over $5,000: 
Provided, that in the case of the estate of a non-resident 
decedent only such proportion of said exemption of 
$5,000 shall be allowed, as the value of the real property 
located in Rhode Island, or any interest therein, bears to 
the value of the entire estate wherever located ; and pro- 
vided, further, that the executor, administrator or trustee 
of such non-resident decedent's estate shall file with the 
board of tax commissioners a sworn statement showing 
the full and fair cash value of the entire estate. If said 
statement is not filed as herein provided, no exemption 
shall be allowed. 

Sec. 2. The value of the net estate of a resident de- 
cedent for the assessment of the tax imposed by Section 1 
of this act shall be ascertained by taking the full and 
fair cash value of the real property located within this 
state and of any interest therein, and of the tangible and 
intangible personal property of the decedent at the date 
of his decease, including the property and interests de- 
scribed in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of Section 5 of this act, 
and adding thereto all gains made during the settlement 
of the estate in reducing the intangible personal property 
thereof to possession, except so much of such intangible 
personal property as is represented by bonds and stock 
in any corporation, and income accruing after death. 
From the value thus obtained there shall be deducted the 
amount of all claims allowed against the estate, all 
funeral expenses and expenses of administration, the 
amount of the allowance made for the support of the 
widow and family of the decedent by the probate court in 
accordance with law, and the amount at the death of the 
decedent of all unpaid mortgages, except mortgages on 
real property not located within this state, not deducted 
in the appraisal of the property mortgaged; and there 
shall be also deducted all losses incurred during the settle- 
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ment of the estate in the reduction of the intangible per- 
sonal property to possession, except so much of such in- 
tangible personal property as is represented by bonds and 
stock in any corporation. 

The value of the net estate of a non-resident decedent d^c"edlnt!^°8ame 
for the assessment of the tax imposed by Section 1 of this ^^^^''*- 
act shall be ascertained by taking the full and fair cash 
value of the real property located in Rhode Island, and 
any interest therein, including such real property and 
interests in real property as are described in paragraphs 
2, 3 and 4 of Section 5 of this act, and deducting there- 
from such proportion of the indebtedness of the entire 
estate of such non-resident decedent as the value of said 
real property and interests therein, and of any tangible 
personal property of such decedent located within this 
state bears to the value of the entire estate: Provided, 
that only the excess of such proportion of indebtedness 
over and above the value of said tangible personal prop- 
erty shall be deducted from the appraised value of said 
real property; and provided, further, that the executor, mcnt°to^be^" 
administrator, or trustee, of such non-resident decedent's ^^^^' 
estate shall file with the board of tax commissioners a 
sworn statement showing the full and fair cash value of 
the entire estate and the indebtedness of said estate. If 
said statement is not filed as herein provided, only such g^tatemenf ^^^ 
debts and expenses as are chargeable to the said real 
property under the laws of this state shall be deducted. 
The full and fair cash value of the net estate of a decedent ^^^"« ""l "^^^ 

estate, how 

shall be determined by the board of tax commissioners ^^^rmined. 
as aforesaid in accordance with the provisions of Sec- 
tions 22, 23, 24 and 31 of this act. 

Sec. 3. The tax imposed by Section 1 of this act shall Tax, how 

assesBed, and 

be assessed upon the full and fair cash value of the net "^*^^^- 
estate determined by the board of tax commissioners as 
hereinbefore provided and notice of the amount of said 
tax shall be mailed to the executor, administrator, or 
trustee by said board, but failure to receive said notice 
shall not excuse the non-payment of or invalidate said 
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tax. The board of tax commissioners shall certify the 
amount of such tax to the general treasurer, who shall 
receive and collect the taxes so assessed in the same man- 
ner and with the same powers as are prescribed for and 
given to the collectors of taxes by Chapter 60 of the 
General Laws* and by any acts in amendment thereof or 
in addition thereto. Such tax shall be due and payable 
by the executor, administrator, or trustee of the estate 
immediately upon notification of the amount thereof, and 
if not paid within thirty days thereafter shall bear in- 
terest at the rate of eight per centum per annum from 
the date of such notification. Said tax shall be paid 
direct to the general treasurer of the state for the use 
of the state, and shall be and remain a lien upon the 
estate until the same shall be paid, and the executors, 
administrators, or trustees shall be personally liable for 
such tax until the same is paid. An executor, adminis- 
trator, or trustee may deposit with the general treasurer 
a sum of money sufficient in the opinion of the board of 
tax commissioners to pay the tax which may become due 
under the provisions of Section 1 of this act, and when 
said tax has been determined and certified as aforesaid 
the general treasurer shall repay to said executor, ad- 
ministrator, or trustee the difference between the tax 
certified and the amount deposited, and the lien upon the 
estate hereinbefore imposed shall be discharged by the 
acceptance of said deposit. 

Sec. 4. Whenever claims shall be allowed against the 
estate of a decedent after the payment of the tax imposed 
by Section 1 of this act the general treasurer shall upon 
receiving a certified copy of the records of the probate 
court or other court of competent jurisdiction showing 
the proof of the allowance of such claims, or upon receipt 
of such other proof thereof as may be satisfactory to the 
board of tax commissioners, refund such equitable pro- 
portion of the tax represented by such claims to the 
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executor, administrator, or trustee of such estate, without 
any further act or resolution making appropriation 
therefor. Any executor, administrator, or trustee may Appeal from 

** aasessment, 

appeal from the assessment of said tax as provided in how taken. 
Section 26 of this act. 
Sec. 5. A tax shall be and is hereby imposed upon any Tax on transfer 

of property 

transfer by a resident of this state of any real property ^y a resident. 
within the state, or any tangible or intangible personal 
property, or interest therein or income therefrom, and 
by a non-resident of this state of any real property within f^.|g^°" 
the state or any interest therein, to any person or per- 
sons, in trust or otherwise, as a tax upon the right to 
receive, in the following cases : 

(1) When the transfer is under a will or by the ^g^^^^ ""^«^ 
statutes of descent and distribution of this state. 

(2) When the transfer is made by deed, grant, bar- Transfer by 

deed firrant 

gain, sale or gift, without valuable and adequate con- bargain, saie, 

grift, etc., 

sideration, and in contemplation of the death of the when. 
grantor, vendor or donor, or intended to take effect in 
possession or enjoyment at or after such death. Such 
tax shall be imposed when any such person becomes bene- 
ficially entitled, in possession or expectancy, to any prop- 
erty, or interest therein, or the income therefrom by any 
such transfer, whether made before or after the passage 
of this act. 

(3) Whenever any person shall exercise a power of Transfer bv 

exercise of 

appointment, derived from any disposition of property power of 

appointment. 

made whether before or after the passage of this act, 
such appointment when made shall be deemed a transfer 
taxable under the provisions of this act in the same 
manner as though the property to which such appoint- 
ment relates belonged absolutely to the donee of such 
power and had been bequeathed or devised by such donee 
by will; and whenever any person possessing such a 
power of appointment so derived shall omit or fail to 
exercise the same within the time provided therefor in 
whole or in part, a transfer taxable under the provisions 
of this act shall be deemed to take place to the extent of 
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such omission or failure, in the same manner as though 
the person thereby becoming entitled to the possession or 
enjoyment of the property to which such power related 
had succeeded thereto by a will of the donee of the power 
failing to exercise such power, and shall take effect at 
the time of such omission or failure. 

(4) Whenever any person during his life shall ap- 
point a trustee naming himself or others as beneficiaries, 
and providing for the administration of said trust after 
his death or providing for a termination of said trust and 
a distribution of the trust estate or any part thereof at 
his death, a transfer taxable under the provisions of this 
act shall be deemed to take place upon the death of the 
creator of said trust. 

(5) Dower and curtesy in property located within 
the state shall be deemed to be interests in real property 
subject to the tax imposed by this section. 

Sec. 6. All taxes imposed by Section 5 of this act 
shall be assessed by the board of tax commissioners upon 
the full and fair cash value of the property transferred 
at the rate hereinafter described and only upon the excess 
of the exemption hereinafter granted, to be paid direct 
to the general treasurer of the state, for the use of the 
state, and all executors, administrators, or trustees shall 
be personally liable for any and all such taxes until the 
same are paid- Notice of the amount of said taxes shall 
be mailed to the executor, administrator, or trustee liable 
therefor, by said board, and upon request made to them 
to any other person by whom said taxes are payable, but 
failure to receive said notice shall not excuse the non- 
payment of or invalidate said taxes ; and unless appeal is 
taken from such assessment, as hereinafter provided, the 
amount of taxes so assessed shall be final. Said board 
shall certify the amount of such taxes to the general 
treasurer who shall receive and collect the taxes so as- 
sessed in the same manner and with the same powers 
as are prescribed for and given to the collectors of taxes 
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by Chapter 60* of the General Laws, and by any acts in 
amendment thereof or in addition thereto. Payment of 
the amount so certified shall be a discharge of the tax. 
Said taxes sha^ * be and remain a lien upon the property J^^^f J^^ ^^^ 
transferred, and upon all property acquired by the tr^e??TJr^ 
executor, administrator, or trustee in substitution there- *^"^^®^» ^^^''' 
for while the same remains in his hands, until the said 
taxes are paid or a bond given as hereinafter provided, 
but said lien shall not affect any tangible or intangible 
personal property after it has passed to a bona fide pur- 
chaser for value: Provided, however, that nothing 
herein contained shall give the owner of any securities 
specified in Section 27 of this act the right to have the 
same transferred to him by the corporation, association, 
company or trust issuing the same, until the permit re- 
quired by said Section 27 shall have been filed as therein 
provided. The lien charged as aforesaid upon any real J-j^^^^^ 
estate or separate parcel thereof may be discharged by 
the payment of all taxes due and to become due upon said 
real estate or separate parcel, or by the filing and accept- 
ance of a bond as provided in Section 11 of this act, or by 
an order of the board of tax commissioners transferring 
such lien to other real estate owned by the person to 
whom said real estate or separate parcel thereof passes. 
The heir, devisee or other donee shall be personally liable wabiiity of 

Iieir, devisee or 

for the tax on such real estate, as well as the executor, ^^^^ 
administrator, or trustee; and if the executor, adminis- 
trator, or trustee pays such tax, he shall, unless the same 
is made an expense of administration by the will or other 
instrument, have the right to recover such tax from the 
heir, devisee or other donee of such real estate. 

Sec. 7. When any property or any beneficial interest classification 
therein or income therefrom shall pass to or for the use taxation. 
of any grandparent, parent, husband, wife, child, brother, 
sister, nephew, niece, wife or widow of the son, or. hus- 
band or widower of the daughter, or any child adopted in 
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conformity with the laws of Rhode Island, or the laws 
of any other state or country, or any person to whom the 
deceased for not less than ten years prior to death stood 
in the acknowledged relation of a parent, or to any lineal 
descendant born in lawful wedlock, the tax so imposed 
upon the full and fair cash value of such property, bene- 
ficial interest therein or income therefrom shall be as 
follows : At the rate of one-half of one per centum upon 
all amounts in excess of the exemption hereinafter speci- 
fied and not exceeding $50,000; at the rate of one per 
centum upon all amounts in excess of $50,000 and not 
exceeding $250,000; at the rate of one and one-half per 
centum upon all amounts in excess of $250,000 and not 
exceeding $500,000 ; at the rate of two per centum upon 
all amounts in excess of $500,000 and not exceeding 
$750,000; at the rate of two and one-half per centum 
upon all amounts in excess of $750,000 and not exceeding 
$1,000,000; at the rate of three per centum upon all 
amounts in excess of $1,000,000. 

Sec. 8. When any property or any beneficial interest 
therein or income therefrom shall pass to or for the use 
of any person not mentioned in Section 7 of this act, the 
tax so imposed upon the full and fair cash value of such 
property, beneficial interest therein or income therefrom, 
shall be as follows : At the rate of five per centum upon 
all amounts in excess of the exemption hereinafter speci- 
fied and not exceeding $50,000; at the rate of six per 
centum upon all amounts in excess of $50,000 and not 
exceeding $250,000 ; at the rate of seven per centum upon 
all amounts in excess of $250,000 and not exceeding 
$1,000,000; at the rate of eight per centum upon all 
amounts in excess of $1,000,000. 

Sec. 9. The following exemptions from the taxes im- 
posed under the provisions of Section 5 of this act are 
hereby allowed : 

(1) All property or interests transferred to any cor- 
poration, association, or institution, located in Rhode 
Island, which is exempt from taxation by charter or 
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under the laws of this state, or to any corporation, asso- 
ciation, or institution, located outside of this state, which 
if located within this state would be exempt as aforesaid, 
or to any person in trust for the same, or to any city or 
town in this state for public purposes, shall be exempt. 

(2) Property or interests therein of a clear value of auowed'to per- 
$25,000, to be taken out of the first $50,000 transferred to Ts^^nT^ 
each of the persons mentioned in Section 7 of this act, 

shall be exempt : Provided, that whenever two or more exempS in^ 
persons mentioned in Section 7 of this act, other than the ''^''*^''' ''^^^' 
wife and minor children of a decedent, are beneficially 
interested, in possession, enjoyment, or expectancy, in 
one and the same transfer of property, only such propor- 
tion of $25,000 shall be allowed as an exemption to one 
such person as the value of his share or interest bears to 
the total value of such property ; and provided, further, 
-that the descendants of any person mentioned in Section 
7 shall be allowed the exemption of the person they rep- 
resent, per stirpes and not per capita. 

(3) Property or interests therein of a clear value of aiiow^''to per- 
$1,000, to be taken out of the first $50,000 transferred ^ndonld uT 
to any person other than the persons mentioned in Sec- '^ '°" ' 
tion 7 of this act, shall be exempt: Provided, that the 
descendants of any such person shall be allowed the ex- 
emption of the person they represent, per stirpes and not 

per capita. 

(4) In the case of the transfer of a non-resident de- exem^lon in 
cedent's real property located within this state, or of b^non rSnt. 
any interest therein, only such proportion of the exemp- 
tions herein specified shall be allowed as the value of the 
transferee's share in said real property, or any interest 
therein, bears to the value of said transferee's share in 

the entire estate of said non-resident decedent: Pro- 
vided, that the executor, administrator, or trustee of such 
non-resident decedent's estate or the transferee shall file 
with the board of tax commissioners a sworn statement 
exhibiting the full and fair cash value of the entire estate. 
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If said statement is not filed as herein provided, no ex- 
emption shall be allowed- 
brSctiSLT^ Sec. 10. All taxes imposed by Section 5 of this act, 
JbiV°whSr unless otherwise herein provided, shall be due and pay- 
able six months after the first appointed exeieutor or ad- 
ministrator liable therefor shall file his bond, and if paid 
within said period a discount of four per centum shall 
Ind^tecJ^^S" be allowed and deducted therefrom. If such tax is not 
paid within nine months from the accrual thereof, in- 
terest shall be charged and collected thereon at the rate 
of eight per centum per annum from the time the tax 
accrues, unless by reason of claims made upon the estate, 
necessary litigation, or other unavoidable cause of delay 
such tax cannot be determined and paid as herein pro- 
vided, in which case interest at the rate of six per centum 
per annum shall be charged upon such tax from the 
accrual thereof until the cause of such delay is removed, 
after which eight per centum per annum shall be charged : 
Provided, that litigation to defeat the payment of such 
tax shall not be considered necessary litigation. The 
tax imposed on a transfer described in paragraph 4 
of Section 5 of this act shall be due and payable by the 
trustee when the amount thereof is certified by the board 
of tax commissioners to the general treasurer, and if paid 
within thirty days thereafter a discount of four per 
centum shall be allowed and deducted therefrom, but if 
not paid within said thirty days interest shall be charged 
and collected thereon at the rate of eight per centum per 
annum from the date such tax is certified as aforesaid 
until it is paid. 
mi?*decrto'°* S^^- 11- -^^y executor, administrator, or trustee, or 
tnS ^7^*** ^^y person or persons beneficially interested in property 
chargeable with a tax under the provisions of Section 5 
of this act, may elect, with the approval of the board of 
tax commissioners, not to pay the same until the person 
or persons beneficially interested shall come into actual 
possession or enjoyment of such property; in which case 
such executor, administrator, or trustee, or said person 
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or persons beneficially interested shall give bond to the Bond. 
general treasurer in a penal sum three times the amount 
of the said tax with such surety or sureties as the general 
treasurer may approve, conditioned for the payment of 
the said tax and interest thereon at the rate of four per 
centum per annum from the date such tax accrues, at such 
time or period as such beneficiaries or their representa- 
tives may come into actual possession or enjoyment of 
said property, and also with the condition that the obligor 
shall notify the board of tax commissioners when said 
time or period of actual possession or enjoyment arrives. 
Said bond shall be renewed every five years after the 
filing thereof. The acceptance of such bond by the gen- 
eral treasurer shall discharge all liens for the tax covered 
thereby upon the property of the decedent, and shall also 
discharge the executors, administrators, or trustees from 
personal liability for said tax, except under the terms of 
said bond. 

Sec. 12. Whenever claims shall be allowed against the f^P^ay^'be "*' 
estate of a decedent after distribution of legacies from '*'""^^' ^**^- 
which the tax imposed by Section 5 of this act has been 
deducted, and the legatee is required to refund any por- 
tion of the legacy, a due proportion of said tax shall be 
repaid to him by the executor, administrator, or trustee 
if the said tax has not been paid into the state treasury ; 
and if the said tax has been paid into the state treasury 
the general treasurer shall upon receiving a certified copy 
of the records of the probate court or other court of com- 
petent jurisdiction showing the proof of true allowance 
of such claims, or upon receipt of such other proof thereof 
as may be satisfactory to the board of tax commissioners, 
refund such equitable proportion of the tax represented 
by such claim to the executor, administrator, or trustee 
of such estate or to the person by whom such tax is paid 
without any further act or resolution making appropria- 
tion therefor. 
8 
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Sec. 13. When any property or interest therein or 
income therefrom shall pass or be limited for the life of 
another, or for a term of years, or to terminate on the 
expiration of a certain period, the value of the property 
of a decedent so passing shall be determined as of the 
date of the death immediately after the death of the de- 
cedent, and the value of the said life estate, term of years, 
or period of limitation shall be fixed upon the " American 
Experience Tables " of mortality with interest at five per 
centum per annum; and the value of the remainder in 
said property so limited shall be ascertained by deducting 
the value of the said life estate, term of years, or period 
of limitation from the fair cash value of the property so 
limited; and the tax on the said estate or estates, re- 
mainder or remainders, interest or interests, shall be 
immediately due and payable and remain a lien upon the 
entire property limited until paid. 

Sec. 14. In determining the full and fair cash value 
of any property or interest therein, or income therefrom, 
to the beneficial enjoyment whereof there are persons 
presently entitled thereto, no allowance shall be made in 
respect of any contingency upon the happening of which 
the property, or interest therein, or income therefrom 
might be abridged, defeated or diminished: Provided, 
however, that in the event of such contingency taking 
effect as an actual burden upon the interest of the bene- 
ficiary, either in abridging, defeating, or diminishing the 
property, or interest therein, or income therefrom as 
aforesaid, a return shall be made to the person properly 
entitled thereto of a proportionate amount of the tax 
theretofore paid upon said property, in respect of the 
amount or value of the contingency when taking effect, 
or so much as will reduce the same to the amount which 
would have been assessed in respect of the actual dura- 
tion or extent of the interest enjoyed. Such refund shall 
be made by the general treasurer, upon notification by the 
board of tax commissioners of the correct amount thereof, 
without any further act or resolution making appropria- 
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tion therefor. The foregoing provisions shall not apply Foregoing 

«=» •■^ provisions not 

to an estate for life or for years which can be abridged, ^^^^P^^^J^ates 
defeated, or diminished by the act or omission of the ^^' ^^'®' «*^- 
legatee or devisee ; such estates shall be taxed as if there 
were no possibility of such abridging, defeating, or 
diminishing. 

Sec. 15. When property is transferred or limited, in San^^era tobe 
trust or otherwise, and the rights, interests, or estate of ^theT<JwS"^ 
the transferees or beneficiaries are dependent upon con- 
tingencies or conditions whereby they may be wholly or in 
part created, defeated, extended or abridged, a tax shall 
be imposed upon such transfer at the lowest rate which 
on the happening of any said contingencies or conditions 
would be possible under the provisions of this act, and 
such tax so imposed shall be due and payable forthwith 
by the executors or trustees out of the property trans- 
ferred : Provided, however, that on the happening of any 
contingency or condition whereby said property or any 
part thereof is transferred to a person who under the 
provisions of this act, is required to pay a tax at a higher 
rate than the tax imposed, then such transferee shall pay 
the difference between the tax imposed and the tax at the 
higher rate, and the amount of such increased tax shall be 
enforced and collected as provided in this act. 

Sec. 16. Estates in expectancy which are contingent pertam estates 

m expectancy 

or defeasible and in which proceedings for determination ^hen/^^'^^'^^^' 
of the tax have not been taken or where the taxation 
thereof has been held in abeyance shall be appraised at 
their full and fair cash value when the persons entitled 
thereto shall come into beneficial enjoyment or possession 
thereof, without diminution for or on account of any 
valuation heretofore made of the particular estate for the 
purpose of taxation upon which said estate in expectancy 
may be limited. 

Sec. 17. Whenever .a decedent appoints one or more certain excea 

•^ of bequests to 

executors or trustees and in lieu of their allowances or to^b?*tSe/**^" 
commissions makes a bequest or devise of property to ^^^' 
them which would otherwise be liable to a tax under this 



casei. 
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act, or appoints them his residuary legatees, and said 
bequests, devises or residuary legacies exceed what would 
be a reasonable compensation for their services, as de- 
termined by law, such excess shall be taxable as a transfer 
under the provisions of Section 5 of this act. 
Deduction and Sec. 18. Unless the will or other instrument under 

retention of 

tax^in ceruin which any gift or transfer is made shall direct the taxes 

imposed by Section 5 of this a<!t to be paid from the 
residue or as an expense of administration, and the resi- 
due is sufficient to pay such taxes, the following pro- 
visions shall apply: Any executor, administrator, or 
trustee having in charge or in trust any legacy or prop- 
erty for distribution subject to the tax imposed by Sec- 
tion 5 of this act shall deduct such tax therefrom. If 
such legacy or property be not in money,- he shall collect 
the tax thereon upon the value thereof as determined by 
the board of tax commissioners from the person entitled 
thereto. He shall not deliver or be compelled to deliver 
any specific legacy or property subject to tax under Sec- 
tion 5 of this act to any person until he shall have col- 
lected the tax thereon. If any such legacy shall be 
charged upon or payable out of real property the heir or 
devisee shall deduct such tax therefrom and pay the same 
to the executor, administrator, or trustee and the tax 
shall remain a lien or charge on such real estate until 
said tax is paid, and the payment thereof shall be enforced 
by the executor, administrator, or trustee in the same 
manner that payment of the legacy might be enforced. 
If any such legacy shall be given in money to any person 
for a limited period the executor, administrator, or trus- 
tee shall retain the tax upon the whole amount ; but if not 
in money, he shall make application to the board of tax 
commissioners to make an apportionment, if the case 
require it, of the sum to be paid into his hand by such 
legatees, and for such further order relative thereto as 
the case may require. Legatees, distributees, or other 
donees shall be personally liable for the taxes imposed by 
Section 5 of this act until the same are paid over by them 
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to the executor, administrator, or trustee: Provided, 
however, that if the will or other instrument directs the. 
payment of such taxes from the residue or as an expense 
of administration, the said liability shall continue until 
the said taxes are received by the general treasurer or 
bond is filed as provided in Section 11 of this act. 

Sec. 19. The board of tax commissioners, with the settlement of 

amount of 

approval of the attorney-general, may effect such settle- S.^^ *^^' 
ment of the amount of any taxes imposed by this act as 
they shall deem to be for the best interests of the state, 
and the payment of the amount so agreed upon shall be a 
full satisfaction of such tax. The agreement of the 
executor, administrator, or trustee to such settlement 
shall be binding upon all persons taking property sub- 
ject to said taxes, except for fraud, or the manifest error 
of such executor, administrator, or trustee: Provided, 
however, that settlement as to any tax upon gifts or trans- 
fers of real estate where no conveyance is made by such 
executor, administrator, or trustee, shall be effected with 
the person or persons receiving the real estate, or interest 
therein, which is subject to said tax. 

Sec. 20. Whenever it shall be necessary in the settle- ^^^^^ ""' *" 
ment of any estate to retain property or funds for the ^JJJS!"'^^'^' 
purpose of paying the claim of any creditor, the amount 
or validity of which is contested and is not determined, 
the payment of the whole or a proportionate part of the 
tax may be suspended, by and with the approval of the 
board of tax commissioners, to await the disposition of 
such claim. 

Sec. 21. Every executor, administrator, or trustee fewer of laie 

' for pajrmient of 

shall have full power to sell, upon application to the pro- ^^^ 
bate court, so much of the property of the decedent as will 
enable him to pay any tax imposed by this act in the same 
manner as he might be entitled by law to do for the pay- 
ment of the debts of the testator or intestate. 

Sec. 22. Every executor and administrator appointed inv«itory of 

estaic to De 

by any probate court of this state, shall within thirty days "^^' '^**^- 
after his appointment, file with the board of tax commis- 
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Further itate- 
ment to be 
filed, whan. 



Oertain trus- 
tees to file 
statement, 
when. 



Board of tax 
commiaionert 
may extend 
time for flUngr 
inventory or 
statement. 



sioners an inventory under oath showing the full and fair 
cash value of the estate both real and personal of the 
decedent whom such executor or administrator repre- 
sents, also the names and addresses of all persons known 
to be interested in such estate as beneficiaries thereof, 
and shall within one year thereafter file with said board 
of tax commissioners a further statement under oath 
showing the gain or loss in the value of such estate dur- 
ing the settlement thereof, the amounts paid out from 
such estate for funeral expenses and expenses of adminis- 
tration, for the support of the widow and family of the 
decedent as fixed by the probate court, and for the settle- 
ment of all claims allowed against such estate, and such 
statement shall also set forth the names and addresses of 
all persons entitled to take any share or interest of said 
estate as legatees or distributees thereof, and the fair 
cash value of each such share and interest. Wherever 
any person during his life shall appoint a trustee, naming 
himself or others as beneficiaries, and providing for the 
administration of said trust after his death, or providing 
for a termination of said trust and a distribution of the 
trust estate or any part thereof at his death, all persons 
acting as such trustee or trustees shall within thirty days 
after the death of the creator of such trust, file with the 
board of tax commissioners a sworn statement showing 
the trust agreement, if any, the full and fair cash value of 
the trust estate, the extent of the duration of such trust, 
the manner provided for its termination, the names and 
addresses of the beneficiaries thereof, and any other in- 
formation relating thereto which said board of tax com- 
missioners may deem necessary for the proper assessment 
of the tax thereon. The board of tax commissioners shall 
have authority to grant an extension or extensions of the 
time within which any such inventory or statement is 
required to be filed as aforesaid, upon written application 
of the executor, administrator, or trustee desiring such 
extension, and it shall be the duty of such executor, ad- 
ministrator, or trustee, as the case may be, to file such 
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inventory or statement within the extension of time 
granted by the board of tax commissioners as aforesaid. 

Sec. 23. Every probate clerk shall, within thirty days ^^J^^^^J^^^; 
after the granting of letters testamentary or letters of -nformation^tS 
administration upon any estate, notify the board of tax cSmmi^ione». 
commissioners of the name of the decedent, the name 
and address of the executor, administrator, or trustee ap- 
pointed, the amount of the bond required by the court, a 
certified copy of the will and testament of the decedent, 
a certified copy of the petition for the probate of a will 
or the appointment of an administrator, and any other 
information which he may have concerning the estate of 
such decedent; and shall also furnish forthwith such 
further information from the records and files of his 
office in regard to such estate as the board of tax com- 
missioners may from time to time require. 

The probate clerk furnishing the information required Fees to probate 

C16irK« 

by this section shall be paid by the board of tax commis- 
sioners out of any money appropriated for the expenses 
of said board, a fee of fifteen cents for every hundred 
words contained in a certified copy of a petition for the 
probate of a will or for the appointment of an adminis- 
trator, or for a certified copy of a will and testament when 
copies of such documents are made by the probate clerk, 
but the board of tax commissioners may in its discretion 
make copies of any such documents or of any other 
records of the probate court, and if such copies are found 
by the probate clerk to be correct he shall certify to their 
correctness and be paid a fee of twenty-five cents for each 
such certification. All fees paid to a probate clerk under Fees, how 

disposed of. 

this section shall be disposed of in the same manner as 
is provided for the disposition of other probate fees 
under the provisions of Chapter 321 of the General Laws* 
and any acts in amendment thereof or in addition thereto. 

Sec. 24. If any inventory or statement filed in accord- Board of tax 
ance with the provisions of this act shall be considered ce^taiS^^wtatw. 

wlien and how. 
* Revision of 1909. 
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Estate, how 
BO appraised. 



Appraiser 
appointed by 
board to make 
report, how. 



by the board of tax commissioners to be an erroneous or 
incomplete inventory or statement of the property, real, 
tangible and intangible, or of any part thereof, of the 
decedent, the said board of tax commissioners shall 
within thirty days after the filing of said inventory or 
statement give notice to the executor, administrator, or 
trustee filing the same, to appear before them for the pur- 
pose of examination of and concerning such inventory or 
statement, and of and concerning all matters appertain- 
ing to the estate and the value thereof of such decedent ; 
and if the executor, administrator, or trustee fails to 
appear before said board after due notice, or if after 
appearance and examination of such executor, adminis- 
trator, or trustee said board still considers such inventory 
or statement to be an erroneous or incomplete inventory 
or statement, or if such executor, administrator, or trus- 
tee refuses or neglects to answer the questions pro- 
pounded by said board in reference to such inventory or 
statement, said board of tax commissioners may appraise 
or appoint a person or persons to act as appraiser or 
appraisers of such estate. Such appraiser, being first 
sworn, shall forthwith give notice by mail to the executor, 
administrator, or trustee and to all persons known to 
have a claim or interest in the estate or property to be 
appraised, of the time and place of such appraisal and 
shall at such time and place appraise such estate or prop- 
erty at its full and fair cash value as herein prescribed ; 
and for that purpose said board or said appraiser is 
authorized to issue subpoenas and to compel the attend- 
ance of witnesses and to take the evidence of such wit- 
nesses under oath if necessary, concerning such estate or 
property and the value thereof, and such witnesses shall 
receive the same fees as those now paid to witnesses 
subpoenaed to attend the superior court. Such appraiser 
shall make report thereof and of such value in writing, 
together with the testimony and depositions of witnesses 
examined, if any such examination is reduced to writing, 
to said board of tax commissioners and such other facts 
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in relation thereto and to said matter as said board may 

order or require. Such appraiser shall receive from said 

board a reasonable compensation for services and actual g^^^^alier " 

and necessary traveling expenses, payment thereof to be 

made out of the money appropriated for the expenses of 

the board of tax commissioners. From such report of 

Board to 

appraisal and other proof relating to such estate or prop- ^f ^j^'^f,^^"® 
erty before said board of tax commissioners, said board J^^^. 
shall determine the full and fair cash value of the estate 
or property upon which all taxes imposed by this act are 
computed and the amount of taxes to which the same is JeumSrvaiue 
liable. If no appraiser be appointed by said board as am^nt^f'taxe* 

in c&s€ ''f fall" 

hereinbefore provided the said board may determine the ure to app mt 

appraiser. 

value of the property upon which all said taxes are com- 
puted and the amount of taxes to which the same is liable. 

Sec. 25. If any executor, administrator or trustee, Penalty for 

•^ ' failure to 

probate clerk, or other person shall neglect or refuse to ^th^req^uired 
file as required by the provisions of this act any inventory ^"''^'^'"at^o"' 
or statement with the board of tax commissioners, or to 
furnish to said board any other information required by 
this act to be furnished to said board, or shall neglect or 
refuse to comply with any subpoena issued by an ap- 
praiser under the authority of Section 24 of this act, the 
board of tax commissioners may apply to any justice of 
the superior court for Providence county, upon proof by 
affidavit of such neglect or refusal, for an order return- 
able in not less than two nor more than five days, direct- 
ing the person complained of in such aflSdavit with such 
neglect or refusal, to show cause before the justice who 
made the order or any other justice of said court, why 
such person should not be adjudged in contempt. Upon 
the return of such order the. judge before whom the mat- 
ter is brought on for hearing shall examine under oath Hetring. 
such person, and such person shall be given an oppor- 
tunity to be heard, and if the judge shall determine that 
such person has without reasonable cause been guilty of 
the neglect or refusal complained of, the judge may forth- 
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with commit such offender to jail there to remain until he 
submits to file the inventory or statement required or to 
furnish the information required, or to obey the subpoena, 
as the case may be, or is discharged according to law, or 
such judge may make any other order in the premises as 
the circumstances of the case may seem to him to require, 
and may from time to time alter, amend or suspend any 
order entered by him hereunder. Notwithstanding, how- 
ever, anything in this section or the preceding section of 
this act contained whenever any executor, administrator, 
trustee or other person liable for any tax imposed under 
the provisions of this act, refuses or neglects to furnish 
the board of tax commissioners with any information 
which in the opinion of said board is necessary for the 
^fy'tSef at proper computation of the taxes payable hereunder, after 
X'^^^S! having been requested so to do, said board of tax com- 
missioners may in its discretion certify such taxes at 
the highest rate at which they could in any event be 
computed. 
Appeal may be Sec. 26. An executor, administrator, trustee, legatee 

taken for abate- 77^ 

ment of tax. or other person agrieved by the determination of the 
board of tax commissioners as to the amount of the tax 
imposed by this act on any estate or any part thereof 
may, within three months after the payment of any such 
tax to the general treasurer, and provided such tax has 
been paid under protest, apply to the superior court in 
and for the county of Providence by a petition in equity 
SSS'^abite- against the board of tax commissioners for the abate- 
ment of tax. jnent Qf gg^i^j ^ax or any part thereof ; and if the said court 

adjudge that said tax or any part thereof is unfair or 
excessive or. was illegally assessed, it shall order an abate- 
ment of such tax or such portion thereof as is unfair or 
excessive or was illegally assessed, as the case may be, 
and such order shall be subject to appeal in the same 
abSt^raf manner as other equity causes. Upon a final decision 
how paid. ordering an abatement of said tax or any portion thereof 
the general treasurer shall pay the amount of such abate- 
ment to the person named in the order of abatement, with 
interest at the rate of six per centum per annum, with- 
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out any further act or resolution making any appropria- 
tion therefor. 

Sec. 27. No banking association organized under. Board to issue 

permit to 

the laws of the United States and located within this ^^tioM^'°* 
state, no corporation incorporated within this state, ^^blS^e' 
and no unincorporated association or joint stock com- rtS^bJeLcu- 
pany or business trust, having certificates representing ^"; 8h2ai^ bl' 
shares of stock and carrying on business in this state, 
shall record a transfer of its stock made by any executor, 
administrator, or trustee, or issue a new certificate for 
any such share of its stock at the instance of any executor, 
administrator, or trustee, or transfer any registered bond 
or other registered evidence of indebtedness at the in- 
stance of any executor, administrator, or trustee, until a 
permit authorizing such transfer has been issued by the 
board of tax commissioners, and filed with the said cor- 
poration, association, company or trust. Any such cor- 
poration, association, company or trust making such a 
transfer before a permit authorizing such transfer as 
aforesaid has been issued shall be liable for the amount Liability of 

bankingr 

of any tax which may be assessed on account of the be- eS^rl*t?o°n 
quest or gift of such stock, bond or other evidence of fn^su2h S^^ni. 
indebtedness, together with the interest thereon, to be mLriJS!''"* ^^" 
collected in an action to be brought in the name of the 
general treasurer. The board of tax commissioners shall 
not issue such a permit until all taxes imposed on account Board to i«ue 

• /»! 1 •■! -I permit, when. 

of such bequest or gift have been paid, or the payment 
thereof secured by bond or deposit as hereinbefore 
provided. 

Sec. 28. The amount due upon the claim of any S^^^^l^^ 
creditor against the estate of a decedent arising under a ^^ *^''^' '^^°- 
contract made after the passage of this act, if payable by 
the terms of such contract at or after the death of the 
deceased, shall be subject to the same tax imposed by 
Section 5 of this act upon a legacy of like amount. The 
value of net estates of decedents or the value of legacies 
or distributive shares in the estates of decedents, for the 
purposes of taxation under the provisions of Section 1 
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and Section 5 of this act, shall not be diminished by 
reason of any claim against the estate based upon such a 
contract, except in so far as it may be shown affirmatively 
by competent evidence that such claim was legally due 
and payable in the life time of the decedent. 
Final account gEc. 29. The final account of an executor, adminis- 

of executor, ' 

noTto^'bf ^*' trator, or trustee shall not be allowed by the court having 
whon?"^' """^^^^ jurisdiction thereof unless such account shows, and the 
judge of the court finds, that all taxes imposed under the 
provisions of this act upon any property or interest 
therein belonging to the estate to be settled by said ac- 
count and then payable have been paid or that the pay- 
ment of said taxes has been secured by bond or deposit 
as hereinbefore provided, or that said property nor any 
interest therein is not liable for any tax imposed under 

Certificate of this act. The certificate of the board of tax commission- 
board and 

genOT^ai °treas- ^^^ ^^ ^^^ amount of Said tax, and the receipt of the 
cfuJive'' ^^''' general treasurer for the amount of tax so certified, shall 
payment of tax. ^^ conclusive as to the payment of the tax to the extent 

of said certification, and the certificate of said board that 
an estate, property or interest is not liable for any tax 
imposed by this act shall be conclusive of that fact. 
Appraisal to be gEc. 30. Except as otherwise provided in this act, 

made as of date *- * 

of-aeath. every net estate, inheritance, devise, bequest, legacy or 

gift upon which a tax is imposed under this act shall be 

appraised at its full and fair cash value as of the date of 

the death of the decedent. 

When will is , Sec. 31. If upon the decease of a person leaving an 

probate or ap- estate liable to a tax under the provisions of this act, a 

plication for 

adminiatration will disposing of such estate is not offered for probate 

made, board r- o r- 

^p^o^tment'^of ^^ ^^ application for administration is not made within 
administrator, ^hree months after such decease, the board of tax com- 
missioners may in its discretion, with the approval of the 
attorney-general, agree with the persons interested in 
'^aid estate as to the value of said estate and the amount 
of the tax to be imposed thereon, or said board may 
apply to the probate court for the appointment of an 
administrator of such estate, and the probate court upon 
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such application by said board shall appoint an adminis- 
trator thereof. 

Sec. 32, The word " person " wherever used in this ^X^ed!^"^""" 
act shall be construed to extend to and include corpora- 
tions, associations, joint stock companies and business 
trusts. 

Sec. 33. Sections 20 to 32 inclusive of this act shall frrHpp?y^o 
apply to the taxes imposed Under the provisions of Sec- hytJu^j^^ 
tion 1 and Section 5 of this act. 

Sec. 34. This act shall take effect upon its passage, ^ct, how cited. 
and may be cited as the '* Inheritance Tax Act of 1916." 



PART IV. 

MISCELLANEOUS AND INCIDENTAL SOURCES 
OF STATE AND LOCAL REVENUE. 



1. — SPECIAL STATE TAXES FOR HIGHWAY AND 

OTHER PURPOSES. 

(Pub. Laws, 1919, Chap. 1773.) 
Section 1. In addition to any other state taxes that Additional 

stflt© t&.x of 

are or may be authorized to be assessed and collected, a six cents on 
tax of SIX cents on each one hundred dollars of the asseasea and 

collfictfid for 

ratable property of the several towns, as such ratable the year 1919. 
property is fixed and determined by Sections 1 and 2 of 
Chapter 39 of the General Laws, entitled " Of the revenue 
of the state,'' shall be assessed, collected and paid by the 
several towns to the general treasurer for and during the 
year 1919, one-half thereof on or before the fifteenth day 
of June, A, D. 1919, and one-half thereof on or before the 
fifteenth day of December, A. D. 1919; such tax to be 
assessed and collected in the same manner as other state 
taxes are assessed and collected by the several towns.* 

Sec. 2. A sum equal to one-half of the proceeds of the Proceeds, how 

to be ex- 
tax imposed by Section 1 of this act shall be available for pended. 

expenditure by the state board of public roads in accord- 
ance with the provisions of Chapter 84 of the General 



S(^ Gen. Laws of 1909, Chap. 39, p. 51, 

(127) 



128 



RHODE ISLAND TAX LAWS. 



Laws,* entitled " Of the construction, improvement and 
maintenance of state roads," and all acts in amendment 
thereof and in addition thereto, for the reconstruction, 
improvement, repair and maintenance of such state roads 
as have been constructed by the state; and the state 
auditor is hereby authorized and directed upon receipt of 
vouchers approved by said board to draw his orders upon 
the general treasurer for the payment of the expenditures 
hereby authorized. 



Fees for regis- 
tration. 



Of automobile 
of not more 
than 16 horse- 
power. 

Of more than 15 
and not more 
than 30 horde- 
power. 



Of more than 30 
and not more 
than 40 horse- 
power. 



Of more than 40 
horse-power. 



Of motor truck 
of 1 ton or less. 



Of more than 1 
and not more 
than 2 tons. 



Of more than 2 
and not more 
than 3 tons. 



2. — FEES FOR REGISTRATION OF MOTOR 

VEHICLES. 

(Pub. Laws, 1916, Chap. 1354.) 

Sec. 9. The following fees shall be paid to the board 
(of public roads) for the certificates and licenses issued by 
it in accordance with the provisions of this act : 

For the registration of every automobile of not more 
than fifteen horse-power, five dollars. 

For the registration of every automobile of more than 
fifteen horse-power and not more than thirty horse-power, 
ten dollars. 

For the registration of every automobile of more than 
thirty horse-power and not more than forty horse-power, 
fifteen dollars. 

For the registration of every automobile of more than 
forty horse-power, twenty-five dollars. 

For the registration of every motor truck having a 
carrying capacity of one ton or less, seven dollars. 

For the registration of every motor truck having a 
carrying capacity of more than one ton and not more 
than two tons, ten dollars. 

For the registration of every motor truck having a 
carrying capacity of more than two tons and not more 
than three tons, thirteen dollars. 



* Revision of 1909. 
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For the registration of every motor truck having a of more than 3 

and not more 

carrying capacity of more than three tons and not more t^an 4 tons. 
than four tons, sixteen dollars. 

For the registration of every motor truck having a ^ncTnotmorV 

carrying capacity of more than four tons, but not more ^^'^^ ^ ^'''^^^ 
than five tons, twenty dollars. 

For the registration of every motor truck having a ?ndTo?mo?e ^ 

carrying capacity of more than five tons, but not more *^"* ^ *^""- 
than six tons, twenty-four dollars. 

For the registration of every motor truck having a of more tiian 5 

*^ and not more 

carrying capacity of more than six tons, but not more ^^*° ^ ^^»«- 
than seven tons, twenty-eight dollars. 

For the registration of every motor truck having a of more than 7 

and not more 

carrying capacity of more than seven tons, but not more ^^an s tons. 
than eight tons, thirty-two dollars. 

For the registration of every motor truck having a of more than s 

^ ** o and not more 

carrying capacity of more than eight tons, but not more ^^^^ ® *^"* 
than nine tons, thirty-six dollars. 

For the registration of every motor truck having a ^^^^^""^^ ^^^" ® 
carrying capacity of more than nine tons, forty dollars : 

Provided, that after January 1st, 1917, if application .^Jg^^^^Ji^i^n! ''*'' 
for registration of any such motor vehicle shall be made 
in the quarter year beginning the first day of April, the 
first day of July, or the first day of October in any year, 
the fee for registration shall be three-fourths, two- 
fourths, or one-fourth, respectively, of the fee required 
for a full year. „ , 

•^ Pee for rocris- 

For the registration of every motorcycle, two dollars. mStlTrcycie. 
For the registration of motor vehicles owned by or Fee for regis- 

i»Ti. tration of man- 

under the control of a manufacturer of or dealer m motor "facturer or 

dealer in motor 

vehicles, twenty-five dollars, if such manufacturer or ^ewcies. 
dealer operates not more than five automobiles or motor 
trucks at any one time, and five dollars for every auto- 
mobile or motor truck in excess of five automobiles or 
motor trucks. 

For the registration of all motorcycles owned by or Feeforregris 

^ *^ *^ tration of man- 

under the control of a manufacturer or a dealer in motor- v!;?J?^!f ""^ , 

nealer In motor- 

cycles, ten dollars. ^^'''*'- 

9 
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Fee for opera- For every UcensB or renewal or duplicate thereof to 

tor's license. 

operate a motor vehicle, one dollar. 
^^lesTxeXt ^^ registration fee shall be required to be paid for the 
tion f^find" registration of motor propelled ambulances owned by a 
di*ifay'°mimbor hospital, or for the registration of motor propelled fire 

engines and other fire apparatus owned by volunteer fire 
companies, whether incorporated or not, or for the regis- 
tration of motor vehicles owned by the State of Rhode 
Island or by any city or town thereof, provided the name 
of the city or town or state department owning the same 
shall be plainly printed on two sides of such vehicle, or 
for the registration of any motor vehicle owned by a 
representative of a foreign country duly accredited to the 
United States government, but each such owner shall pay 
the cost price of the number plates or markers required 
to be displayed on such vehicles : Provided, however, no 
number plate shall be required upon motor propelled fire 
engines and other fire apparatus owned by volunteer fire 
companies, or by any city or town. 

«•■....« 
Moneys col- Sec. 33 (as amended) . All moneys collected for regis- 

lected for fees 

etc.. to be paid tration and license fees and fines and number plates under 

to general "^ 

treasurer. jj^q provisions of thls act shall be turned over to the gen- 

nee', A^pTfi 23, eral treasurer, and the members of the state board of 

1919 

Compensation P^blic roads shall be paid annually, from the money re- 
b^aJ^L"™^^" ^' ceived from such registration and license fees and fines 
For purchase of the sum of five hundrcd dollars each and a sum not to 

number plates. 

exceed twelve thousand five hundred dollars in addition to 
such sums received from the sale of number plates and 
turned over to the general treasurer may be used by said 
board for the purchase of number plates, and the further 
sums not exceeding twenty-five thousand three hundred 
SiLtanTO?ltc. dollars may be used by said board for clerical assistance 

and not exceeding twelve thousand dollars for office and 

other expenses that may be necessary for the purpose of 

carrying out the provisions of this chapter, the balance 

For repair and to be uscd f or the repair and maintenance of state roads 

SJte roads. and highways in this state under the direction of the 
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state board of public roads; and the state auditor is 
hereby authorized and directed to draw his orders upon 
the general treasurer for the payment of said sums upon 
receipt by him of vouchers signed by the chairman and 
secretary of said board. 



3. — FEES FOR LIQUOR LICENSES. 
(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 123.) 
Sec. 2. The town councils of the several towns, and Town councils 

and boards of 

the boards of commissioners as hereinafter provided, commissioners 

maj' grant 

may grant or refuse to grant licenses to such citizens ^^^"^^^ licenses. 

•^ ^ ® 15 R. I. 243. 

resident within this state, for the manufacture or sale of }l g- }- p- 

' 18 R. I. 5. 

pure spirituous and intoxicating liquors within the limits ]l g; \- m. 
of such town or city, as they may deem proper : Provided, ^^ ^ ^' ^• 
that the number of licenses granted (not including drug- 
gists' liquor licenses) shall not exceed, in the several Licenses not to 

exceed one for 

cities and towns of the state, one for each five hundred ?ach soo inhab- 
itants. 

inhabitants as determined by the last census taken under 28 r. i. 527. 

28 R. I. .^90. 

the authority of the United States or the State of Rhode 
Island. Whenever any license for the sale of spirituous 
or intoxicating liquors shall be granted, the same shall be 
granted to expire on the first day of December next sue- Licenses to ex- 

f j_n j» !• J."! ^ 1 -I • pirc December 

ceeding the grantmg of the same, unless revoked as is 1. annually. 
hereinafter provided, and such citizens resident may ob- 
tain at any time, in the discretion of the persons author- 
ized to grant licenses, a license to expire on the first day 
of December next succeeding the granting of the same, 
and pay therefor a price which shall be in proportion to 
the length of time which the said license so granted shall 
continue in force bears to the price of a license for a year ; 
but no license granted under the provisions of this chap- 
ter shall authorize any person to sell any spirituous and 
intoxicating liquors on Sunday, or on any election day, Days on which 

no liauor shall 

or on Labor Day, or on Christmas Day, except in licensed ^ sold, 
taverns when served with food to guests, or to any 
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woman, except as hereinafter provided, or to sell or de- 
liver, or to suffer to be sold or delivered, to any minor. 
To whom uquor either for his own use, the use of his parents, or of any 

IS not to be 

sold. other person, or to sell to any intoxicated person or to 

any person of notoriously intemperate habits, or to sell 
or furnish intoxicating liquors to any person on a pass- 
book or order on a store, or to receive from any person 
any goods, wares, merchandise, or provisions in exchange 
for liquors, or to allow any minor or woman to drink any 
intoxicating liquors upon the premises, except in licensed 
taverns or in licensed victualing-houses, or to allow any 
minor or woman to sell or serve intoxicating liquors 
except in licensed taverns or in licensed victualing- 
houses. The word " tavern " as used in this chapter 
shall be construed to mean houses where the principal 
business is the furnishing of food and sleeping accom- 
modations. The word " victualing-house " as used in 
this chapter shall be construed to mean houses or places 
where the principal business is the furnishing of food. 

What notice to Bcfore granting a license to any person under the pro- 
be given before «? «» ./ *- x- 

grantingr u- visious of this chapter, said council or board shall give 

notice by advertisement for at least two weeks in some 
newspaper published in the city or town where the appli- 
cant proposes to carry on business, or if there be no 
newspaper published in said city or town, then in some 
newspaper published in the county in which such town 
is located, of the name of the applicant for said license, 
and the particular location for which the license is re- 
quested; and shall give opportunity for remonstrants to 
be heard before them as to the granting thereof, and no 
license shall be granted under this chapter to authorize 
the sale of any such liquors at any building or place 
where the owners of the greater part of the land within 
be Ranted if ^^^ hundred feet of such building or place shall file, with 
oTul^ Sof the board having jurisdiction to grant licenses, their 

objection to the granting of such license; nor shall any 
license be granted for 4:he sale of such liquors in any 
building or place, except taverns that were licensed on 



of land object 
thereto. 
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the twenty-second day of May, nineteen hundred eight, 

No license to 

within two hundred feet, measured by any public travelled be granted 

within 200 feet 

way, of the premises of any public or parochial school. ^ ^^J^^i^ 
Before any license shall be issued under the provisions ■<^'«*^^- 
of this chapter, the person applying therefor shall give 
bond to the city or town treasurer in the penal sum of 
one thousand dollars, with at least two sureties satis- 
factory to said council or board, which sureties shall be 
residents of this state, or a surety company authorized 
to do business in this state, as surety, which bond phall 
be conditioned that the person licensed will not violate 
or suffer to be violated on any premises under his con- 
trol any of the provisions of this chapter or of chapters 
one hundred eight or three hundred forty-seven,* and for 
the payment of all ccJsts and damages incurred by any 
violation of either of said chapters, and he shall also pay 
for such license to the town or city treasurer the sum to'^^o'Stite^ 
hereinafter named, three-fourths thereof for the use of fn^ha^t^prS-*^' 
such town or city, and one-fourth to be paid over by the 
town or city treasurer to the general treasurer for the 
use of the state. 

Sec. 6. The fees for licenses shall be as follows : uquo/'' uccnses. 

1. For a license to manufacture or sell at wholesale ^vholesale. 
and retail, not to be drunk on the premises, pure spiritu- 
ous, intoxicating and malt liquors, not less than seven 
hundred dollars nor more than fifteen hundred dollars. 

2. For a license to sell pure spirituous, intoxicating Retail. 
and malt liquors at retail only, for all cities and towns 
having over fifteen thousand inhabitants, not less than 
four hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, 
and for all other towns not less than three hundred dol- 
lars nor more than seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

A license to manufacture pure liquors shall carry with incense to man- 

^ ^ *' ufacture pure 

it the right of sale at wholesale at his manufactory by "'^"^"' ^'^^^"^ ' 
the manufacturer of all pure liquors manufactured by 



• Gen. Laws, revision of 1909. 
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him. The sale of liquors in less quantities than two gal- 
lons shall constitute a sale by retail, and the sale by the 
quantity of two gallons or in larger quantities shall con- 
stitute a sale by wholesale. 



Town and city 
treasurers to 
muke returns to 
general treasur- 
er, when. 



Term " non-in- 
toxicating bev- 
erages *' what 
to include. 



Sec. 64. The treasurer of every town and city shall 
on the tenth days of January and July in each year make 
returns to the general treasurer of all moneys coming to 
his hands belonging to the state, received under the pro- 
visions of this chapter, which return shall embrace the 
names of the persons from whom received and the amount 
received from each person. 

(Pub. Laws, 1919, Chap. 1740.) 

Section 1. " Non-intoxicating beverages '' as used in 
this act, includes and means all distilled or rectified 
spirits, wines, fermented and malt liquors which contain 
one per centum and not more than four per centum by 
weight of alcohol or any liquors in combination therewith 
which contain one per centum and not more than four per 
centum by weight of alcohol. 



Bond of appii- Sec. 3. * * * ♦ Bef Ore any Ucense shall bc issued 

cant for license. 

under the provisions of this act, the person applying 
therefor shall give bond to the city or town treasurer in 
the penal sum of one thousand dollars, with at least two 
sureties satisfactory to said council or board, which sure- 
ties shall be residents of this state, or a surety company 
authorized to do business in this state, as surety, which 
bond shall be conditioned that the person licensed will not 
violate or suffer to be violated on any premises under his 
control any of the provisions of this act or of chapters one 
hundred eight or three hundred forty-seven of the General 
Laws,* and for the payment of all costs and damages in- 
License money curred by any violation of either of said chapters, and he 
fo^,m, or 'cit^ shall also pay for such license to the town or city treas- 
portTon. urer the sum hereinafter named, three-fourths thereof 



* Revision of 1909. 
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for the use of such town or city, and one-fourth thereof 
to be paid over by the town or city treasurer to the gen- 
eral treasurer for the use of the state. 

• ••••••• 

Sec. 7. The fees for licenses shall be as follows : ^ees for li- 

censes to 

1. For a license to manufacture or sell at wholesale ""^Jf^ar^ 
and retail, not to be drunk on the premises, non-intoxicat- ^tSiL *^^ ^^ 
ing beverages, not less than seven hundred dollars nor 

more than fifteen hundred dollars. 

2. For a license to sell non-intoxicating beverages at to sen at 

retail. 

retail only, for all cities and towns having oyer fifteen 
thousand inhabitants, not less than four hundred dollars, 
nor more than one thousand dollars, and for all other 
towns not less than three hundred dollars nor more than 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

A license to manufacture non-intoxicating beverages License to 

manufacture 

shall carry with it the right of sale at wholesale at his ^«fi"^- 
manufactory by the manufacturer of all non-intoxicating 
beverages manufactured by him. The sale of non-intox- 
icating beverages in less quantities than two gallons shall 
constitute a sale by retail, and the sale by the quantity of 
two gallons or in larger quantities shall constitute a sale 
by wholesale, 

• ••••••• 

Sec. 52. The treasurer of every town and city shall S^eSITurere to *^ 
on the tenth days of January and July in each year make to^glneraV™* 
returns to the general treasurer of all moneys coming to whe^'^''' 
his hands belonging to the state, received under the pro- 
visions of this act, which return shall embrace the names 
of the persons from whom received and the amount 
received from each person. 
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Business cor- 
porations, how 
formed. 

Agreement. 



Name. 



Business. 
Location. 
Capital stock. 



Exclusion of 
certain cor- 
porations. 



Agreernent 
must ho si^ed, 
acknowledged 
and filed in 
oflSce of the 
secretary of 
ftate, with a 
certificate of 
the payment of 
fee. 



4. — FEES FOR CORPORATION CHARTERS. 
(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 212.) 

Sec. 2. Any three or more persons of lawful age who 
shall associate by written articles which shall express : 

First. Their agreement to constitute an ordinary 
business corporation; 

Second. The name by which it shall be known, which 
shall be one that can not be mistaken for that of a co- 
partnership, and which name is not then in use by any 
existing corporation incorporated by special act or under 
the general laws of this state; 

Third. The business for which it is constituted ; 

Fourth. The town or city in which it is to be located ; 

Fifth. The amount of the capital stock, and whether 
common or preferred, and how much of each, and the par 
value of each share, and, if preferred, the advantages 
thereof over the common stock, shall, upon complying 
with the requirements hereinafter provided, be and be- 
come a corporation for the transaction of the business 
named in said articles of agreement : Provided, however, 
that nothing herein contained shall authorize the forma- 
tion of any municipal or quasi-municit)al corporation, 
railway company, canal company, turnpike company, or 
of any company which shall need to possess the right to 
take or condemn lands or other property under the power 
of eminent domain, or to acquire franchises in the streets 
or highways of town or cities, or of any insurance com- 
pany, bank or banking corporation, savings bank, trust 
company, or any other corporation trading in bonds, notes 
or other evidences of indebtedness, in any manner other 
than is hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 3. Said corporators shall sign said agreement 
stating their residences against their names, shall 
acknowledge the same in the manner in which deeds of 
real estate are required to be acknowledged within this 
state, and shall file the same in the office of the secretary 
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of state, together with the certificate of the general treas- 
urer that said corporators have paid into the treasury 
for the use of the state the sum of one hundred dollars ; 
or if the capital stock of said corporation is to be one 
hundred thousand dollars, or more, have paid into the 
treasury a sum equal to one-tenth of one per centum of 
said capital stock. 

• • • •'• • • • 

Sec. 7. Whenever a corporation is- created as pro- STay *bl in"^^^ 
vided in the preceding sections, and more capital than ''''^*^' ^'^* 
the amount prescribed in the articles of agreement shall 21 r*. i. 498'. 
be necessary or desirable, such articles may be amended 
in pursuance of a vote therefor representing in amount 
three-quarters of the whole capital stock, passed at a 
meeting of the corporation duly called for that purpose, 
by the filing, in the office of the secretary of state, of a 
certificate of such vote duly attested by the president and 
secretary of said corporation, together with the certificate 
of the general treasurer that said corporation has, with 
previous payments to the general treasurer, paid into the 
treasury, for the use of the state, a sum equal to one-tenth 
of one per centum of its capital stock when so increased. 
Such vote shall set forth the amount, the par value, and 
kinds, of additional stock and the advantages of the pre- 
ferred, if any, over the common stock. * * * 

• • • •■• • • • 

Sec. 11. All libraries, lyceums, fire-engine companies, charitable and 

literary oorp<j- 

and corporations formed for religious, charitable, liter- ration^ how 

formed, 

ary, scientific, artistic, social, musical, agricultural or 
sporting purposes, not organized for business purposes, 
and all other corporations of like nature not hereinbefore 
otherwise provided for, shall be created in the following 
manner, viz. : Five or more persons of lawful age shall 
associate by written articles which shall express : 

First. Their agreement to form said corporation ; Agreement. 

Second. The name by which it shall be known, which Name. 
name shall not then be in use by any existing corporation ^^ ^' ^' ^^^' 
of the state ; 
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Purpose. Third. The purpose for which it is constituted ; 

21 R.**r*444. Fourth. The town or city in which it is to be located. 

21 R. L 498. gg^jj^ agreement shall be signed and acknowledged by 

J'ctooS^d^d'^' all the members named therein. Said agreement shall be 
offl1;e^l)?^the ^"^^ ^^ ^^^ office of the secretary of state, and said per- 
rt^te!^th'a sons shall pay a fee of five dollars into the general 
tS* payment of trcasury of the state. When said agreement has been so 

filed, together with the certificate of the general treasurer 
that the fee of five dollars has been paid, and the sum of 
one dollar has been paid to said secretary of state for the 
certificate hereinafter required, the secretary of state 
shall thereupon issue to said corporation his certificate, 
under the seal of the state. * * * 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 39.) 
oorporations Sec. 16. No corporatlon other than a corporation for 

chartered by 

br^to^pa^tTx religious, literary, or charitable purposes, or a military 
^tion.*^'^"' or fire company, shall be organized under a charter 
10 R. 1. 112. granted by special act of the general assembly, until the 
12 R.' 1, 491.' petitioners for the same shall pay into the general treas- 
ury, for the use of the state, one hundred dollars, and in 
addition one-tenth of one per centum upon any amount of 
capital stock exceeding one hundred thousand dollars 
authorized by such charter ; and every corporation which 
shall increase its capital stock shall pay into the general 
treasury, for the use of the state, one-tenth of one per 
centum upon such increase; and the secretary of state 
shall not issue a certified copy of any act creating such 
corporation, or providing for such increase of capital 
stock, until he shall receive the certificate of the general 
treasurer to the effect that the sum so required has been 
paid. 
Tax, how col- Sec. 17. If any corporation shall neglect for the space 
Doration neg- of thirty days to pay the duty imposed upon such cor- 
aame. poration, the general treasurer shall issue his warrant of 

distress against the same, directed to the sheriff or his 
deputy of the county in which such corporation is located. 
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for the amount of such duty; commanding him, in the 
name of the state, to collect from such corporation said 
amount, with interest thereon from the time the same 
was payable to the time of its receipt by such officer, with 
his lawful fees, and to make return thereof within ninety 
days from the date of such warrant. 

Sec. 18. The officer charged with the service of such offiier^to^^rVe 
warrant shall levy and collect the sum therein named, by J^irp?op^y 
attachment and seizure of the real and personal estate ^'^^* 
of the corporation against whom such warrant was issued, 
and shall sell the same at public auction, giving thirty 
days previous notice of the time and place of such sale, 
by posting up two notices in the town in which such cor- 
poration is located; and a deed of such estate made by 
such officer shall vest in the purchaser all the right, title 
and interest which such corporation had therein at the 
time of the attachment and seizure thereof. 



term of office. 



5. _ OYSTER GROUND LEASES. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 203.) 2 r. i. sei. 

Section 1. There shall be elected by the general as- S'Xif&h™ 
sembly, in grand committee, five commissioners of shell cii?te<?^^(i 
fisheries, one from each county, who shall hold office for 
the term of five years. The general assembly, in grand 
committee, at the January session in the year nineteen 
hundred ten, and in each fifth year thereafter, shall elect 
five members of said board, and the members so elected 
shall hold their offices until the first day of February in 
the fifth year after their appointment. Any vacancy that 
may occur in said offices while the general assembly is 
not in session may be filled by the governor until such 
time as some person elected by the general assembly, in 
grand committee, to fill such vacancy, shall be qualified to 
act. Any person elected by the general assembly to fill 
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such vacancy shall hold office for the unexpired term of 
the person whose place he is elected to fill. They shall 
have power and authority to elect a clerk and prescribe 
his duties. 

• ••••••• 

n,in landl Z'' ^^^' ^ ^^^ amended) . Said commissioners may, unless 

.^ysteJVound. otherwise by statute prohibited, agree to lease in the 

Pub. Laws. 396. ^ame of the state, by public auction or otherwise, to any 

Apni 23, 1909. suitajjig person, being an inhabitant of this state, or any 

15 R.' 1. 239^ corporation chartered. under the laws of this state, for 

the purpose of oyster culture and the oyster business: 
Provided, that said corporation shall have its principal 
place of business within this state for the opening, ship- 
ping, and selling of all oysters gi^Dwn on ground leased to 
it within this state ; and provided, further, that said cor- 
poration shall not ship out of this state any oysters in 
cargo lots direct from any of the oyster grounds leased 
to it ; and provided, further, that, if at any time hereafter 
said corporation shall practically cease to carry on 
actively the business aforesaid, then and thereupon said 
commissioners may cancel said lease or leases to said cor- 
poration ; any piece of land within the state, covered by 
four feet of tide water at mean low tide, as delineated 
upon the plats in the office of the commissioners of shell 
fisheries, and not within any harbor line * * * to be 
used as a private and several oyster fishery for the 
planting and cultivation of oysters thereon, upon such 
terms and conrlitions as they may deem proper, but 
not for a longer term than ten years or for a shorter 
term than five years, nor for a rent of less than ten 
dollars per annum for every acre to be leased where 
the water is of the depth of less than twelve feet 
at mean low water, as shown on the plats in the 
office of the commissioners of shell fisheries, and not 
agreeing to lease more than one acre at a time in 
one lot or parcel to one person, firm or corporation ; but 
in drawing such leases said commissioners may include 
in the instrument of lease one or more acres of land so 
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leased by them, and all such leases shall be made and 
executed free of expense to the lessee: Provided, how- 
ever, that any lessee or holder of oyster ground, on the 
expiration of any lease thereof which is now or which 
may hereafter be granted, shall upon application to the 
commissioners of shell fisheries have the preference in 
the re-letting of said ground for a like term to that 
granted in the original lease, unless said applicant at the 
time for granting said application shall be in arrear for 
rent on said original lease of said ground; and said 
application for such renewal or further lease shall be 
granted without notice or advertisement of the pendency 
thereof: Provided, however, that no renewal or further 
lease of said ground shall be granted when the commis- 
sioners of shell fisheries shall for cause cease to lease said 
ground for oyster culture. And such letting shall not be 
subject to the provision for letting by public auction; 
and neither of such commissioners shall at any time be 
interested in any lease of ground for planting oysters, or 
in the cultivation or product thereof. * * * 

Sec. 9. The said commissioners may let and lease any same subject. 
lands within the state covered by tidewater where the 
said water is of the depth of at least twelve feet according 
to the plats in the office of the commissioners of shell 
fisheries at the average low water, for the purpose of 
having the said land used in planting and cultivating 
oysters in the deep waters of Narragansett bay and 
tributaries, at an annual rental of not less than five dollars 
per acre, for a term not exceeding ten years from such 
letting. 

Sec. 23 (as amended). The oysters planted or grow- oysters rersonai 
ing in any private oyster ground leased as aforesaid shall, f^^^' "^ 
during the continuance of the lease, be the personal prop- 1242* April 23, 
erty of the lessee of such oyster ground. 12 r. i sso 
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Town or city 
council may 
grant rights 
and franchises 
in streets and 
highways. 



Such grant 
may confer ex- 
clusive rights 
for 25 years. 



Corporation al- 
ready estab- 
lished, to have 
a preference. 



Neither of two 
or more corpor- 
ations to have 
exclusive right 
without the 
consent of the 
other. 



6. — CORPORATE FRANCHISES IN HIGHWAYS. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 91.*) 

Section 1. Any town or city, by vote of the town 
council or city council, may pass ordinances or make con- 
tracts to be executed by its proper officers, granting 
rights and franchises in, over or under the streets and 
highways in such town or city to such corporation, and 
for the purposes and upon the condition hereinafter 
specified. 

Sec. 2. Such grants, whether by ordinance or by con- 
tract, may confer upon any corporation created by the 
general assembly of Rhode Island for the purpose of dis- 
tributing water, or for the purpose of producing, selling 
and distributing currents of electricity to be used for 
light, heat, or motive-power, or for the purpose of manu- 
facturing, selling and distributing illuminating or heat- 
ing-gas, or for the purpose of operating street railways 
by any motive-power, or for the purpose of operating 
telephones, the exclusive right, for a time not exceeding 
twenty-five years, to erect, lay, construct and maintain 
for the purposes for which such corporation is created, 
poles, wires, pipes, conduits, rails or cables, with neces- 
sary and convenient appurtenances as may be required 
for the conduct of the business of such corporation, in, 
over or under the streets of such town or city: Pro- 
vided, however, that no grant of exclusive rights or fran- 
chises for either of the purposes aforesaid shall be made 
by any city or town wherein at the time a corporation 
created for the same purpose, or a person duly authorized 
by law to use the streets for such purpose, shall be in 
actual use and enjoyment of such rights, except to such 
corporation or person already carrying on business in 
such city or town ; and provided further, that whenever 
in any city or town more than one corporation shall at 
the time be in actual use and enjoyment of portions of the 



See also Chap. 216, p. 91 
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streets and highways for either of the purposes afore- 
said, no exclusive right or franchise shall be granted to 
either without the consent of the other; and provided 
further, that no such grant shall prevent any town or city Private estates 
from permitting any person or corporation to use such "^*^*^- 
streets or highways for any of the purposes aforesaid in 
order to connect and serve any two or more estates owned 
by such person or corporation. 

Sec. 8. Every corporation which shall accept exclu- ^''^^'r etu J^ S 
sive rights or franchises granted by ordinance or contract tJTwn^™^fty 
under the provisions of this chapter, shall make and ^^^"''^^^ 
render to the treasurer of the town or city granting the 
same, on or before the thirtieth day of January, April, 
July and October in every year, returns, verified by the 
oath of its president or treasurer, of the gross earnings 
of such corporation within such town or city for the 
period of three months next preceding the first day of 
January, April, July and October in the same year, and 
shall at the same time pay to such town or city treasurer, 
in full payment for the rights and franchises aforesaid, ^p^^^i tt'^ *« 

*^ "^ ^ 'be paid there- 

a special tax upon said gross earnings at a rate not ex- pai'a,*^he^^town 
ceeding three per centum upon the gross earnings of said er m% conl'ct 
corporation within said town or city in such year. In amou^nt.*^^ 
case any such corporation shall neglect to make payment 
of such quarterly tax as aforesaid, said town or city treas- 
urer may collect and recover of said corporation, as other 
taxes are collectible, double the amount of the special tax 
shown to be due by the last preceding quarterly-return 
of such corporation. In case any such corporation shall T/x^t^'o^the diV 

11. • >i > •■ i«jiiii ferent towns, if 

do business in more than one town or city, and it shall be more than one. 
unable to ascertain the amount of its gross earnings in 
each town or city separately from actual accounts kept 
thereof, its returns of gross earnings to be made as afore- 
said shall state the gross earnings of its entire business 
and the length of its wires, pipes, mains or tracks in the 
streets and highways of each town or city, and the gross 
earnings from its business in the town or city shall be 
taken to be that proportion of the whole gross earnings 
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which the length of its wires, pipes, mains or tracks in the 
streets and highways of such city or town bears to the 
total length of ail its wires, pipes, mains or tracks in 
streets and highways. 



7. — ASSESSMENTS FOR CERTAIN IMPROVE- 

MENTS IN HIGHWAYS. 

(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 82.) 

ouVof^hf/h°^ Sec. 35. Whenever the town council of any town here- 

miMioners^T* inafter named, shall adjudge it to be necessary to lay out, 

assessment, in enlarge. Straighten, improve or alter any street or high- 
towns. 

17 R. 1. 778. way, or any part thereof, in said town, said council may 
J8R. 1. 283. eause the same to be done in the manner following: 
Appointment of Whenever any lands shall be required for the purpose 

oommiasioners. 

10 R. 1. 820. aforesaid, and the town council shall be of opinion that 

any estates will be specially benefited thereby, said coun- 
cil shall, after notice to all persons interested, which 
notice shall specify the time and place of the meeting of 
the council and the nature and extent of the intended 
improvement, and after hearing all said persons who de- 
sire to be heard in' the matter, appoint not less than three 
nor more than five discreet and disinterested persons as 
commissioners of estimate and assessment, who may be 

Proportion to rcsidents and taxpayers in said town ; and said council 

be sssesscd 

may at the same time determine that such portion of the 
damage occasioned by taking any real estate for said 
purpose, not exceeding three-fourths thereof, shall be 
assessed upon the owners of such estates as said commis- 
sioners shall find will be specially benefited by making 
the proposed improvement, whether any part of such 
estates are taken for the improvement or not : Provided, 
that such owners shall not be assessed in any case beyond 
the amount that said commissioners shall consider their 
estates to be specially benefited thereby. Said commis- 
sioners, before entering upon the duties of their office, 
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shall be severally engaged to the faithful discharge of the 
trust and duties required of them. 

Sec. 36. Whenever the city council of any city shall ?4*^f h^gjw!y» 
adjudge it to be necessary to lay out, enlarge, straighten, ^^^ ^f™^tim2te 
improve or alter any street or highway, or any part h!* dti^""^"^' 
thereof, in said city, and any lands shall be required for 
the purpose aforesaid, and the said city council shall be 
of opinion that any estates will be specially benefited 
thereby, and the said city council shall determine what 
portion of the damage occasioned by taking any real 
estate for said purpose, not exceeding three-fourths 
thereof, shall be assessed upon the owners of such estates 
as the commissioners appointed under this chapter shall 
find to be specially benefited by making the proposed im- 
provement, whether any part of such estates are taken 
for the improvement or not (Provided, that such owners 
shall not be assessed in any case beyond the amount that 
said commissioners shall consider their estates to be 
specially benefited thereby), the board of aldermen of 
said city shall thereupon proceed in the same manner and 
with the same powers and authority as is given to town 
councils in the preceding section. 

Sec. 37. The commissioners shall cause a survey and Rlii^fLl^tr- 

•^ commissioners 

plat of the proposed alteration to be made ; and shall cause SLiSSSSt! *"** 
notice to be given to all persons interested in the lands 
to be taken or in the improvement to be made, and to all 
persons who are owners of lands which, in the opinion of 
the commissioners, will be benefited by such proposed 
alterations, of the time and place of making an estimate 
of the value of the property so required to be taken, and 
of the special benefits to be conferred by making such 
alterations ; and at the time and place appointed in said 
notice, the commissioners shall proceed to make a just 
estimate of the amount of the damage occasioned to the 
respective owners, lessees, parties or persons entitled to 
or interested in the lands taken for such alteration, and 
also a just estimate of the value of the special benefits, if 
10 
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any,\catised thereby to the several owners of lands not 
required for the proposed improvements, but which will, 
in the\ opinion of the said commissioners, be benefited 
thereby; and said commissioners shall report thereon to 
the town council or board of aldermen without unneces- 
sary delay. The commissioners shall set forth in said 
report the names of the owners of, and persons in any 
way interested in, any of the land taken for the proposed 
improvement, so far as the same can be ascertained, and 
a description or designation of the several parcels thereof, 
with the damage and benefit to each respectively. And 
the said commissioners shall further apportion and assess 
such portion of the damage and cost of improvements 
as the town or city council may have directed, ascertained 
as aforesaid, upon the owners of the estates so specially 
benefited, in proportion to the special benefits conferred: 
Provided, that the amount of such assessment shall not 
exceed the amount of the special benefits, ascertained as 
aforesaid. 

^dtTtoVax^! Sec. 45. The amount of benefit apportioned and as- 
sessed to the owners of real estate by the' commissioners 
in their report, confirmed as aforesaid, and required by 
such report to be paid by the respective owners, shall be 
added to the taxes assessed against said real estate and 
the owners thereof by the assessors of taxes at the next 
or any subsequent annual assessment of taxes after the 
confirmation of said report, and shall be and remain a 
lien lipon such real estate from and after such con- 
firmation until it is paid, and shall be collected at the 
same time and in the same manner as the other taxes 
assessed against said real estate and the owners thereof ; 
except in cases where the estates are owned by non- 
residents in the state, or minors, in which case one year 
in addition shall be allowed. 
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(Gen. Laws, 1909, Chap. 83.) 

Sec. 30. Whenever any highway shall be graded, and curbstones 
sidewalks established therein, and such sidewalks shall i2r. 1.2^1. 
be ordered to be curbed as is hereinbefore provided, the 

owners of land abutting on such sidewalks shall pay the 

* 

cost of the curbstones to be set against their respective 

lands. 

Sec. 31. Such costs shall be ascertained by the sur- cost, how as- 
certained and 

veyor of highways, and be by him submitted to and be collected. 
approved by the said town council, and then the surveyor lii ii". i*. 550*. 
of highways shall demand the same of such abutting m " 
owner, and if such owner shall neglect or refuse to pay 
the same, such surveyor of highways shall certify the 
costs so ascertained and approved, to the assessors of 
taxes for the said town, and the assessors shall include 
the said costs of said curbstones, which sum shall be 
included in the next assessment of taxes for such town 
against such land or the owner thereof. 



Sec. 34. If the person appealing from any appraisal Proceedings in 

case of such ap- 

of damages made by the town council shall fail to have peai. 
the damages increased on such appeal, he shall pay the ^^ ^' ^' ^''^' 
costs, and shall have judgment for the amount of dam- 
ages awarded him, but if the said damages be increased 
on the appeal, then he shall have judgm.ent for the dam- 
ages and costs awarded him, and execution jnay isBue- 
therefor; and every person appealing from any assess- 
ment of taxes for curbstones who shall fail to have sueb 
taxes reduced on appeal shall be atijudged^to. pay the 
costs of suit, and the collector of taxes may proceed to- 
collect such taxes as if such appeal had not been taken, 
but if the appellant shall succeed in having such tax 
reduced, he shall recover costs, and the collector of taxes 
shall collect from him only so much of said tax as shall 
have been found on appeal to be due from the appellant. 
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Of appointment 
of commission- 
ers to define 
prrade, etc. 



Sec. 37. Whenever in any town any person or per- 
sons owning land abutting on any platted street or way, 
which is not a public highway, the plat of which is re- 
corded in the office of the clerk of the town in which such 
land is situated, shall petition the town council of such 
town to cause the grade of any such street or way to be 
defined, said town council shall appoint three discreet and 
disinterested persons, residents and taxpayers of said 
town, commissioners to define the grade of such street 
or way; which commissioners, before entering upon the 
duties of their office, shall be engaged to the faithful dis- 
charge of the said trust. 



Compensation 
of commission- 
ers, etc. 



Sec. 41. Said commissioners shall be entitled to a rea- 
sonable compensation for their services, and for all sums 
of money expended for said plat and other necessary dis- 
bursements, to be allowed by the town council, whether 
said report be rejected, confirmed or recommitted; to be 
paid by said petitioners, the amount of which shall be 
equally apportioned and assessed to such petitioners by 
the assessors of taxes ; and unless paid forthwith by said 
petitioners, shall be added to the taxes assessed against 
said real estate abutting on said platted street or way 
belonging to said petitioners and the petitioners owning 
the same at Jhe next annual assessment of taxes ; and shall 
be and reniain a lien upon such real estate until it is paid, 
and shall be" collected at the same time and in the same 
manner as the other taxes assessed against said peti- 
tioners, except in cases where said petitioners are non- 
residents of this state or of the United States, in which 
cases one year in addition shall be allowed for the pay- 
ment of the same. 
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Abatement of corporate excess tax: 68 

of. inheritance tax 122 

of town taxes !....' 20, 54 

Academy of learning, property used for, exempt from taxation, when. 2 

Administrator — See EXECUTOR. 

Adopted child, tax on beneficial interest of, under inheritance tax 

law 109 

Advertising sale of property for unpaid taxes 37, 39 

Agent of insurance or surety company, tax on premiums received by. 98 
of foreign insurance or surety company, annual fee for 

certificate of 101 

Agreement for settlement of inheritance taxes, how authorized. .117, 124 
Allowance made for support of widow and family to be deducted 

under inheritance tax law 104 

^'American experience table," basis for figuring value of life estate 

and vested remainders under inheritance 

tax law 114 

Appeal from inheritance tax assessment, right of 107, 122 

from local assessment, how taken 29 

from valuation of capital stock 63, 75 

from corporate excess tax 68 

from amount of taxable gross earnings fixed 85 

from forfeiture of charter, how made by corporation 72 

Apportionment of valuation and gross earnings of corporations 

doing business both within and without 

the state 64, 86 

Appraisal of capital stock, who shall sign and make return of 62 

of manufacturing property by assessors, under corporation 

law 32 

Appraisals made as of date of death under inheritance tax law 124 

Appraisers, appointment of, under inheritance tax law, when. . 119-120 
Appropriation for salaries and expenses of board of tax commis- 
sioners 56-57, 59 

Assessment of town taxes, date for, defined 21 

time of, defined 22, 23 

Assessments and premiums of insurance companies, how taxed. .98-100 
for layout and improvement of highways, towns may 

make 144r-148 

relief from 29, 68-69 

to be at full and fair cash value 28, 29 

151 



152 INDEX. 

Page No. 
Assessors of taxes, to make annual report to board of tax commis- 
sioners 68 

compensation of *. . . . 32, 48 

how elected in towns 17-18 

board of tax commissioners to confer with and request what 

action 58 

to furnish information to board of tax commissioners on 

request 58 

powers and duties of 1-34, 53-55 

of Providence, to certify copy of assessment to board of 

canvassers and registration 48 

real estate escaping taxation to be assessed by, for years 

same was omitted to be taxed 33 

state to furnish uniform tax sheets for assessment rolls to. 58 

to assess poll taxes xi, 43-47 

to post notices of time and place of meeting to receive state- 
ments from taxpayers 24 

valuation of cities and towns by, to be basis for state tax. . 51 
also for special taxes ordered by general assembly. 53 
Assignments of state taxes, general treasurer authorized to sell 

orders on towns 51-53 

Associations — See CORPORATIONS. 

Attachment of property for non-payment of taxes 42 

Attorney general to approve agreements for settlement of inheritance 

taxes 117, 124 

to prosecute delinquents neglecting to pay sums due the 

state 53 

Authorized capital, certain domestic corporations to pay franchise 

tax on 70 

Automobiles, fees for registration of 128-131 

B 

Bank shares, state tax on 73-77 

Banks, trust companies and savings banks to make annual report 

to bank commissioner 78-79 

intangible property of, exempt from taxation by town. ... 8 

national, taxation of interest-bearing deposits in 80-83 

not to transfer stocks, bonds, etc., for any executor with- 
out permit 123 

shares of, exempt from taxation by town 10 

to pay tax on participation and savings accounts and cer- 
tain profits 78-83 

Beneficial interest, classification and rates of taxation under inherit- 
ance tax law 109-1 10 

Benefits received in laying out and improvement of highways may 

be assessed against owners of real 
estate 144-148 
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Page No. 
Bequest or devise to executor in lieu of allowance or commission, 

taxable when under inheritance tax law.. 115 
Board of canvassers and registration of Providence, assessors to 

certify list of persons assessed 48 

collector to submit list of certain persons whose taxes 

have been paid 50 

Board of public roads, fees paid to for registration of motor vehicles 

and drivers 128-131 

Board of tax commissioners, organization of 55-57 

may destroy duplicate records, returns, and other docu- 
ments 60 

to report biennially, etc., to governor 59 

Bond, collector of taxes to give : 35 

for payment of inheritancL- taxes may be given, when. .112-113 
Bonded indebtedness of corporations, amount and value to be 

returned 62 

to be added in determining corporate excess 64 

Bonds and other securities of corporations, values to be taken under 

inheritance tax law 104, 124 

of corporations liable to corporate excess tax exempt from 

local taxation 10, 69 

of corporations subject to gross earnings tax also 

exempt • 10, 89 

of this state and of the United States exempt from taxa- 
tion 1 

permit required before transfer from estate of a decedent. . 123 

Books, family, exempt up to $300 2 

Brown University, professors and families of, exempt up to $10,000. 2 

Building-loan associations, foreign, how taxed 102-103 

domestic, intangible property of exempt from state and 

local taxation 8, 91 

Buildings on leased land taxed as real estate 5 

Burial grounds, exempt from taxation 2 

C 

Cable companies, how taxed 84-90 

Canvass of list of persons registered who have paid taxes 50 

Capital stock of corporations: 

amount authorized and outstanding, report to be made 

of 62, 70 

appraisal, who shall make and sign return of 62 

exempt from local taxation, when 69, 77, 84, 89 

authorized, franchise tax to be assessed upon domestic cor- 
porations on basis of, when 70 

valuation of, how fixed 63 

appeal from, to superior court, how taken 68 

notice of dissatisfaction with, to board of tax com- 
missioners 63 

notice to corporation of 63 



154 INDEX. 

Pa<re No. 
Capital of foreign-building-loaii associations, how taxed 102-103 

of stocl< insurance companies taxable to holder viii 

Cashier of bank to make return of list of shareliolders 73 

Cemeteries — See BUKIAL GROUNDS. 

Certificate of payment of taxes 47, 49 

Certification by assessors of taxes (Providence) to board of can- 
vassers and registration of list of persons 

assessed 48 

date of, defined 22, 23 

of list of persons whose taxes have been i)aid 49, 50 

to general treasurer of taxes assessed — See GENERAL 

TREASURER. 
Charitable institutions, public, exempt from taxation. .2, 70, 91, 110-1 11 
Charters of certain domestic corporations, forfeiture if franchise tax 

is not paid, wlien 71-73 

of corporations, fee for issuance of 136-137 

Chauffeur's license, fee for 130 

Cities, towns, state tax on 51, 127 

electors of towns nun lew a tax, how 21 

may grant franchise in highways 142-144 

may exempt manufacturing property from taxation, *hovv 

and when 18-19 

City assessors — See ASSESSORS. 

Civil War veterans, exemption of, when ; 3-4, 44 

Claims, against town, procedure for assessing special tax where 

funds are insufficient to pay 16-17 

allowed against estate to be deducted under inheritance 

tax law 104, 106, 113, 117 

retention of property or funds for payment of 117 

Classification of property for purposes of taxation, situa, etc 1-13 

of beneficiaries and rates of taxation under inheritance 

tax law 109-110 

Classified rate on intangibles 12 

Clerical assi?'tance to board of tax commissioners 57 

'additional appropriation for 59 

Clerk of probate — See PROBATE CLERK. 

Collateral heir, tax on 4)eneficial interest under inheritance tax law. 110 

Collection of taxes: 

bank shares 74, 76-77 

corporate excess 66 

form of resolution ordering, in town meeting. . 21-24 

francliiso and minimum tax on domestic corporations.... 71 

franchise tax on street railways 96 

gross earnings tax on public service corporations 88 

inheritance taxes 106, 112 

insurance companies 98-99 

interest-bearing deposits in national banks 81, 83 

local taxes 35-42 
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Collection of taxes — Continued. Page No. 

poll tax, constitutional provisions xi 

general law relating to 43-4G 

savings banks, deposits in 78 

state tax on cities and towns ,51-55, 127 

trust companies and banks, participation accounts 71) 

Collectors of taxes: 

how elected in towns 17-18 

powers and duties of 7, 31, 35-50, 54-55 

See also GENERAL TREASURER. 
Commission — See BOARD OF TAX COMMISSIONERS. 

Common carriers, how taxed •. 84-97 

Conduits of certain public service corporations exempt 89 

Constitutional provisions on taxation xi 

Contemplation of death, transfer tax by deed, grant, etc., made in, 

under inheritance tax law 107 

Contested claims, suspension of payment of tax pending settlement 

of, under inheritance tax law 117 

Contingent transfers to be taxed under inheritance tax law pri- 
marily' at the lowest rate, when llo 

Contract payable at or after death, taxable how under inheritance 

tax law 123 

Co-partnerships, how taxed 7, 8 

Corporate excess, corporations to pay annual tax to state upon.-. . . 61 

appeal from assessment, how taken ; 68-69 

corporations subject to State tax on, exempt from taxation 

by town on intangible property 8 

shares of, exempt in hands of holder 10, 69 

failure to make return, how then determined and assessed. . 66 

how determined 64-65 

notice to be mailed of amount of tax 66 

of inter-state corporations, how determined 64-65 

rate of tax on 65 

interest 66 

repayment in case of erroneous assessment as finally deter- 
mined by court, how made 69 

tax to be lien on real estate 66 

tax, when payable 66 

Corporation charters, fee charged for issuance of 136-139 

Corporations, manufacturing and mercantile, to make annual return 

to board of tax commissioners, when and 

how 61-63 

assessors may require return in writing of capital stock 

owned by any stockholder 29 

to appraise manufacturing establishment of, when. 32 

extension of time for filing returns, how granted 63 

forfeiture of charter if franchise and minimum tax is not 

paid, when 72 

franchise and minimum tax on domostic corporations. .... 70 
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Corporations — Continued. Page No. 

inter-state, corporate excess how determined 64-65 

penalty for neglect or refusal to file return 67 

for making false return 68 

property exempted from local taxation, value of, to be 

returned to board of tax commissioners . . 62 

public service, how taxed 84-97 

stocks and bonds, what values taken in determining net 

estate under inheritance tax law. . . .104, 124 

permit to be granted for transfer of 123 

Court proceedings involving constitutionality or construction of tax 

statute or validity of assessment, board 
of tax commissioners to receive notice 

before hearing 59 

See also SUPERIOR COURT. 

Credit unions, tax on deposits with 84 

Curbstones, owners of land to pay for setting of 147 

Curtesy in property subject to inheritance tax 108 

D 

Date for assessment of town taxes 21 

Death of creator of trust, estate taxable under inheritance tax law, 

when 108 

Debentures of corporation, how figured in corporate excess 64 

exempt from local taxation in hands of holder, when.. 10, 69, 89 

Deductions allowed under inheritance tax law 104-105 

allowed in determining corporate excess 65 

on tax on bank shares 75 

on tax on savings and participation accounts . . . 78-79 

on tax on insurance companies 98^99 

on tax on foreign building-loan associations 103 

on local taxes 10-11, 47 

statement showing entire estate of non-resident decedent 

must be filed to obtain certain deduc- 
tions 104,105 

Deed in contemplation of death, taxable under inheritance tax law. 107 

Delinquency in payment of taxes, penalties for 45, 47, 53, 

66, 71-72, 76, 81, 88, 90, 96, 99, 106, 112 
Deposit to cover tax under inheritance tax law, executor may make. . 106 

Deposits, savings, and participation accounts, tax on 78-79 

in national banks, interest-bearing, how taxed 80-83 

with credit unions, tax on 84 

Descent and distribution, transfer under statutes of, tax imposed 

under inheritance tax law 107 

Description of property 5-6, 24, 28 

Devise or bequest to executor in lieu of allowance for services, excess 

taxable , 115-116 

Devisee liable for inheritance tax, when 109 

Dining car companies, how taxed 84-90 
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Page No. 

Direct state tax on cities and towns 51, 127 

Discount allowed on tax on transfer under inheritance tax law, 

when 112 

Distrainment of property for non-payment of taxes 7, 35-42, 48 

Domestic building-loan associations exempt from state and local 

taxation on intangible property 8, 91 

corporations, franchise and minimum tax on 70-73 

insurance companies, how taxed 98-101 

Dower and curtesy subject to inheritance tax 108 

Driver of motor vehicle, fee for license of 130 

£ 

Education, property used for purposes of, exempt from certain taxa- 
tion 2 

Electric lighting companies, how taxed 84-90 

Equipment and other personal property of certain public service 

corporations exempt from local taxation.. 89 
Erroneous valuation or assessment, appeal how taken. . .29, 63, 68, 75, 85 

real estate to be reassessed in case of, when 33 

repayment of tax in case of 30, 69 

Estate, net, tax on 103 

of deceased person, where no administration has been 

taken out, how taxed locally 9 

Estates in expectancy, taxation of, under inheritance tax law 116 

in remainder, taxable under inheritance tax law 114 

Examination of books of corporations, board of tax commissioners 

may make 66-6^7, 89-90 

Executor, administrator or trustee — duties under inheritance tax law : 
final account not to be allowed until taxes have been set- 
tled 124 

inventory to be filed by 117-118 

extension of time for filing of 118 

may deposit sum to cover tax 166 

may dispose of property to pay tax, when 117 

may eflfect settlement of tax by agreement 117 

may withhold payment of legacy, when 116 

not to transfer stock, bonds, etc., without permit 123 

notice of appointment of, probate clerk to give 119 

of non-resident decedent's estate, to file sworn statement 

for inheritance tax assessment. .104-105, 

111-112 

penalty for neglect or refusal to comply with law 121-122 

personal liability of 106, 108 

property held by, how taxed by city or town 7, 9 

refund of tax, how made 106-107, 113 

right of appeal of, from assessments 107, 122 

right to recover tax from heir, etc 109, 116 

to file supplemental statement showing gains and losses. . . 118 
to pay inheritance taxes assessed 106, 112 
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Exemption from taxation: Paj;e No. 

amount allowtMl as, on net c^^tate tax under inheritance tax 

law 104 

on transfer or legacy tax 1 10-111 

from [loW tax. constitutional provision xi 

.i^eneral law relating to 44 

general law relating to 1 

list of exempt property of corporations to be returned to 

board of tax commissioners 62 

local as-cssors to furnisli board of lax commissioners in- 
formation relating to exempted prop- 
erty 58-59 

of capital, etc., of credit unions 84 

of lines, eciuipment, etc., of certain pul)lic .service corpora- 
tions 88-89 

of property, income, rights, privileges, and franchises of 

street railway companies paying special 
franchise taxes to the state, from taxes 

other than imposed generally 92 

of certain manufacturing property, town or city may 

grant 18 

of funds of fraternal benefit societies 5 

of insurance corporations and suret}^ companies from cer- 
tain state taxes 70, 91 

of intangible property o^ corporations subject to corporate 

excess tax 8 

of intangible property of corporations subject to gross 

. earnings tax 88 

of intangible property, franchises and shares of stock of 

non-operating public service corpora- 

tions 70, 88-89, 96 

of intangible property of domestic building-loan associa- 
tions 8, 91 

of. religious, social, charitable, and literary corporations 

from state corporation taxes 70, 91 

of savings banks from tax on intangible property 8 

of shares of stock, bonds, etc., of corporations doing busi- 
ness in Rhode Island, in hands of holder, 

10, 69, 84, 89, 103 
of stock and certain other property of foreign building- 
loan associations 103 

of veterans of War of Rebellion, amount allowed upon 

statement filed with assessors 4 

of water companies, town or city may grant 18 

Expenses of board of tax commissioners, annual appropriation 

for 57, 59 

Kx])ress com])anie>, how taxed .,..,,.. 84-90 

Extension of time for filing corporation tax returns, when...^ 63 

for filinjT inventory under inheritance tax law. .»... ,.118-119 
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Failure to asscs<, provisions rn oasn of : . 83, 66 

to make return, eorpornl ion liow assessed 60 

to receive notice of xaination of capital stock not to invali- 
date 63 

to receive notice of tax, not to excnse non-payment. . .66, 

71, 76, 80, 88, 105-106, 108 

False return of corporation, ])enalt\ 68 

])y insurance a^'cnt, of ])r('iniuins, etc 09 

of public service corporations 89 

Fees charpMl fnrerjrn insnranci^ and surety con]])anit^-^, also airenls. 100-101 

for issuance of corporation charter . .' 136 -139 

for li<jnor licenses. ■. . 131-135 

for r(\iii strati on of motor \ chicles 12S-130 

of prol)ate clerks for notices, etc., under inli('ritance tax 

law : 119 

of town clerks for niakinuf copies of t:tx bills 48 

Fi-rry-boat coinjtanie-, liow taxed 84-90 

Fiinil account not to be allowed by [)i()bate ct)nrt until inheritance 

taxes lia\e been paid 124 

Fine — See PFXAl/JY. 

P'ii-e district, relating to taxes of 36, 48 

Fire-en[,nne coin])anies, ])ro])crty of \oIunteei-, exeni])t from taxation 2 

Forei<»:n building-loan associations, bow taxed 102-103 

insurance companies, liow taxed 98-101 

fee for filing annnal statement 101 

fee for filing charter ()f 101 

Forestation, land planted for, exempt from tax, when 3 

Forfeiture of charter for non-payment of franchise and minimum 

tax by domestic corporation, when. ... 71-72 

Form of warrant for town meeting 19 

of citation on petition for relief on account of overtaxa- 
tion 29-30 

of notice of time and place of meeting of assessors to 

receive statements 24-28 

of resolution ordering a tax in town meeting 21-24 

Four-mill rate on intangibles 12 

Franchise and minimum tax on domestic corporations. 70-73 

Franchise tax on street railways 91-97 

Franchises in highways, towns may grant 142-144 

Fraternal benefit society, exempt from tax on intangible property.. 5 
Furniture, household, exempt up to $300 2 

G 

Gains made in reducing certain intangible proi)erty to possession 

to be added to net estate under inheri- 
tance tax law 104, 118 

^ Gas companies, how taxed 84-90 
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Page No. 

Interest charged on corporate excess and bank share taxes 66, 76 

on gross earnings tax on public service corporations.... 88 

on inheritance taxes 106, 112 

on unpaid town taxes, town may prescribe rate 47 

Inventory to be filed under- inheritance tax law 117-118 

extension of time for filing of 118-119 

incomplete or false 119-120 

penalty for neglect or refusal -to file 121-122 

Investment and loan companies, tax on 77 

J 

Joint stock companies — See CORPORATIONS. 

Judgment rendered against town, procedure in case of insuflScient 

funds to satisfy • 16 

L 

Layout and improvement of highways, towns may assess owners 

of land for 144-148 

Leases of oyster grounds, rentals 139-141 

Legacy or transfer tax 107 

Legatee, if required to refund portion of legacy after allowance of 

claims, proportion of transfer tax to be 

refunded 113 

executor may collect tax from*. 116 

Letters testamentary or administration, notice to be given by 

probate clerk of granting of 119 

Liability of executor, etc., for payment of inheritance taxes.. 106, 108 

of corporations, for tax on transfers, when 123 

of legatees, etc 109, 116-117 

to taxation, general provisions 1-13 

Libraries, public, property of, exempt from taxation 2 

town may provide for foundation of 15-16 

Lien: tax to be lien on estate under inheritance tax law on property 

transferred 106, 109 

banks to have lien on shareholders' shares for payment of 

state tax 76 

bond may be filed to release lien for payment of transfer 

tax 109, 112-113 

corporate excess tax to be lien on real estate 66 

on real estate of public service corporations, gross earn- 
ings tax to be 88 

on real property, may be transferred from one parcel to 

another under inheritance tax law% when.. 109 

Liens and sales for taxes, general provisions 35-42 

Life estate, valuation how determined under inheritance tax law.. 114 

Life insurance companies, tax on premiums of 98-101 

foreign, fees to be paid by 100-101 

tenant mav be taxed as owner 6, 37 
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Page No. 

Lighting companies, how taxed 84-91 

Limitation of town indebtedness * 17 

of rate of local taxes 17 

Lineal descendent, tax on beneficial interest of, under inheritaifce 

tax law ; 109-110 

Liquor license fees, one-fourth to be paid to state 131-135 

List of taxes certified to general treasurer — See (lENERAL 

TREASURER, 
of all property, separating land, buildings, tangible and in- 
tangible, to be made by local assessors . . 28 

fee of town clerk for making copy of 48 

Loan and investment companies, how taxed 77 

Loan associations, foreign-building, how taxed 102-103 

Local assessors — See ASSESSORS. 

M 
Machinery, equipment, etc., of certain public servico corporations 

exempt from local taxation 89 

Manufacturing and mercantile corporations — See CORPORATIONS, 
corporation, appraisal by assessors of property of, under 

corporation law relating to liability of 
shareholders for debts of corporation . . 32-33 
property may be exempted from local taxation, how 18-19 

Mariner at sea, exempt from payment of poll tax xi, 44 

Military purpose, real estate used exclusively for. exempt from 

taxation, when 1 

duty, remission of poll-tax on account of xi, 44, 46-47 

Mill rate, four, on intangibles 12 

Minimum and franchise tax on domestic corporations 70 

Minor, tangible and intangible property of, taxable to 9 

Mortgages allowed as deduction under inheritance tax law 104 

Motor vehicles, fees charged for re^jistration of 128-130 

Mutual insurance companies, state tax on 98-101 ' 

taxable on intangible property, where 11 

N 

National banks, tax on shares of stock in, how a^^sessed 73-77 

intangible property of, exempt from taxation by town .... 8 

tax on interest-bearing deposits in 80-83 

without the state, shares in, if taxable in state where 

located not taxable in this state 9 

Net estate, tax imposed under inheritance tax law upon 103-104 

highest rate to be charged, when 122 

value of, appraised as of date of death 104, 124 

Non-resident decedent, tax on real property of, within this state, 

under inheritance tax law 103-104 

exemption on net estate of, how made 104 

proportion of exemption in case of transfer by 111-112 
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Non-resident decedent — Continued. Page No. 

tax on transfer of, when 107-108 

taxdble value of net estate of, how ascertained 106 

Non-resident owner of shares in bank or trust company, tax on, 
• to be paid over to town by general 

treasurer 76 

Notice: by corporation or shareholder in case of dissatisfaction 

with valuation of capital stock 63, 75 

of amount of gross earnings of public service corporations. 85 
of appointment of executors and administrators under 

inheritance tax law 119 

of corporate excess tax 66 

of franchise and minimum tax on certain domestic corpor- 
ations 71 

of levy upon and sale of real estate for unpaid taxes 37-38 

of tax on bank shares 76 

of tax on gross earnings of public service corporations . . 88 
of tax on savings and participation accounts in national 

banks 80 

of time and place where taxpayers' statements will be 

received by local assessors, form of.. 24-27 

of town meeting for making a tax, form of 19 

of value of capital stock 63, 75 

to be given board of tax commissioners of pendency of 

court proceedings involving constitu- 
tionality or construction of tax statute 

or validity of assessment 59 

to corporation of forfeiture of charter for non-payment of 

franchise tax 72 

to executor, etc., of amount of inheritance taxes.. 105-106, 108 

relative to incomplete or false return 120 

to poll tax delinquent 45 
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Omitted assessments, provisions in case of 33, 66 

Owners of securities of certain corporations exempt from local 

taxation 10, 69, 84, 89 

of stock of trust company, bank or banking association, 

tax to be assessed against 74-75 

Oyster grounds, commissioners of shell fisheries authorized to lease. 140 

P 

Parlor car companies, how taxed 84-91 

Participation accounts, tax on 79 

in national banks, how taxed. 80-83 

Partnerships, intangible property of, how taxed 8 

Pawtucket, special provisions relating to assessment of taxes 

in 31-32, 60 

Penalty for disclosing information contained in tax return 68 

for failure by street railway company to pay franchise tax 

on gross earnings 96 
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Penalty — Continued. Page No. 

for failure of cashier or other officer of national bank to 

make return of shareholders 74 

for failure to pay poll-tax 46 

for fraudulently granting certificate of payment of taxes . . 49 

for making false return 68, 99 

for neglect or refusal of corporation to file return or give 

information to board of. tax commis- 
sioners 67, 89-90 

for neglect or^ refusal to comply with inheritance tax 

law 121-122 

for neglect to make, or to falsify, return of insurance 

premiums 99 

for officer neglecting duty re. collection of taxes 41, 48 

towns may provide, for delay in payment of taxes 47 

Per stirpes basis of exemption under inheritance tax law, when.. Ill 

Permit for transfer of stocks, bonds, etc., of decedents 123 

Personal property, how taxed 6-12 

of certain public service corporations, exempt from taxa- 
tion 89 

sale of, for unpaid taxes 41 

Pipes in highways, town council may exempt from tax 18 

Plantation of trees, exempt from taxation, when 3 

Poles, wires, etc., of certain public service corporations exempt 

from local taxation 89 

Poll tax, constitutional provisions relating to xi 

general law relating to 43-47 

Poverty, assessors may exempt persons from tax on account 

of xi, 2, 44 

Power of appointment, exercise or failure to exercise, transfer taxa- 
ble under inheritance tax law 107-108 

Power companies, tax on gross earnings of 84-91 

Powers and duties of local assessors — See ASSESSORS OF TAXES. 

of collectors of taxes — See COLLECTORS OF TAXES. 
Preference, taxes or debts due United States, state or town, over all 

other claims 48 

Premiums of insurance and surety companies, how taxed 98-101 

Probate clerks, to give notice of appointment of executors, etc., 

under inheritance tax law 119 

fees for 119 

neglect or refusal to file notices, etc 121-122 

Probate court, allowance granted by, for support of widow and 

family, to be deducted under inheritance 

tax law 104, 118 

final accounts not to be allowed by, until inheritance taxes 

are settled 124 

records showing allowance of claims subsequent to pay- 
ment of inheritance tax, to be proof for 
refunding of proportion of tax 106-107 
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Page No. 
Professors of Brown University including families, exempt from 

local taxation up to $10,000 2 

Proof of payment of general taxes, certificate of collector to be . . 49 
Proportion of exemptions allowed in certain eases on transfers 

under inheritance tax law 111-112 

of corporate excess assessed on inter-state corporations . . 64-65 
of indebtedness of non-resident decedent allowed as de- 
duction, when 105 

Protect, inheritance tax paid under, right of appeal for abate- 
ment of . . . ^ 122 

of corporate excess tax 68-6t) 

of local tax 29, 54 

Providence, special provisions relating to assessment of taxes 

in 31, 48, 50 

Public purpose, transfer to town for, or to corporations exempted 

from taxation, exempt from inheritance 

taxes 110-111 

record, certain taxes to be certified to general treasurer 

as 65, 71 

schools, poll tax to be applied toward support of....xi, 44 
buildings used for free, exempt from taxation . . 1 

service corporations, *how taxed 84-97 

non-operating, franchise, intangible property and 

shares of, exempt 70, 88, 89, 96 

shares of, exempt from taxation, when 10, 89 

R 

Kailroads, how taxed • 84-91 

Railways, street, how taxed 84-97 

Rate of interest charged on unpaid town taxes '. 47 

for redemption of real estate sold for taxes 38-39 

on corporate excess and bank shares tax 66, 76 

on gross earnings tax 88 

on taxes under inheritance tax law 106, 112 

Rate of tax, local, not to exceed certain per cent, of ratable prop- 
erty 17 

four-mill, on intangibles 12 

on bank shares 75 

on cities and towns ( state tax ) 51 

for highway and other purposes (special) .. 127-128 

on corporate excess 65 

on credit unions 84 

on foreign building-loan associations 103 

on franchises of domestic corporations 70 

on gross earnings of public service corporations 87-88 

on premiums of insurance and surety companies 98-99 

on intangible personal property (four -mill tax) 12 
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Rate of tax — Continued. Page No. 
on net earnings of vessel or ship engaged in foreign com- 
merce 12-13 

on net estate of decedents 104 

on savings and participation accounts 78-84 

on street railways (franchise tax) 91-92 

on transfers under inheritance tax law 109-110 

Real estate, deed of, in contemplation of death, taxable, when .... 107 

defined 5, 13 

erroneously assessed, re-assessment of 33 

mortgages on, to be deducte<l in computing inheritance 

taxes 104 

of non-resident decedent, tax imposed under inheritance 

tax law 103-104 

omission of assessment on, may be subsequently taxed .... 33 

redemption of, after sale, liow made 38-39 

sale of, for non-payment of taxes 37, 66, 90 

taxes assessed to be lien on 36, 66, 88 

undivided, may be taxed to whom 6 

Receiver, appointment of, for non-payment of gross earnings tax. .90-91 

Records, duplicate, board of tax commissioners may destroy 60 

Recovery of taxes erroneously or illegally assessed 30, 69, 

10^107, 113, 114 

Redemption of real estate after sale for unpaid taxes 38-39 

Refund of inheritance taxes 106-107, 113, 114 

Registered owners of ship or vessel engaged in foreign commerce, 

tax on net earnings of 12-13 

Registration of motor vehicles, fees for 128-130 

Relief from assessments 29, 68-69 

Religious corporations exempt from certain state taxes 70, 91 

worship, certain property used for, exempt from taxation. . 1-2 

Remainder interests taxable under inheritance tax law 114 

Remission of taxes, relating to xi, 44 

Removal of property before tax is paid, how collected 36, 40 

Report of board of tax commissioners to be made biennially, etc., 

to governor 59 

of town assessors to be made annually to board of tax 

commissioners 58 

Reserved profits of savings banks, tax on 78 

Reservoirs, town councils may exempt from taxation 18 

Residence of owner to determine personal property situs, when. ... 11 

Resident decedent, tax on net estate of 103-104 

tax on transfer bv 107-110 

Resolution ordering town tax in town meeting, form of 21-24 

Retroactive, certain provisions of inheritance tax law 107 

Returns, corporation, to board of tax commissioners. .61, 70, 73, 82, 85 
board of tax commissioners may destroy, in its discretion . . 60 

Right of appeal from inheritance tax assessment 107, 108, 122 

to receive inheritance, tax imposed upon beneficial interest 

as tax upon 107-1 10 

to transfer, tax imposed on net estate of decedent as.. 103-104 
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S . Page No. 

Sailor, exempt from poll tax, when xi, 44 

of War of Rebellion, what property exempt 3-4 

Salaries of board of tax commissioners 56 

of clerks and assistants 57 • 

Sales for taxes 37 

Savings accounts in national banks, how taxed 80-83 

in savings banks, how taxed 78 

Savings banks, intangible property of, exempt from local taxation. . 8 

School property, what exempt from taxation 1-2 

Schools, poll tax to be applied toward support of public xi, 44 

Secretary of state to mail notice of forfeiture of charter for non- 
payment of franchise tax 72 

to publish names of corporations whose charters have been 

forfeited 72 

to send town clerks copy of act of general assembly order- 
ing tax 53-54 

Settlement of inheritance taxes by agreement 117, 124 

Shares of stock of banks, trust companies, and national banking 

associations, how taxed 73-77 

exempt in hands of holder, when 10 

of certain corporations exempt from local taxation . . 9, 10 

69, 84, 89, 103 
of foreign building-loan associations, how taxed. .. .102-103 

of loan and investment companies, how taxed 77 

permit to be granted for transfer of, from estate of a 

decedent 109, 123 

value of, how determined under inheritance tax law.. 104, 124 
Ship engaged in foreign commerce, registered owners to pay tax on 

net earnings 12-13 

Situs and classification of property for purposes of taxation .... 1-13 

Sleeping car companies, how taxed 84-91 

Soldier exempt from poll tax, vhen 44 

of War of Rebellion, certain property exempted 3-4 

Special tax on cities and towns for highway and other purposes. . 127-128 
taxes ordered by general assembly on inhabitants or rata- 
ble estates, how assessed, etc .' . .53-55 

State property, and bonds issued by the state, exempt from taxa- 
tion 1 

tax on cities and towns xi, 51 

special, for highway and other purposes 127-128 

Statement of property to assessors, persons failing to make, if 

overtaxed, have no remedy 24-28 

Steamboat companies, how taxed 84-91 

Stocks of corporations, etc.— See SHARES OF STOCK. 

Street railways, how taxed 84-97 

Sub-agent of insurance company, fee for certificate to act as 100 
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Superior court may order corporation to furnish information to 

board of tax commissioners and penalize 

for refusal to comply 67 

to have jurisdiction in appeals from valuation and assess- 
ment of corporate excess tax 68-60 

to have jurisdiction in appeals under inheritance tax law . . 122 
to have jurisdiction in petition for relief from local tax- 
ation 29 

Supplemental statement to be filed under inheritance tax law.. 117-1 18 

Surety companies, admission and filing fees to be paid by 101 

intangible property of mutual, how taxed 11 

tax on premiums of 98-101 

Suspension of payment of inheritance taxes in case of contested 

claims 117 

T 

Tangible personal property of deceased persons, where no adminis- 
tration is taken out, how taxed locally . . 9 
of person under guardianship, or in trust or otherwise 

held, how taxed 7 

where and to whom taxed 6-9, 11 

Tax Act of 1912 — See PUBLIC LAWS' OF 1912, CHAPTER 769, 

page V. 
Tax Commission — See BOARD OF TAX COMMISSIONERS. 

Telegraph * and telephone companies, how taxed 84-91 

Tenant for life may be taxed when in possession 6, 37 

Time and place of meeting of assessors to receive statements, notices 

to be posted of 24 

Town assessors — See ASSESSORS. 

clerk, to make copy of tax list 22, 23, 31, 40, 54 

fee to be paid 48 

meeting, form of warrant for 19-20 

form of resolution ordering tax 21-24 

treasurer, duties of 47-^0, 54 

See also COLLECTORS OF TAXES. 
Towns may exempt manufacturing property from taxation, how 

and when 18-19 

may grant franchise in highways '. 142-144 

powers of, to levy taxes 15, 21 

rate of state tax to be paid by 51, 127 

Transfer imder inheritance tax law: 

bond for payment of tax on 112-113 

contingent on future happenings, to be taxed primarily at 

lowest rate 115 

executor to collect tax from devisee, when 109 

exemptions 104, 110-112 

of stocks and bonds of corporations 123 

settlement of tax on, by agreement 117 

tax on beneficial interests 109-110 
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Transfer under inheritance tax law — Continued. Page No. 

on dower and curtesy 108 

on net estate as a tax upon right to transfer. .103-1(>4 

on power of appointment 107-108 

on right to receive transfer, when 107-108 

on trust estates 108 

to executor, etc., of bequest or devise in lieu of allowance 

for services, taxable when 115-116 

Treasurer or cashier of bank to make return of list of shareholders. . 73 
of corporation, or person performing duties of, to make 

return to board of tax commissioners. 61, 

70, 85 
See TOWN TREASURER, GENERAL TREASURER. 

Trees, plantation of certain, exempt from taxation, when 3 

Trust company, intangible personal property of, exempt from local 

taxation, when 8, 10 

tax on savings and participation accounts in 79 

tax on shares of stock of 74-77 

Trust estates contingent on future termination, etc., to be taxed 

primarily at lowest rate 115 

tax on transfer of, when due 112 

taxable under inheritance tax law upon death of crea- 
tor 108, 118 

trustee to file sworn statement of 118 

Trust, property held in, how taxed locally 7, 9 

Trustee — See EXECUTOR. 

U 

Undistributed intangiblo property of decedent, how taxed locally.. 9 

Undivided real estate, how assessed 6 

Uniform rate on intangibles 12 

Uniform date for assessment in cities and towns 21 

United States, property belonging to, and bonds, etc., issued by, 

exempt from local taxation 1 

V 
Validity of assessment, court proceedings relative to, board of tax 

commissioners to receive notice and may 

be heard thereon 59 

Valuation, assessed, of bank shares, how determined 74-75 

of capital stock— See CAPITAL STOCK. 

of towns, as determined by assessors, to be basis for state 

tax 51 

of corporate excess — See CORPORATE EXCESS. 
Valuations of property, etc., constitutional powers of general as- 
sembly relating to xi 

to be full and fair cash value for purposes of assess- 
ment 28, 29 

uniforinitv of, board of tax commissioners to assist local 

assessors tending toward 58 
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Page No. 
V^alue appraised as of date of death under inheritance tax law. .104, 124 
of life estates and vested remainders, how determined.... 114 
of net estate of resident decedent, under inheritance tax 

law, how ascertained 104 

of non-resident decedent 105 

Vessel or ship engaged in foreign commerce, tax on net earnings 

of 12-13 

Vested remainders, how determined under inheritance tax law.... 114 

Veterans of Civil War, exempt from what taxes 3-4 

Volunteer fire companies, property of, exempt from taxation.... 2 

W 

War of Rebellion, exemption allowed veterans of 3-4 

W^arrant for town meeting for levy of a tax, form of 19-20 

Water companies, shares of, exempt from local tax, when 89 

taxable on gross earnings 84-91 

town council may exempt property from taxation 18 

Widow and family, allowance by probate court for support of, to be 

deducted under inheritance tax law.. 104, 118 

of veteran of War of Rebellion, allowed what exemption . . 3-4 

Will, transfer by, taxable under inheritance tax law 107 
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